Keiichiro Asao, Minister of the Environment,Japan
Speech Summary:

In his opening speech, Japan's Environment Minister, Asao Keiichiro, stressed
the urgent need to address the triple planetary crisis of climate change,
biodiversity loss, and pollution through integrated solutions. He highlighted
Japan's leadership in promoting synergistic approaches, citing the recently
adopted UNEA-6 resolution. Minister Asao underscored the importance of local
initiatives, pointing to Japan’s "Decarbonization Leading Areas" program, with
Nikko City as a prime example. He also emphasized the value of regional and
international partnerships, announcing plans for an "Asia-Pacific Synergy Report"
to share best practices and support global progress toward the SDGs.
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