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Delivering the 2030 Agenda

• Only 10 years left to implement the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, including the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)

• Progress has been made--but much more is needed

• At the SDG Summit in September 2019, world leaders 
called for a Decade of Action to deliver the 2030 Agenda 
and the SDGs by 2030

• The Decade of Action asks for transformative solutions 
through accelerated efforts at all levels and by all 
stakeholders



IGES helping companies strengthen their SDGs efforts
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Approaches and tools 
for SDGs• Joint reports by IGES and Global Compact Network Japan 

• Look at SDGs initiatives by companies and orgs in Japan over time
• The forthcoming report is on company efforts on the SDGs in the COVID-19 era
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Survey result : Overview of research

 Target:   376 GCNJ members companies and organisations (as of Sep. 1 2020)

 Method: Online

 Period:   Sep. 1 2020 – Nov. 6 2020

 Questionnaires: Awareness of the SDGs, status of initiatives, future plans, 

SDGs-related initiatives in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic 

 Responses: 208 companies and organisations (56% response rate)
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Survey Result : Progress on integrating the SDGs into business

- In 2016, more than half of respondents were on Step 1 
“Understanding the SDGs”, with around 25% on Step 3 
or beyond

- In 2020, the highest percentage of the respondents 
(27.4%) selected “Step 4: Integrating,” with around 
68% on Step 3 or beyond
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Survey Result: Increased awareness on the SDGs

- Top management’s awareness was less than 30% 
in 2016 - a major hurdle 

- Top management’s awareness of the SDGs
reached 85.1% in 2020

- The low level of awareness among stakeholders, 
such as affiliates(11%) which include companies 
on supply chain
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Survey result: Partnerships have increased including with suppliers

- The importance of partnerships is now widely 
recognized.

- Percentage of respondents working with 
“Suppliers” increased from 35% to 58% from 
2016 to 2020

- Not clear if suppliers they work with are mostly 
domestic or international
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Survey result: Defining priorities
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- As of 2020, 76% of respondents were focusing on Goal 13 
(climate action), followed by Goal 8 (decent work and economic 
growth) and Goal 12 (sustainable consumption and 
production)

- Fewer than 40% of companies and organisations have chosen to 
focus on Goal 14 (Oceans) and Goal 15 (Biodiversity)



Survey result: State of initiatives over the past year
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- Issues most commonly 
tacked include tele-
commuting, climate change 
(mitigation and adaptation) 
and disaster prevention, 
compliance, and diversity

- Slight increase: human 
rights due diligence



Survey result: 
Business continuity planning and basic policy on COVID-19 responses

- 92% of companies with sales over 100 billion 
JPY (1000 oku yen), and 60.6% with sales 
under 100 billion JPY, including non-profit 
organisations answered “YES”. (Table 14)

- Roughly half of respondents also have policies 
in place on fulfilling commitments in local 
communities and supply chains
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Survey result: 
Working to grow stronger in “with-COVID” and “post-COVID” times

- Most respondents promote work style 
reforms

- We can infer that reviews of company-wide 
crisis management system and 
reinforcement of supply chains have been 
carried out from the perspective of business 
continuity

- Responses for “address human 
rights/labour issues arising at suppliers” 
were low at 12.5%, suggesting the need for 
more efforts to “leave no one behind”
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Conclusion

• Progress on integrating the SDGs into core business 

• Increased awareness that SDGs actions include making supply chain sustainable and resilient

• Action to make supply chain more sustainable and resilience is still limited especially abroad

• COVID-19 created a good opportunity to improve supply chain from environmental and social 
perspectives

• Need to talk about supply chain  



Nobue Amanuma

Thank you
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