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“A Voluntary Local Review (VLR) is a process in which local and regional governments (LRGs) initiate
voluntarily an assessment of their progress of implementation of the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs.
This makes it possible for LRGs to share experiences, challenges, and lessons learnt
as well as to open their door for new partnerships, filling the gap of means of implementation
for their local vision.” 

— Ortiz-Moya et al. (2020), p. 2
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Local and Regional Governments that have presented a VLR (2018-2021).



2) Key Findings: State of the Voluntary Local Reviews 2022

Key questions of the State of the Voluntary Local Reviews 2022:

- How VLRs accelerate the localisation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development?
- How are cities conducting successive VLRs?
- Have different approaches developed since 2018?

- How are VLRs reflecting the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic?
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2) Key Findings: The Impact of COVID-19

- The COVID-19 pandemic has also affected local progress towards the SDGs. 

- The 2021 group of VLRs have predominantly focused on analysing the overall effects of
as well as detailing the various measures to control the spread of COVID-19 that were implemented. 

- To a lesser extent, VLR reports have reflected plans to build back better. 
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The VLR process help to localise global agendas operationalising the steps to translate the

Fundamental aspects of localisation:

SDGs to the city level. 

- Motivation to conduct a VLR.

- Stakeholder engagement processes. 

- SDG alignment.

- Monitoring, tracking progress, and indicators.



Example: Why are cities conducting a VLR?

(1) to increase engagement with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and with
global debates on sustainable development;

(2) to baseline current performance and ongoing SDG work to better direct future efforts;

(3) to enhance sustainable initiatives;

(4) to communicate with internal and external stakeholders, fostering
peer- learning and sharing best practices. 

2) Key Findings: Localising Global Agendas



Regular reviews of progress are recommended to allow for a better integration of the 2030

2) Key Findings: Review Cycles

Agenda in governance processes, ensuring that the SDGs framework is referenced in
updated policies and providing the latest data on progress towards targets. 

Between 2018 and 2021, nine cities have produced more than one VLR. 

Barcelona (2020 and 2021), Buenos Aires (2019, 2020, 2021), Ghent (2020 and 2021),
Helsinki (2019 and 2021), Los Angeles (2019 and 2021), New Taipei (2019 and 2021),
New York (2018 and 2019), and São Paulo (2020 and 2021) and Taipei (2019, 2020, 2021). 



2) Key Findings: Review Cycles



Different approaches to the VLR Process:

2) Key Findings: Approaches to the VLR Process



2) Key Findings: Why Voluntary Local Reviews?
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Final conclusions



3) IGES’ VLR Lab

  https://www.iges.or.jp/en/projects/vlr

For more information visit: 



Thank you so much!

  cty-info@iges.or.jp

  If you want assistance with you VLR journey, please, contact me at:

mailto:ortiz-moya@iges.or.jp

