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SHARING ADAPTATION
KNOWLEDGE FOR A
CLIMATE-RESILIENT EUROPE

**y Climate
‘e ADAPT

Search Climate-ADAPT Q | @ Help ~ News ) Events & Newsletter

ABOUT ~ EU POLICY ~ COUNTRIES, TRANSNATIONAL REGIONS, CITIES ~ KNOWLEDGE ~ NETWORKS

Home » Knowledge » Tools » Adaptation Support Tool

2 N

e Adaptation
‘ Support Tool

The Adaptation Support Tool - Getting started

» Climate Impacts in Europe

» Adaptation to climate change

» Principles and success factors

» Using the Adaptation Support Tool

1. Preparing the ground for adaptation

2. Assessing climate change risks and
vulnerabilities

3. Identifying adaptation options

4. Assessing adaptation options

5. Implementing Adaptation

6. Monitoring and Evaluating Adaptation

The Adaptation Support Tool - Getting started

The aim of the Adaptation Support Tool (AST) is to assist policy makers and coordinators on the

national level in developing, implementing, monitoring and evaluating climate change adaptation u
strategies and plans. The AST was developed as a practical guidance tool for national level actors E U CI I m ate A DA PT

for all steps needed to develop, implement, monitor and evaluate a national adaptation strategy. It

also supports sub-national actors and trans-national actors to prepare for, develop, implement and Ad t t' S t T I
monitor and evaluate adaptation strategies. It refers to relevant resources and dedicated tools in a p a I 0 n u p po r 00

climate change adaptation (CCA).

In 2013 the European Commission issued the EU guidelines on developing adaptation strategies
as a component of the EU strategy on adaptation to climate change with the aim to support EU
Member States (MS) in the process of developing, implementing and reviewing their adaptation
strategies. They provide a common understanding of key features relevant to adaptation policy
processes, building on the experience available in the EU. The steps and recommendations of the
Adaptation Support Tool are aligned with the contents of these guidelines and further improved
based on the most recent information and knowledge available, including the experiences of EU
Member States with adaptation policy making and insights provided by more recent EU research
and innovation projects.

Since the EU guidelines on developing adaptation strategies were issued, EU MS have progressed
and the status quo of climate change adaptation (CCA) policy processes in countries has changed
since the first publication of the AST. For example, since May 2020, all countries have a national
adaptation strategy and many have an adaptation action plan in place (see Overview of EEA
member countries with national adaptation strategies and adaptation plans). Some countries
have already traversed a complete adaptation policy cycle, including Monitoring and Evaluation
(M&E) and revision(s) of national policies. On February 24, 2021, the European Commission adopted
ist & new EU strategy on adaptation to climate change.

Also the role and purpose of the AST has changed over time, reflecting on the context, namely more
guidance for advancing, improving and updating national adaptation strategies and policies; more
focus on implementation and Monitoring & Evaluation; and raised importance of cross-sector and
multi-level governance issues as implementation progresses to more regional and local levels.

The AST is based on the adaptation policy cycle, which is a valuable analytical tool, but in practice,
steps may tend to overlap and intermit. Since climate change adaptation (CCA) is not a strictly
sequential, linear process and countries may be in very different stages of the process, the AST
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