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The German Council for Sustainable Development

The Counctl, established in 2001 and mandated by the German Federal

Government, acts 1n its capacity as an independent entity. Its members are
appointed every three years by the Federal Government.

The Council consists of 15 public figures, comprising individuals from civil
society, the business sector, the scientific community and the political arena.

Three main tasks:

Advises the Federal Government on sustainability matters and the German
Sustainable Development Strategy.

Fosters public debate on sustainability.

Specifies fields of action and supports sustainability projects.
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Focus topics

Social cohesion in the transition
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https://www.nachhaltigkeitsrat.de/en/the-council/work-programme/

The German Council for Sustainable Development

The Council determines its rules of procedure independently and elects their chairperson.

The meetings are not open to the public.

The Council 1s supported 1n its activities by an administrative office based in Berlin with
approx. 20 staff members. It 1s financed by the Federal Chancellery.

The Council is summoned ~ 5 times a year by the chairperson.

The Council meets virtually within working groups, for example within the group on the
German Sustainable Development Strategy.



Contribution to the VNR through the GSDS

The German Sustainable Development Strategy (GSDS) forms the basis of the SDG
implementation in Germany.

The German VNR 1s based on the German Sustainable Development Strategy, which was
first elaborated 1n 2002 and 1s being updated every tour years. It 1s the key instrument for
strategically guiding and implementing sustainability in Germany.

The Council 1s mandated by the German Government to provide advice on the revisions
of the Sustainable Development Strategy. It does so by:
Publishing statements related to the process of updating the strategy or its follow-up

Regular meetings with the State Secretaries Committee on Sustainable Development
(responsible for the sustainability strategy)

Providing directly recommendations and comments to the draft strategy before adoption



Germany’s sustainable development architecture
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Areas of transtformation

Pollutant-free
environment

Key measures

Refinement of European
environmental and
Mational Air Pollution chemical law; international  Prevention of
Control Programme  Mmeasures marine litter
Sailsffuresi_:s
s ~— Digital Pact for Schools
Sustainable agriculture Liesiock Sratgy
Nitrate in Nitrogen input, Pact for the Public Health
'Q?ﬂ 'Ql% Strategy for the Future of groundwater Baltic Sea (14.1.aa) Service
and food systems )  Cmmermns -
2035 Arable Farming P“fs"h?‘;‘f i;' flowing Nitrogen ";1":*1 )/ Premature Research for
waters (6.1.a orth Sea (14.1.a : P
Strategy Organic farming ;‘l;t;r; ltl:;y Sustainability (FONA)
Nutri-Score (2.1.b) -
Early school leavers
Rt (4.12) A One Health

Deforestation-free

A Biodiversity (15.1)
N

Sustainable fishing,

All-day care pruvision,l-""'?'"'
0-5 year-olds (4.2.a/b)

Pollutant-free

. .
environment

el Morth and Baltic Seas

Action Programme (14.15) Gender pay gap

for Insect ) . Sustainable (5.1.a)

Conservation gltlrg}gen surplus agriculture R&D expenditure
National Food Systems ) and food (9-13)
Summit Dialogue Obesity rate systems Foreign school

among adults (3.1.f) A f graduates (10.1)
reas o
transformation

Round Table on Resource

Final energy

Business support
measures

Due diligence
obligations

Sustainable
finance policy

2030 Climate Action

Effigienqr in Civil Final Sustainable
ngineering inal energy e o productivity Programme
fegentfandnglor el S macimnte  JRCE
Efficient Buildings transformation of ;
U5 11.2.b . Climate Change Act
(sustainability class) ( ) transportation action g
Support for Lander and
local government . Primary energy Natlonal fuel 'Emlss-lﬂl'ls
Additional support for Final energy Circular consumption (7.1.b) :2::;%:? heating/
research N consumption in economy
Incentives for electric ] oods transport 7
cars and trucks N I{gll.z.a} ° ) Greenhouse gas Coal Phase-Out Act
Mea*_;l.lres to imEr.n'.'E_the. emissions
efficiency and digitalisation (13.1.a) Renewable Energy
of cars and trucks . Sources Act, EEG 2021
Use of alternative, EMAS Products with ﬁ
regenerative fuels eco-manage- Private consum- publicly managed O,
= Carbon pricing in the transport sector ment (12.2]) ption CO; emissions ecolabels (12.1.a) Grant programmes to {*\-A
[ support decarbonising
= [2_°] Expert network on (12.1.bc) in industry
— sustainable building in DC

Off-track indicato™

S U Sta INa b I e b Ul I d IN g an d :‘:.mﬂtri“ assenger o Global NDC Partnership
m 1 1 T Sustainable Programme for  Creation of the necessa
t h e t ra n Sfo r a t I O n Of t ra n S p O rta t I O n i'Jr\rili.‘ia;rr{iv."“ln!;:‘I:"ht!lr product design Sl.rlzgainahle framework conditions il?IF
Consumption primary and secondary law
Five-Point Plan for Support for more
less plastic waste and PAGE, GO4SDGs  sustainable consumption
more recycling patterns

PREVENT Waste Alliance

o}
e Circular economy

Human well-being and
capabilities; social justice

Energy transition and
climate action



Which experiences of meaningful impacts did we make?
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The Council carries out its own projects on sustainability
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For example:

syoustainable City* Dialogues with > 40 mayors
knowledge exchange and impulses for municipal sustainability

Serves as a plattorm for

policy and sustainable ur
Reporting Framework for Local Sustainability

Supports municipalities in making their progress of sustainable development

ban development

measurable and thus controllable
Forms the basis for numerous Voluntary LLocals Reviews (VLRSs)
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Kommunen unterstutzen.

Myriam R’clpi Of

Member of the German Council for Sustainable Development



