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Figure from Kuriyama et al. 
(2019)

Net-zero by 
2050 

Japan’s GHG emissions and targets

Em iss ion ta rget for 2030
-46% reduction from 2013  

Emission in 2020 was
-18% from 2013
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Emission 
reduction partially 
due to COVID-19
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 Japan did not focus on positive relationship with COVID-19 related policies and 
climate change mitigation policies. Ideas such as EU’s “Green New Deal” or Mr. 
Biden’s “Build back better” during his presidential election campaign was not heard in 
Japan. Investment into renewable energy, energy efficient buildings, electric vehicles, 
virtual meetings, etc.  

 Hence, Japan implemented some COVID-19 related policies that had contradiction 
with climate mitigation policies. Examples included “Go-to-travel”, which subsidized 
expenditure for sightseers’ traveling.  

 Even today, Japan’s two policies (COVID-19 policies and climate mitigation policies) 
are considered separately. 

 In the latest climate mitigation policy package, net-zero emission strategy is 
considered as subsidizing innovative technology development, particularly those 
related to energy. 

 Very little debates on climate justice or social equity. It should be noted that those 
who have economic difficulties are the ones who will be affected most, both by 
COVID-19 as well as climate mitigation policies. 

Compared to other developed countries, …



4 4Source：World Bank (2022) State and Trends of Carbon Pricing 2022  

Level of price of 
carbon is important. 
At the same time, 
use of tax revenue 
is also important. 

Japan Tokyo metropolitan government 

Carbon pricing, a key for shifting to decarbonized world
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Japanese people 
relatively hear less about 
climate change in their 
daily lives compared to 
other developed 
countries. 
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Thank you!
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