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Building on OECD modelling work on plastic
leakage to the environment & policies
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Modelling the lifecycle of plastics to estimate
plastic leakage to the environment
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Policy levers to influence the lifecycle of
plastics
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Plastic pollution has become a policy
priority in the APT region

«  APT national plastics action plans
generally comprise

— downstream policies:
plastic waste management and
recycling

— upstream policies: bans,
reduction plans and fiscal
measures.

*  General waste management
improvements are also being
pursued in parallel.

* There are opportunities for
enhanced policy action given the
region's potential for a circular
economy transition.
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APT waste Infrastructure Is prone to
plastics leaking into the environment

Current National Waste Management Infrastructure
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Opportunities for enhanced policy
action remain

[ Number of APT countries per policy and status ]
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closing plastic
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can be more strictly enforced.
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sorting at source
are in the early stages.
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Plastic indicators are very heterogenous
across APT countries

» APT countries » GPO regions
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APT plastic use has almost quadrupled since 1990
reaching 149Mt in 2019

Share of plastics use by Share of plastics use by polymer
applications in 2019 in 2019
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Source: OECD Global Plastics Outlook Database, local studies, World Bank studies (2021)



Mismanaged plastic waste (26%) remains
>> larger than recycled plastics (12%)

[ Share of end-of-life fates in 2019 ]
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Plastics use will grow heterogeneously

within APT
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Thank you!

Contact:
Ruben.Bibas@oecd.org

https://oe.cd/plastics
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