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Abstract

This study investigates the feasibility of collecting donations from citizens to fund
international environmental cooperation in their cities of residence in Japan. Although
some Japanese cities have contributed to international cooperation, the restricted budget
makes it difficult for them to continue cooperation. The donation of eco-points, which are
money-like rewards for carrying out environmentally friendly activities, could help fund
future international cooperation. Adult citizens of Kitakyushu City and Yokohama City
were randomly chosen and surveyed. These two cities have been leading international
environmental cooperation and have their individual eco-point programs. Attitudes toward
eco-points donations for international cooperation varied across citizens. Those interested
in problems of developing countries and those supporting their city’ s future international
cooperation favored donations. The elder citizens were also favored it. Those who had
collected existing eco-points disregarded donations. On average, citizens prefer cash-
back rather than donating eco-points and quitting eco-point programs that require large
donations. Therefore, the collection of a smaller donation from each participant results in
a larger sum. The estimated annual sum for Kitakyushu City, which has a population of 1.0
M, is between 1.00 M and 4.19 M yen, depending on the participation rates of citizens in
the eco-point program.

Key Words: International environmental cooperation, eco-point program, donation,
social survey



