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Aquatic Resources



Municipal Water Boundary

Source: The Philippine Capture Fisheries Atlas (NFRDI, 2017)
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Number of Fisherfolk Engaged in 
Fishing Activities
• Based on the 2021 Municipal Fisherfolk 

Registration System: 2.19 million municipal 
fisherfolk were engaged in various fishing 
activities

• More than half (50.03%) of the registered 
municipal fisherfolk were involved in capture 
fishing while gleaning and aquaculture 
activities accounted for 11.59% and 11.28% 
of the total number, respectively

• fish processing, vending and other fisheries-
related activities provided jobs to 189,562 
municipal fisherfolk

• same year: there were 923 commercial 
fishing vessel operators based on the Fishing 
Vessel E-Licensing System
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Performance of the Fisheries 
Industry

The annual fisheries performance was 
attributed to the production of the 
three (3) sub-sectors:
• Aquaculture sub-sector contributed 

2.25 million MT (52.88%) to the 
total fisheries volume of production

• Municipal capture fisheries with 
26.64% or 1.13 million MT

• Commercial capture fisheries with 
20.48% or 0.87 million MT



Source: Philippines Fisheries Profile 2021 (BFAR, 2022)
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Food Consumption

• Next to rice and rice products, Filipinos 
consume fish and fishery products the most

• Fish and fishery products constitute 11.68% of 
each person’s total food intake, which is 
equivalent to 93.90 grams/day

• 63.00% higher than meat and meat products, 
and 205.86% higher than poultry

• 2018-2019 DOST-FNRI survey report: each 
Filipino consumes an average of 34.27 kg/year 
of fish and fish products

• comprising 23.36 kg of fresh fish, 2.85 kg of 
dried fish (as fresh fish), 4.97 kg of processed 
fish, and 3.10 kg of crustaceans and mollusks (Cabral et al 2023)



(David et al, 2016)



Fishing Grounds
(monitored by NSAP, 2015)

Source: The Philippine Capture Fisheries Atlas (NFRDI, 2017)



Status of Philippine Small 
Pelagics by Fishing Ground

Source: The Philippine Capture Fisheries Atlas (NFRDI, 2017)



Status of Philippine Demersal
Fishes by Fishing Ground

Source: The Philippine Capture Fisheries Atlas (NFRDI, 2017)



Status of Philippine Neritic 
Tuna Fishes by Fishing Ground

Source: The Philippine Capture Fisheries Atlas (NFRDI, 2017)



Status of Philippine Oceanic
Tuna Fishes by Fishing Ground

Source: The Philippine Capture Fisheries Atlas (NFRDI, 2017)



(David et al, 2016)
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Sustainability 
ensures that food production and distribution do not compromise long-term environmental and social stability



Sustainability 
ensures that food production and distribution do not compromise long-term environmental and social stability

Source: The Philippine Capture Fisheries Atlas (NFRDI, 2017)



Republic Act 8550 (Fisheries Code of the Philippines) 

Source: Philippines Fisheries Profile 2021 (BFAR, 2022)

Agency 
highlights the role of food producers—particularly smallholder farmers and Indigenous 
communities—in decision-making processes that affect agricultural policies and practices
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Agency 
highlights the role of food producers—particularly smallholder farmers 
and Indigenous communities—in decision-making processes that affect 
agricultural policies and practices



Source: The Philippine Capture Fisheries Atlas (NFRDI, 2017)

Agency 
highlights the role of food producers—particularly smallholder farmers and 
Indigenous communities—in decision-making processes that affect 
agricultural policies and practices
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Resilience 
refers to the ability of food systems to anticipate, adapt to, and recover from climate shocks and economic disruptions
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Bigger issues and challenges

• Conflict of use (municipal vs commercial, no fishing zones, etc..)

• Lost fishing grounds (due to protection, developments, damaged, 
poaching, unsettled boundaries – local or international setting, etc..)

• Overfishing

• Pollution

• Lack of livelihood options

• Disasters (eg, climate-induced)



Recommendations

• Provide assistance to municipal fishers during closed fishing seasons, 
disasters, etc…

• Protect the fishing grounds and the fishery resources

• Maintain diversity of marine habitats and aquatic resources

• Safer homes (especially fishers living is small islands)

• Alternative or supplemental livelihoods

• Empowerment and capability building for fisher’s cooperatives or 
associations

• More scholarship opportunities for fishers’ children



Thank you very much! 
Doomo arigatoo gozaimasu!
Maraming salamat!
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