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City to City Inception 

meeting: Agenda  
 

Launch | Connect | Present | Share | Inspire 

 

Danang, Kuala Lumpur, Nakhon Si Thammarat and Surabaya, are partnering with the United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific to make plastic waste management more 

circular and to reduce the amount of plastic litter entering our marine environment.   

Partners will meet online for an inception meeting at 13.00 – 16.30 on 23 July 2020 on Teams 

 

• Launch Closing the Loop with all city partners on board  

• Connect all team members virtually  

• Present Closing the Loop objectives and approach  

• Share the unique plastic waste challenge of each pilot city  

• Inspire partners about solutions for plastic leakage  

 

 

• Local government champions in Danang, Surabaya, Kuala Lumpur and Nakhon Si 

Thammarat 

• Technical city partners in Danang, Surabaya, Kuala Lumpur and Nakhon Si Thammarat 

• IGES regional technical support team 

• UNESCAP project team  

• Government of Japan representative  

• Inspirational guest speakers from South East Asia 

 

• Closing the Loop project factsheet 

• Draft city profiles 
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Draft Agenda 

Before the 

meeting 

Bilateral calls with UNESCAP to complete: 

• Template slides on national and local policy, challenges, and local successes on plastic waste  

• Personal statement from senior city representative on plastic waste  

13:00   1. Welcome and introduction (1hr) 
• Welcome | UNESCAP (5m) 

• Opening | Japan (5m) 

• Introductions | Tour de table (35m) 

• Inspirational speaker #1 | (TBC) (10m +5m Q&A) 

Objectives 
Launch Closing the Loop with all city 

partners on board  

Connect all team members virtually 

Inspire partners about solutions for 

plastic leakage 

 

14:00 2. What is Closing the Loop? (40mins) 
• Presentation | ESCAP and IGES (10m + 5m Q&A) 

• Quiz! | Closing the Loop (5m) 

• Inspirational speaker #2 | Interceptor (TBC) (10m +5m 

Q&A) 

Objectives 

Present Closing the Loop objectives 

and approach 

Inspire partners about solutions for 

plastic leakage  

14:40 Break time! (10mins)  

14:50 3. What about your city? (1hr25mins)  
• Joint presentation | Local Government focal points 

(60m) 

The joint presentation will cover plastics Policies, Challenges, 

Successes, Needs (all four cities) 

• Quiz! | City contexts (10m) 

• Inspirational speaker #3 |(TBC) (10m +5m Q&A)  

Objectives 

Share the unique plastic waste 

challenge of each pilot city  

Inspire partners about solutions for 

plastic leakage 

16:15 Next steps and closing (30mins) 
• Q and A | Curt Garrigan, Chief of Section, Sustainable 

Urban Development Section, ESCAP 

• Closing | ESCAP  

 

After the 

meeting 

• Share insights from the presentations on social media 

• Report to the Project Advisory Committee  

 

Janet Salem




 

3 

 

Annex 

About Closing the Loop 
 

South East Asian countries contribute to over half of land-based sources of marine plastic pollution 

globally. Fast growing cities with underdeveloped waste management systems in South East Asia are 

responsible for as much as 60% of plastic waste leakage into the environment, with 75% of land-based 

sources of marine plastic pollution coming from uncollected waste and 25% comes from leakages in 

the municipal waste management systems. Plastic pollution is also trans boundary — up to 95% of 

plastic in our ocean is transported by ten major rivers, eight of which are in Asia. 

 

In response to this challenge, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (ESCAP) in partnership with the Government of Japan are undertaking a new project which will 

reduce the environmental impact of cities in ASEAN by addressing plastic waste pollution and leakages 

into the marine environment. In support of the local implementation of the ASEAN Framework of 

Action on Marine Debris, as well as the commitment of G20 leaders to tackle the proliferation of plastic 

litter through the Osaka Blue Ocean Vision, the project aims to make municipal plastic waste 

management processes more circular to increase the rate of recovery and reduce the leakage of 

plastics into the marine environment, supporting the implementation of Sustainable Development 

Goals 11, 12 and 14. 
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