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Report of the 4 Kitakyushu SDGs Training in March 2023
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The 4th Kitakyushu SDG Training was held by the IGES Kitakyushu Urban Centre during 6™ to
10" March, 2023. Ten undergraduate and graduate students with diverse nationality were
selected as participants via open application .

This five—day programme visited the two frontrunner zero-carbon cities in the Kyushu region,
namely, Kitakyushu City of Fukuoka Prefecture and Goto City of Nagasaki Prefecture, where the
first commercial-base offshore wind farms in Kyushu are being constructed. The participants
witnessed ground actions where socio—economic synergetic effects are created from the
renewable energy projects, and listened to the actual stories and challenges from a diverse range
of stakeholders, including local governments, wind power maintenance companies, regional energy
companies, and fishery associations, etc.
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Total of 10 university or graduate school students from the University of Kitakyushu, Kyushu
University, Nagasaki University, Hiroshima University, Kyoto University, Keio University, Toho
University, and the United Nations University.
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Day 1 (March 6™ 2023) @ Kitakyushu City
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The training kicked off with the “2030 SDGs Game”to experience
the interconnectivity of environment, economy, and society, as well as human behavioral change.
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Players started to negotiate more at the latter time.
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Facilitated by IGES researcher
Junko Ota
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Dr. Leslie Mabon, the Open University UK talked about Just Transition with the case studies in
Japan, and a need of social interventions to secure workers’ rights and fair industrial shift.
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Mr. Shunsuke Nakayama from the the City of Kitakyushu City introduced the
“Green Growth Strategy of Kitakyushu City”, which utilizes renewable energy such as
wind and hydrogen to promote economic growth.
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Ms. Honoka Fukunaga of MOL Techno-Trade, Ltd. shared a new business plan to run a
hydrogen—-fuel ship “MOTENA-Sea” -hospitality on the sea— in Moji port of Kitakyushu.
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The co-organizer, Mr. Yoshimasa Ito, NPO Satoyama, gave us a walking tour
in Higashida Hydrogen Town, where used to be the Japan's first steel blast furnaces operated.




Day 2 (March 7™ 2023) @ Kitakyushu City Eco Town
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We visited the Next—Generation Energy Park in the Kitakyushu Eco—Town Center, the first and
largest eco—town in the country, and listened to an explanation by Ms. Yasuko Mine about
Hibikinada Offshore Wind Farm Project that has started construction, and Green Energy Port
Hibiki Project, which aims to become a hub port of wind power industry.
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After the lecture, we visited the operating
onshore wind farms along the Hibikinada
coast.

The line of ten 1.5 MW offshore wind power
generators is a signature scenery of
Kitakyushul
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We also visit the public solar power plant, which collects construction funds from citizens, etc.
with donations and bonds, and returns part of the profits to the citizens. The planned amount of
funds was collected in a few days. The power of the citizens of Kitakyushu!
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We visited Hokutaku Co., Ltd., which conducts maintenance of wind power generation facilities
and human resource development, and heard about their activity by Mr. Yoshiktaka Ito.
Real blades and the nacelle that houses the generator were impressive and so speciall
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We visited the new factory of Recycle Tech Corporation (Shinryo), which developed the
innovative recycling technology for solar panels, anticipating future issues that solar panels,

which reach their lifespan in about 30 years, will become a large amount of waste.
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Day 4 @ Goto City
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We visited Japan's first floating offshore wind turbine “Haenkaze” and additional offshore
wind farm under construction in Goto! Before boarding the ship, a model of the windmill under
construction was explained by Goto City Tourism Association. They are fixed to the seabed
with three chains, and the upper part of the pillar is made of steel from Nagasaki Prefecture,
and the lower concrete part is manufactured in Goto City, contributing to the local economy.
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All participants were excited to see the Haenkaze's large spinning blades up close!
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Three new floating offshore wind turbines
under construction in the distance
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E-Wind Co., Ltd., a wind power generation maintenance company, and Goto Citizen Electric
Power Co., Ltd. taught us about the principles and systems that revitalize the region through
local production and local consumption of energy.
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Mr. Chokichi Kumakawa of the Goto Fukue Fishery Cooperative, which has been making efforts
to coordinate among fishermen, wind power operators, and local governments for many years
since the Haenkaze demonstration project, spoke with us about the passionate experience on
coexistence and co-prosperity and trust building of fisheries and offshore wind power.
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Day 5 @ Goto City Hall
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Mr. Daichi Yanawaki of the Zero Carbon City Promotion Team of the Future Creation Division of
Goto City talked about the history of building framework for dialogue with various
stakeholders in the region and the purpose of promoting renewable energy.
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Reflection of the training using the Lego Serious Play, which help verbalizing subconscious mind.
With the facilitation of Dr. Masahiko Ota of Nagasaki University, the participants created the
imaginary zero carbon city and placed yourself in it, and talked your role.
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At the end, everyone share own take away and impressions from the training.
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Thank you very much for the five—day SDGs training in Kitakyushu City and Goto City!

We hope that the participants will utilize what you learned in this training
to contribute in making a society where realizes the SDGs.
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