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Air Pollution in Asia (GEO-7)

• Globally, six out of the ten countries with the worst air pollution 
levels are from Asia and the Pacific (Rahmayani et al. 2023). 

• Exposure to air pollution in the AP is a significant contributor to 
premature deaths and economic losses. Air pollution exposure 
reduces the overall average life expectancy by 1.6 years in 
Southeast Asia (Greenstone and Hasenkopf 2023).

• Air pollution causes a 9.3 per cent loss of GDP in regions of 
East Asia and the Pacific, and a 10.3 per cent loss in South Asia 
(The World Bank 2022).

• Open dumping and unsanitary landfill sites in Southeast and 
South Asian countries are causing unprecedented water and air 
pollution. 



Exposure to Air Pollution (GEO-7)



Exposure to Air Pollution (GEO-7)



Health Impact of Air Pollution (GEO-7)

• In 25 Asian countries, the total economic loss due to premature 
deaths attributed to PM2.5 exposure amounts to US$45 billion.

• South Asia is the hotspot for stillbirths related to PM2.5 (Xue et 
al. 2022). 

• Incidents of pediatric asthma attributable to nitrous oxide in the 
air are rising in South Asia and the Middle East (Paciência et al. 
2022).

• Exposure to air pollution contributes to a significantly higher 
rate of stunting among South Asians, by 38 per cent, compared 
to the global average (Saif and Anwar 2023). 

• South Asians have a 2–3 times higher risk of cardiovascular 
diseases and diabetes due to early and lifelong exposure to 
pollution (Wilder et al.2024). 



6





Member states reiterated the urgent attention 

needed to address air pollution with a UNEA-3 

Resolution: Preventing and Reducing Air 

Pollution to Improve Air Quality Globally 

URGENT ACTION NEEDED

At UN Environment Assembly-1: For UN 

Environment Programme to facilitate immediate 

and coordinated action to address air pollution 

and its impacts and prepare regional 

assessment reports on air quality issues. 

CALL TO ACTION BY 
MEMBER STATES

ASIA PACIFIC
CLEAN AIR

PARTNERSHIP

Regional Air Pollution Actions



MEASURES WHICH  
CONTRIBUTE TO 
DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES 
WITH AIR QUALITY 
BENEFITS

NEXT STAGE AIR QUALITY 
MEASURES THAT ARE 
NOT YET MAJOR 
COMPONENTS OF CLEAN 
AIR POLICIES

FULL APPLICATION OF 
CONVENTIONAL 
MEASURES IN ASIA

01

02

03

25 MEASURES SUMMARIZED IN 3 CLUSTERS

vehicles, power plants, and 
large- and small-scale 
industry

burning of agricultural and 
municipal solid waste, 
proper management of 
livestock manure

solid waste management, 
mainstream electric vehicles, 
using renewable energy for 
electricity generation



United Nations Environment Assembly RESOLUTION 6/10

Promoting regional cooperation on air pollution to 
improve air quality globally

✓ Acknowledges progress made so far
✓ Encourages Member States and their partners to accelerate efforts
✓ Invites further regional cooperation, financing and goal-setting

Requests UNEP to:

to provide an updated global online platform for 
information sharing and communication

to form and facilitate a cooperation network on air quality

2018

2022

2024

UNEA Resolution 1/7 
Strengthening the role of the 
United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) in 
promoting air quality

UNEA Resolution 3/8 
Preventing and reducing 
air pollution to improve air 
quality globally

2014

2019
UNGA Resolution 74/212 
International Day of Clean 

Air for blue skies

UNGA Resolution 76/300 
The human right to a 
clean, healthy and 
sustainable environment



IDENTIFYING GOOD PRACTICES AND FACILITATING 
KNOWLEDGE SHARING AND EXCHANGE OF SOLUTIONS  



Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET)

• High-quality 25-year datasets in 
Open Access: results show SO₂ 
declines; PM & O₃ remain 
concerns.

• 30+ EANET Projects (from 
2022-2024) on various issues such 
as Nitrogen management, Volatile 
Organic Compounds (VOCs), 
innovative monitoring 
technologies including low-cost 
sensors, capacity building, policy 
support, with nearly USD1.4 
million budget for Project Fund 
Activities

• Flagship Reports (Periodic Report 
on the State of Acid Deposition) 
published every 5 years

• Established in 2001: focus 
on regional cooperation on 
atmospheric deposition & 
air pollution.

• Expanded scope (2021) incl. 
broader atmospheric 
substances + Project Fund 
mechanism.

• 13 Member States across 
Asia; robust monitoring 
network (wet/dry 
deposition, ecosystems).





CCAC Air Quality Management Exchange Platform (AQMx)



Thank you! 


