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The VLR Movement in 2020: A Difficult Year

• Panic buying and hoarding.
• Mandatory lockdowns across the world.

• Widespread use of masks.
• New lifestyles (telework, zoom meetings, zoom parties, zoom weddings…)

• First cases of COVID-19 in early 2020.

• Countless human losses. 
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• Focus on the 23 VLRs published in 2020 (as identified by the authors).

State of the Voluntary Local Reviews 2021

• Interviews with cities (12 Cities): What can the VLR do for your city?

• SDGs Governance Structure.
• Analysis across 3 dimensions:

• VNR-VLR integration (focus on Japan and Finland).
• Posture towards COVID-19.

SDGs Governance Structure

• Cities understand the VLR as a process rather than as a one-time exercise resulting in the
production of a report. 

• Cities strive to make use of the VLR to advance horizontal coordination across units of government. 
• the holistic and integrative approach of VLRs might position them as an ideal instrument

for local policymaking to support responses to complex issues, such as planning for a
post-COVID-19 world or fighting climate change. 



Posture of VLR reports in regard to COVID-19

A message from…



VNR-VLR Integration

• As a new frontier in both the VNR and the VLR processes, this represents additional
challenges for national and subnational levels of government. 

• VNR-VLR integration takes many forms. 
• While there are promising examples of cooperation between countries and

cities, there is limited evidence of significant, long-lasting integration between VNRs and VLRs
in the 2020 group. 

Conclusions and Way Forward 

• Emerging topics:
• How to promote integration towards better governance? (both horizontal and vertical

integration).
• Review of progress at intermediate scales between the local and the national — or

Voluntary Subnational Review (VSR).
• Peer-to-peer review and learning to achieve a more objective review. 



Thank you so much!

You can download the report at: 

ortiz-moya@iges.or.jp

https://www.iges.or.jp/en/pub/vlrs-2021/en


