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Introducing ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability 

ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability is a global network of more than
1,750 local and regional governments committed to sustainable urban
development.

We influence sustainability policy and drive local action for low emission, nature-
based, equitable, resilient and circular development. Main activities:

 Support our members with technical expertise, tools, guidance.
 Facilitate city peer exchange, support networking.
 Operate global processes
 Conduct international advocacy and representation.

1750+ local and 
regional 

governments
100+ countries 300+ experts in 23 

offices worldwide



ICLEI Around The World and Five Pathways

Country officeSecretariat office Project office





COVID 19 is Challenging Cities Globally

Supply 
Chain 
Issues 

Critical 
Services 
impacts 

(Water, Waste, 
Transportation)

Business 
shutdown 
and loss of 

jobs

Shortage of 
medical 

infrastructure

COVID 19
Impacts 
in Cities

 4 Billion people live in Cities

 600 Cities generate two third of 
global GDP

Cities are 
dual edged



Cities are Part of the Solution: Policy Responses

OECD 2020



Climate Change and COVID 19 
creating hurdles for Green, 
Sustainable and Smart Cities

City Services Stressed 



Solutions
 Prepare city level Holistic Solid Waste Management and 

Contingency Action Plan
 Standard operating procedures/ protocols for waste 

collection, transfer and treatment

COVID 19 Risk on Waste Management



 Health organizations advise 
washing hands frequently – for at 
least 20 seconds – to prevent 
outbreaks 

 Additional water demand of 2.5 
MLD per million people due to 
handwash

 3 billion people, 40% of the 
world’s population, lack access to 
basic hand- washing facilities

COVID 19 Risk on Water Resources 

Need to incorporate principles of 
Integrated Urban Water Management 

(IUWM) in policy planning 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fact-sheet-handwashing-soap-critical-fight-against-coronavirus-out-reach-billions


RURBAN Platform:
Governance Framework

Multi-stakeholder 
team consisting 
of rural and urban 
stakeholders 

Collaborative 
process to guide 
the implementation 
of climate adaptive 
water management



Decision Support Tool – RURBAN Platform

Source: http://iadapt.urbanwatermanagementindia.org/



Scientists says ‘virus survive in raw sewage, 
there may be an impact on health since all 
generated wastewater is not pumped and 
treated in our cities, often stagnating in low lying 
areas or natural drains’

COVID 19 Impact on Waste Water 

More water demand due to COVID 19 lead to 
more generation of waste water (Additional 
waste water generation of 2 MLD per million 
people)

Indian cities STPs are not operating at full 
capacity 

Solutions
 Surveillance of Virus in sewage
 Decentralized Waste Water 

Management Strategies

Closing Water Loop



Public Transport Risk further spread of COVID 19

Solutions
 Comprehensive guideline/roadmap 

for sustainable mobility required
 Adoption of BS-VI Norms
 Promotion of Non motorized 

mobility  
 Efficient public transport with 

social distancing norms



Scientists says rise in zoonotic 
diseases is linked to loss of 
biodiversity and forests

Role of Nature Based Solutions 
in COVID 19 Crisis 

Solutions 
 Development of Natural Asset Map
 Development of Local Biodiversity Strategy and
 Action Plan
 Promoting home gardens and community urban 

farming
 Promoting  city forests and open green spaces 



Seoul’s quick approach of targeted testing 
effort was applauded all over the world

こここここここここここここ

Jakarta is the first province enforcing a 
lockdown and formed a special “COVID-
19 Response Team”

Bogotá’s Mayor, Claudia Lopez took steps 
to manage COVID-19 before the national 
lockdown was declared

Cities Best Practices on COVID 19



Example of Greener recovery

 Non motorized Infrastructure (NMT) –
cycling and walking and Green public 
spaces(Bangkok)

 Housing the under-served (Manila) 
 Car free neighbourhoods (Jakarta) 
 Affordable green building (Kuala Lumpur) 

Greener priorities of cities in sustainable recovery 

At a time when global 
leadership is lacking, 

cities and their networks 
are stepping up



Cascading effects of COVID 19 
on subnational finance

COVID 19 
led to 
increase in 
expenditure 
(health 
related) and 
drops in tax 
revenue, 
user charges 
and fees 
due to 
lockdowns

Source: OECD.ORG



Framework for Sustainable Recovery in Cities 

BCG, 2020



OECD 2020

Focus aspect of Recovery: Inclusive, Green and Smart



Green Bond Market is Rising Fast



‘Outcomes based financing’ model for cities to 
lead sustainable recovery in post COVID 19

Source: https://slideplayer.com/slide/17248201/

Cities in 
Philippines, 
Bangladesh and 
Cambodia are 
utilizing this 
model in health 
sector to 
implement 
development 
projects



Funds for climate projects are available and investors are ready; however, there is a 
shortage of bankable projects. TAP helps local and regional governments make their 
project idea robust, transformative and bankable.

Contact: tap@iclei.org



Soumya Chhaturvedula 
Deputy Director

ICLEI South Asia Secreteriat

E-Mail: soumya.chaturvedula@iclei.org, iclei-
southasia@iclei.org

Websites: www.iclei.org, www.southasia.iclei.org

Thank You !

mailto:soumya.chaturvedula@iclei.org
mailto:iclei-southasia@iclei.org
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http://www.southasia.iclei.org/
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