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Hello, everyone. I am Kenji Kitahashi, and I am the Mayor of the City of Kitakyushu in Japan.
I am honored to have this opportunity to speak at the COP twenty six(26) Japan Pavilion today.
I would like to talk about some of Kitakyushu’s initiatives.



Experience in Overcoming Pollution & Environmental Policies
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Kitakyushu developed as one of Japan’s leading industrial cities. 
However, along with this rapid industrial development, our city suffered from severe pollution. 
We succeeded in overcoming this pollution through a collaborative relationship between the city’s residents, businesses and government. 
Kitakyushu has utilized its experience in overcoming pollution in the development of a number of advanced environmental policies. 


@Declaration as a “Zero Carbon City” After Selection as Model City in Different Programs
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Our achievements have been applauded in both Japan and overseas, and we have been recognized as a model city for a number of different projects and programs. 
On the basis of these achievements, Kitakyushu declared its intentions to become a “Zero Carbon City” in October two thousand twenty(2020). 

https://youtu.be/1HdTML3gBcU

Kitakyushu’s Ambitions as a Zero Carbon City
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We have set a target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the city by at least fouty seven percent(47%) by fiscal two thousand thirty(2030) in order to achieve our goal of net zero emissions by two thousand fifty(2050).
I believe that the industrial city of Kitakyushu’s initiatives in working with business to promote decarbonization in relation to energy and innovation will be a good model for other cities in Asia. 



= Establishment of “Kitakyushu Model for 100% Renewable Energy” & Expansion Locally and Beyond

Kitakyushu Model for 100% Renewable Energy
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One specific initiative I would like to mention is the “Kitakyushu Model for one hundred percent(100%) Renewable Energy”.
In this model, first, all of the city’s public facilities will be powered by renewable energy.
Then, we will promote the spread of renewable energy through third-party Power Purchase Agreements and expand its use throughout the city, as well as in other parts of Japan and overseas.



®  Extensive international cooperation in terms of environmental conservation
Partnerships with Asian countries for mutual prosperity
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Kitakyushu has taken advantage of our experience in overcoming pollution in the development of a number of international projects.
In two thousand ten(2010), we established the Asian Center for Low Carbon Society, which has implemented many projects in collaboration with other cities in Asia.



The “Phnom Penh Miracle”: A leading example of an international cooperative project with Kitakyushu

“Phnom Penh Miracle™ gained worldwide acclaim
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Phnom Penh has become one of a few cities in Asia where tap water is drinkable! 7
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With the cooperation of Kitakyushu, Phnom Penh, the capital of Cambodia, has become one of a few cities in Asia where tap water is drinkable. 
This is called “Phnom Penh Miracle” .


Cooperation with Haiphong City, Vietham
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Our relationship with Haiphong City in Vietnam in the environmental field is a typical example. 
Kitakyushu and Haiphong became sister cities in two thousand fourteen(2014) and have formed a powerful partnership, especially in the environmental field.


Ambition to Contribute to Global Decarbonization

Project on the formation of an eco-industrial park to promote decarbonization in Haiphong City,
Vietnam (Supported by the Ministry of the Environment, Japan)
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In this context, we will immediately try to deploy the “Kitakyushu Model for one hundred percent(100%) Renewable Energy”, in Haiphong.
We aim to promote decarbonization with the support of the Ministry of the Environment.  
This will also help with the creation of new businesses to promote the use of renewable energy. 
We hope that these initiatives will serve as a model for the development of eco-friendly industrial parks throughout Vietnam.



= Finding Solutions to Common Global Issues with Kitakyushu's Environmental Technologies

Kitakyushu’s environmental technologies
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Kitakyushu will continue to provide support in finding solutions to issues, such as decarbonization, by deploying our environmental technologies overseas. 
By providing this support, we hope to be able to contribute to the successful achievement of the goals of the SDGs around the world. 
Thank you for your kind attention.
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