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Stockholm 1972: Milestones
• Led to the creation of the United Nations 

Environmental Programme (UNEP)

• Motivated countries to form national 
environmental ministries and agencies

• Set the stage for a series of high-level 
conferences and summits, including

• United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development in 1992; 

• World Summit on Sustainable Development in 
2002; and 

• United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development in 2012





A History of Environmental Cooperation?



…Integrated…



Air 
Pollution

Poor 
Health

Climate 
Change Water 

Insecurity



2015 marked a potentially important 
turning point for integration



Source: Janicke and Jorgens, 2006 



Integration of Sustainability in the 
NDCs

Source: Office of Natural Resources and Environmental  Policy and Planning (ONEP)



Have we made progress with 
integration since 1972?
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