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Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee on Plastic Pollution

NOTIFICATIONS

In March 2022, at the resumed fifth session of the UN Environment
Assembly (UNEA-5.2), a historic resolution was adopted to
develop an international legally binding instrument on plastic
pollution, including in the marine environment.

The UNEA resolution (5/14) requested the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to
convene an Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) to develop "the instrument,” which is to be based
on a comprehensive approach that addresses the full life cycle of plastic, including its production, design, and
disposal.

The INC began its work in the second half of 2022. It has since convened its first session (INC-1) in Punta del
Este, Uruguay (November-December 2022); second session (INC-2) in Paris, France (May-June 2023); third

session (INC-3) in Nairobi, Kenya (November 2023); and fourth session (INC-4) in Ottawa, Canada (April 2024).

The fifth session has been held in parts: Busan, Republic of Korea ( N(
Geneva, Switzerland (INC-5.2, August 2025). The third part (INC-5
Geneva International Conference Centre (CICG).

5.1, November—December 2024) and
5.3) took place on 7 February 2026 at the
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Many hoped this meeting would lead to the adoption of a new treaty to end
plastic pollution but, try as they might, delegates were unable to reach consensus
and left Geneva amid uncertainty as to what the next steps might be going
forward.
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[UNEA resolution 5/14] Decides that the intergovernmental negotiating committee is to develop an
international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine environment, henceforth
referred to as ‘the instrument”, which could include both binding and voluntary approaches, based on a
comprehensive approach that addresses the full life cycle of plastic, taking into account...
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INC-1 28 November-2 December 2022  Punta del Este, Uruguay Main points of disputes surfaced

INC-2 29 May-2 June 2023 Paris, France Potential options or elements for
the treaty introduced by the INC
secretariat

INC-3 13-19 November 2023 Nairobi, Kenya ‘Zero Draft’ introduced

INC-4 21-29 April 2024 Ottawa, Canada Texts streamlined based on a
'‘Revised Zero Draft’
Rationale shared behind divergent
positions

INC-5.1 25 November— 1 December 2024 Busan, Republic of Korea  Failed attempt to bridge divides and
find convergence

INC-5.2  5-15 August 2025 Geneva, Switzerland Failed attempt to bridge divides and B - L] ¥
find convergence tHE# : Chapter 11k Y ##%
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Article 1: Objective

Article 2: Principles and approaches

Establishes the objective of the treaty: to protect human health and the
environment from plastic pollution, by addressing the full life cycle of
plastics through a comprehensive approach.

Lays out guiding principles such as the Rio Declaration, common but
differentiated responsibilities, and the precautionary approach.

B IArﬁcle 4: Plastic products

tarties reduce or restrict the production and consumption of problematic

lastic products.

Article 5: Plastic product design

ICle 0! Releases and leakKages

arties improve the product design to support reuse and recycling and
promote innovation and the use of sustainable alternatives.

Parties assess, prevent, and reduce the release and leakage of plastics
into the environment, including microplastics.

Article 7: Plastic waste management

Parties ensure plastic waste is managed in environmentally sound
ways, consistent with Basel Convention standards, through plastic waste

Article 8: Existing and legacy plastic
pollution

Article 9: Just transition

Article 10: Financial resources and
mechanism

Article 11: Capacity building, technical
assistance and technology transfer,
including international cooperation

Article 12:
compliance

Article 13: National plans

Implementation and

ollection and recycling targets and systems, bans on open dumping and
burning, and extended producer responsibility, etc.

Parties identify, monitor, and remediate sites most affected by
accumulated plastic pollution. Cooperation is encouraged for addressing
areas beyond national jurisdiction.

Parties ensure that transitions away from plastic pollution are fair and
inclusive. Special attention is given to workers in the plastics and waste
sectors, small-scale fishers, and vulnerable communities.

Establishes financial mechanisms to support implementation, including
the Global Environment Facility, a new multilateral fund, and partnerships
with private finance.

Parties provide assistance to developing countries through training,
technology transfer, and partnerships.

Establishes a mechanism to facilitate and promote the implementation
and compliance.

Parties create and update national plans for treaty implementation.

Article 14: Reporting

Parties submit regular reporting on national actions and progress under

he treaty.

Article 15: Effectiveness evaluation

Article 16: Information exchange

Article 17:  Public information,
awareness, education and research

Mandates periodic reviews of the treaty's effectiveness using scientific,
social, and economic data to guide improvements.

Parties share scientific, technical, and policy information to support
treaty implementation.

Parties raise public awareness and support education and research
related to plastic pollution.
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#l) PSIDS introduced a proposal advocating a 40% reduction in virgin plastic production by
2040 compared with the 2025 levels. This plan included a framework for data collection,

reporting obligations, and a review process every 5 years to assess progress.

#) Rwanda, on behalf of 45 African countries, proposed setting a global reduction target
with an assessment every 5 years, which is grounded in a circular economy model, coupled
with life cycle—based measures across the plastic chain.
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#l) Moldova, Norway, and the United Kingdom suggested a baseline list of plastics and measures subject to treaty-level
regulation with potential exclusions or exceptions, alongside criteria for adding future products.

#) Russia proposed a nationally flexible approach, tasking each state with identifying problematic plastics in line with
domestic priorities, and grounding actions in scientific rationale.
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> RT7 O 7 i E IS (COBSEA)
#l) INC5.1: the COBSEA statement again emphasised the elements of (i) national legislation
to address the full life cycle of plastics, (ii) developing strong partnerships with the scientific
community, (iii) a robust financial mechanism, and (iv) allowing flexible timelines for
industries in transitioning to safe and sustainable alternatives (COBSEA, 2024b).

PTPOFTREFETIN—T
#l) INC-2: It highlighted (i) promoting recycling and environmentally sound waste
management, as well as sustainable consumption and production, (ii) financial, technical,
and technological assistance and capacity building; (iii) tackling the root causes of plastic
pollution, including ineffective management of waste; (iv) facilitating the full life-cycle
approach, (v) being informed by the technical and scientific knowledge on sound waste
management,; and (vi) periodically updating national action plans as a core obligation (APG,

2023a).
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#l) ‘the adoption of a globally harmonised approach to develop criteria that will identify problematic
and avoidable plastic products;, and ‘measures to avoid health risks through the elimination of
chemicals of concern in plastics through the establishment of clear criteria’ (Government of the

Philippines, 2024).
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