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GOLD STANDARD

Gold 
Standard for 
the Global 

Goals

•Non-profit certification 
standard

•SDG impacts core to 
each project

Rigorous 
methodologies

•30+ methodologies

•Across land use and 
forestry, energy and 
community services 

High-impact 
activities

•2000 projects in 
over 80 countries

•With 350 project 
developers

Climate and 
development 

impacts

•160m tonnes of CO2 
reduced

•$23bn in shared value

ISEAL Code Compliant

CORSIA-eligible

ICROA-endorsed



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT UNDER GOLD STANDARD

• “All projects shall demonstrate a clear, direct contribution to sustainable development, defined 
as making demonstrable, positive impacts on at least three Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), one of which must be SDG 13. These are referred to as SDG Impacts”

• ”SDG Impacts shall be a primary effect – an intentional, direct effect of the project and 
shall not be ‘one off’ or an effect generated in design, construction, distribution, start-up or 
decommissioning of the Project.”

• “The Project shall identify the potential SDG Impacts provided by the Project by comparing 
the Project Scenario to the Baseline Scenario. The SDG Impacts shall be demonstrated 
as making a positive effect beyond what would reasonably be expected to occur in the 
Baseline Scenario.”

• “The Project shall identify the relevant monitoring indicators and/or monitoring parameters 
and define the monitoring approach in the Project Design Document to inform future 
Monitoring Reports.”



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT UNDER GOLD STANDARD



DEVELOPMENT OF NEW SDG TOOL

August 2019
Guidance for 

activity-level SDG 
impact reporting, 
developed with 

partners 

December 2021
Launch of SDG 
Impact Tool for 

use

April 2021
Consultation and 
piloting of new 

SDG Impact Tool



SDG IMPACT TOOL
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INITIAL CASE STUDIES



INITIAL CASE STUDIES



NEXT STEPS

Implementation
Mandatory part of 
the Gold Standard 
project cycle from 

March 2022

Digitisation
Intention to take 

the tool from 
excel-based to 

digitised

Enhancement
Preparing new 
functionality to 

support Article 6/ 
national use



THANK YOU


