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2017 Blue Planet Prize Awards Ceremony

Audience with Present Crown Prince and Crown Princess Akishino



Full article: here

https://groupofnations.com/g7-summit-hiroshima-japan-2023/




USSR Premier Alexei Kosygin and US President Lyndon B. Johnson at a summit in Glassboro in 1967. Public 
Domain: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Konferenz_von_Glassboro#/media/Datei:Glassboro-meeting1967.jpg

IIASA Foundation

Signing of IIASA Charter in the Royal Society, London, in 1972. © IIASA
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A little about IIASA's history:
IIASA was founded in 1972 by representatives of the Soviet Union, the United States, and ten other East-West blocs to promote East-West scientific cooperation during the Cold War.

On the left photo – USSR Premier Alexei Kosygin and US President Lyndon B. Johnson at a summit in Glassboro in 1967 (they met to discuss Soviet-American relations and an idea to establish East-West institute appeared).�On the right photo – signing of IIASA Charter in the Royal Society, London, in 1972, which was the culmination of six years’ negotiation effort and the beginning of a remarkable project to use scientific cooperation to build bridges across political divides.


https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Konferenz_von_Glassboro#/media/Datei:Glassboro-meeting1967.jpg


41% Social 
Scientists

30% Natural 
Scientists & 
Engineers

29% Mathematicians & 
Others

467 researchers 
from 50 countries

IIASA today

20 national and 
regional member 

organizations 
(2024)

* Based on Annual Report 2022
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IIASA is governed by the Council comprised of one permanent representative from each National and Regional Member Organization. 

As of 2024, there are 20 members, with the Sub-Saharan Africa Regional Member Organization including 17 African countries 

Currently, over 450 researchers from 50 countries are working at IIASA, and they can be roughly categorized into three groups.

We also have research partners in member countries. The large and well-connected scientific network is highly productive in a variety of areas relevant for solving pressing global challenges.  



IIASA – Japan cooperation: Summary 2019-2023
The Japan Committee for IIASA (1972)

5 YSSPers and postdoctoral researchers 
12 staff 
191 alumni from or affiliated to Japan 

Building capacity with Japan
514 publications have resulted from IIASA-
Japanese research collaborations
34 publications focused on Japan
260 publications by Japanese researchers at IIASA

Research publications with Japan

Researchers, advisors, and diplomats from Japan 
have:
Visited IIASA 51 times and participated in 
IIASA events 72 times
IIASA researchers participated 114 times in 
meetings in Japan (both in-person and virtually)​

Knowledge exchange

Top 3 co-author collaborators in Japan
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Areas of research collaborations​
Simultaneously reducing air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions in Japan and Asia
Projecting demographic change in Japan
Advancing energy and integrated assessment modeling in Japan
Improving our understanding of the carbon cycle and the roles played by forests and agricultural lands
Reducing disaster risk in Japan
Growth, innovation, and technology research

In January 2024 a Japanese school visited IIASA to learn about systems analysis
104 knowledge exchange opportunities offered to researchers (both in IIASA and externally in 2023)





• IIASA and the Japan Committee for IIASA: Joint Research 
Project on City Transformation in support of the Ministry 
of the Environment Japan to contribute to the IPCC 
Special Report on Cities.

• Announced at COP28 in 2023

• Symposium and Project launch 28 February 2024

Japan‘s Contribution to the 7th 
Assessment Cycle of IPCC and Collaboration with 
IIASA on “Climate Change and Cities”

Japanese Team members and Zig Klimont (IIASA) met for discussions on a joint research project on climate 
Change and cities on 20th July 2023 at IGES Office, Tokyo © IGES 

Presentation of the joint research project: City Transformation at COP28 
https://x.com/IIASAVienna/status/1732325900090298776?s=20 ©Yoshiki Yamagata 
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IIASA and the Japan Committee for IIASA started their Joint Research Project on City Transformation in support of the Ministry of the Environment Japan to contribute to the IPCC Special Report on Cities.
Announced at COP28 in 2023
Symposium and Project launch 28 February 2024 to understand how Japan can contribute to the IPCC 7th assessment cycle


https://x.com/IIASAVienna/status/1732325900090298776?s=20




Contemporary Cairo: Sustainable, Inclusive, Beautiful?

© Mohamed Abd El Ghany / REUTERS here
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Contemporary Cairo: Sustainable, Inclusive, Beautiful?

https://www.spiegel.de/fotostrecke/bilder-des-tages-fotos-aus-deutschland-und-der-welt-fotostrecke-122824.html#bild-eb17c543-f128-43ae-9b7c-4b5e2cf30796


© Goran tek-en via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamia


The rise and fall of great world cities

The History of 
Urbanization, 

3700 BC - 2000 AD

© Max Galka 2016

http://metrocosm.com/map-history-cities.html




MINERAL-BASED MATERIALS
BIO-BASED 
MATERIALS

CARBON POOL 
FORMATION

CARBON POOL DEPLETION CARBON POOL 
REPLENISHMENT

Cities in the Evolution of the Carbon Cycle

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-019-0462-4

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-019-0462-4


Original Bauhaus The New European Bauhaus Bauhaus Earth



Reconstructing the Future for People and Planet – a New Bauhaus Initiative
PAS Conference, 9-10 June 2022

© Gabriella Clare Marino



A minimalist Japanese architect is designing 
homes for refugees that they can build 
themselves

Shigeru Ban
Original article: here
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https://qz.com/africa/1036808/a-minimalist-japanese-architect-is-designing-housing-for-refugees-in-kenya-that-they-can-build-themselves/

https://qz.com/africa/1036808/a-minimalist-japanese-architect-is-designing-housing-for-refugees-in-kenya-that-they-can-build-themselves/


Traditional Japanese Architecture
Hōryū-ji, completed in 607

© Wikimedia Commons © Agency for Cultural Affairs, Japan, 2019
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https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C5%8Dry%C5%AB-ji
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Horyu-ji11s3200.jpg


https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Horyu-ji11s3200.jpg


Full paper: here

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-023-06557-9


The Great 21st-Century Transformation

© IDB 2021

Green 
Business

Or
No Business!

Dumb Divisive Linear Petro-Economy

ENERGY & MATERIALS FROM FINITE SOURCES

Smart Inclusive Circular Bio-Economy

ENERGY & MATERIALS FROM RENEWABLE SOURCES

https://blogs.iadb.org/sostenibilidad/en/circular-economy-now-or-never/


Means & Methods for Civilization

No-Tech Hi-Tech

Bacteria & Algae

Natural Tissues

Mineral Extraction

Quantum Computing

AI
Additive Manufacturing

Micro-Electronics

Inorganic Chemistry

Synthetic Biology

Simulation Modelling Nano Devices

Organic Chemistry

Evolutionary Design

Refined Biomass

Combustion Technology

Composites

No-Tech meets Hi-Tech!

Smart Circular 
Bio-Economy

Middle-Tech



No-Tech meets Hi-Tech!

Markus Spiske / UnsplashJuan Gärtner / stock.adobe.com / Journal Onkologie

4 Feb 2024 full article here

Mar 2018 full article here

Markus Spiske / UnsplashJuan Gärtner / stock.adobe.com / Journal Onkologie

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2024/feb/04/first-uk-patients-experimental-messenger-mrna-cancer-therapy-treatment#:%7E:text=A%20revolutionary%20new%20cancer%20treatment,cancer%20and%20other%20solid%20tumours.
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aar7112
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