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How did chapter 17 discuss “accelerating 
transitions”?

• The chapter focused on multi-stage and multi-level 
transitions or “the process of changing from a high- to low-
carbon economy/society.”

• Accelerating transition is important to achieve ambitious 
climate goals…

• …but focusing only on the speed of change might not be 
sustainable.

• The chapter also underlined other dimensions of the 
transition such social justice or a “just transition” 

• A just transition aims “to ensure that no people, workers, 
places, sectors, countries or regions are left behind in the 
transition [process].”

Sources: IPCC 2022; Asquith, 2019; Geels 2014
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• Understanding synergies/trade-offs with the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) can help policymakers build support for quick and sustainable transitions

How did your chapter 17 discuss “in the context of sustainable 
development”?

Sources: IPCC, 2022
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What were some the factors that could enable “a transition in the 
context of sustainable development?”
“Institutional capacities and multi-level governance” are important 
enablers of sustainable transitions 

Other enabling factors mentioned in 
Chapter 17

• Behavioural and lifestyle changes

• Technological and social innovation

• Financial systems and economic 
instruments

• Equity in a just transition

• Holistic planning and the nexus 
approach 

An illustration of multi-level governance



How can IGES work concretely illustrate the 
multi-stage, multi-level transitions featured in 
chapter 17?
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Source: Figure created by combining data from NDC Explorer, 2021; Climate Action Tracker, 2021 

IGES research suggests a 
correlation between climate 
ambition and the integration of 
the SDGs into NDCs
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IGES has worked with international 
partners to support a green transition in 
national banks lending regulations

Source: Alliance for Financial Inclusion, 2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another area where we see these linkages involve the connection between policies that are meant to help poor people who typically lack access to banks and credit.  Many countries have put in place financial inclusion strategies that help to bring poor people into the financial system by offering them credit on favorable terms and/or making it easier to access resources.  What we are also seeing is that climate change is making it increasingly necessary to help poor people because, for instance, they are more exposed to droughts, intense storms, floods etc. Here again is that the good news is that central banks are beginning to make climate change impacts a part of their financial inclusion strategies so that poor people can recover more quickly from climate impacts.  The above chart is based on a survey of 19 countries central banks; we found that nearly two thirds of the surveyed countries are making their financial inclusion more responsive to climate change (sometimes referred to more broadly as “greening.”



IGES has worked with Semarang, Indonesia 
to build support for a socially inclusive 
transition in the transport sector

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An additional piece of good news can be found in an additional area where we have conducted work with colleagues in our city task force.  In this case, we worked with policymakers in the Indonesian city of Semarang.  In that city, we were hoping to help the city improve its public transport system in a way that would improve its bus system.  We found that expanding the coverage area of the bus system would lead to a significant reduction in air pollution and GHGs.  We also learned through our research that achieving and retaining those reductions would require appealing to students. Students were really important because they often transferred to motorcycles after moving onto to high school.  So we combined our research on public transport with an effort to include students in the design and operation of the future bus system.  This is illustrated in the pictures of the bus which was drawn by a student as part of context to win a new bike; as well as the safety training program that helped to show students the safety benefits of riding the bus in contrast to taking a motorcycle.



Key Messages
• Accelerating a transition to a low carbon economy/society is critical to averting dangerous climate changes

• However, we need to think not only about speed but other dimensions of change for a sustainable 
transition; a sustainable transition needs to be socially just

• Understanding and acting on synergies/trade-offs between climate and other SDGs can support a 
sustainable, low carbon transition

• Multi-level governance is one of the more important enablers of a sustainable transition

• IGES works as a change agent at different levels—ranging from research on NDCs to recommendations to 
central banks and to projects in fast-growing cities—in ways that can also enable a sustainable transition

• Aligning interventions at these different levels will be essential for IGES and other actors aspiring for a
healthy planet and people
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