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“Urban” before AR6; in AR5 

WG I – single mention 
on urban albedo and 
two mentions of heat 
islands with reference 
to Global Mean 
Surface Temperatures

Three chapters in WGII 
on "Human Settlements, 
Industry, and 
Infrastructure”, include 
one dedicated chapter 
on “Urban Areas”

Human settlements, 
infrastructure and spatial 
planning chapter in WGIII, 
and several implicitly urban 
sectoral chapters 



• WGI

• Chapter 10: Linking Global to 
Regional Climate Change

• Influence of heat islands and 
temperature extremes 

• Box 10.3 Urban climates – processes 
and trends

AR6 “urban” material



• WGII

• Chapter 6 and 
regional chapters

• Cross-Chapter 
Paper on coastal 
cities

• Especially on 
issues of sea 
level rise and 
adaptation 
approaches to 
reduce risk

AR6 “urban” material



AR6 “urban” material

WGII

• Compound & cascading risks

• Adaptation & climate resilient development



• WGIII

• Chapter 8: Urban systems and Other 
Settlements

• Other sectoral chapters – Buildings, 
Transport, and Industry

• WGII and III also had a shared cross-WG 
box on cities and climate change

AR6 “urban” material



• Synthesis Report

• 18 mentions of “urban” in SPM text in terms of 
higher risks but also as avenues of climate action 
through climate resilient development 

AR6 “urban” material



Special report on Climate Change and Cities
• Supported by Governments & UN-Habitat, C40 Cities, ICLEI, UCLGs, GCOM…

• Significant interest from practitioner, decision-making, and advocacy communities 

• Involves contributions from all Working Groups, and will administratively be led by Working Group II 
for AR7

• Selection of nominated scoping experts underway for a scoping meeting next April (Venue TBD)



What expertise were we looking for in scoping experts?

Biophysical aspects of cities

Impacts and Risks, including (i) Economic and Non-economic Losses & Damages and (ii) 
Compounding and Cascading Aspects

Sectoral Development, Adaptation, Mitigation and Responses to Losses & Damages

Energy and Emissions

Governance, Policy, Institutions, Planning and Finance

Civil Society



What expertise are we looking for in scoping experts?
Not focused on just one Working Group → an 
integrative approach is needed for this SR
• Similar to AR6 SRs

The audience are governments across multiple 
levels 
• They seek coherent policy-relevant 

information on climate action  

The need to scope chapter content outlines and 
finalise the narrative of the report during the 
scoping meeting
• Material will be reviewed at IPCC plenary 

and approved subject to governmental 
feedback  



For more information: IPCC Secretariat: ipcc-sec@wmo.int IPCC Press Office: ipcc-media@wmo.int Visit ipcc.ch

@IPCC_CH
#IPCCReport @IPCC @IPCC linkedin.com/

company/ipcc

Thank you!
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