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Concept Note 

Context 
 

There is a broad consensus today that swift and ambitious action is needed to avert the most 
catastrophic consequences of climate change. This consensus stems from a growing 
awareness of climate change's profound social, economic and environmental implications, 
which has galvanized support for climate action across diverse sectors, geographies and 
platforms. This global momentum for climate action has been reinforced by international 
accords such as the Paris Agreement, and further strengthened by the resolve of the 
Conference of Parties (COP) and the G20 coalition which have showcased remarkable 
commitment and aspiration towards fostering a future that is both low-carbon and resilient. 
 

Within this context, India's G20 presidency and the UAE as the host of COP28 assume 
significant importance for representing and elevating the voices of the Global South within 
the global climate policy discourse. Both India and the UAE have emphasized advancing global 
climate action, all the while nurturing avenues for equitable green transitions, and sustainable 
and inclusive development.  
 

The final stage of the Indian G20 Presidency will intersect with the COP28, and the overlap is 
fortuitous and presents a unique opportunity to align India's G20 Presidency’s outcomes on 
climate action with the COP28 agenda. By pursuing such synergistic efforts, we can ensure 
that the outcomes and commitments of both platforms mutually reinforce each other, 
resulting in a more comprehensive and effective global response to the challenges posed by 
climate change. India's G20 presidency, coupled with the upcoming COP28, can strengthen 
global cooperation, enhance climate ambition, and advance sustainable development goals. 
By leveraging these platforms, nations can work together to accelerate the transition towards 
a low-carbon, resilient, and sustainable future for all. 
 

Format 
 

The forum will convene over 100 participants for a one-day conference in Abu Dhabi, UAE. 
We expect to see participation from high-level country delegations, international 
development agencies, business leaders, entrepreneurs and experts from across 
geographies.  
 



             
 
 

With the participation of distinguished speakers and delegates from around the world, this 
forum will serve as a platform for robust discussions, innovative ideas, and insightful debates 
on pressing global climate imperatives, with a particular focus on Global South perspectives.  
 

The forum will feature a series of 8 - 10 discussions across a range of formats. The event aims 
to facilitate and promote engagement with impactful research and knowledge products while 
simultaneously nurturing and sustaining new communities throughout the process. 
 

Thematic Pillars: 
 

1. Energy Prosperity for All  
 

As global economies prime themselves to transition towards green and clean sources of 
energy, the principles of energy equity and justice must remain central to the energy 
transitions agenda. Escalating geopolitical tensions have strained an already delicate energy 
landscape marked by market volatility, surges in energy prices, and disruptions across energy 
value chains. These issues continue to jeopardize the availability and access to affordable 
energy resources, and such shocks on fuel, fertilizer, and food disproportionally impact the 
Global South countries. The Indian G20 Presidency underscored the importance of ensuring 
modern, sustainable energy access for all, a core focus of the ETWG. Similarly, the President-
Designate of COP28 has accentuated the intrinsic link between environmental action and 
social justice, advocating for more equitable and inclusive energy transitions. Notably, the 
two nations have jointly committed to prioritizing cooling on the global energy agenda. This 
pillar will seek to address key challenges to affordable energy access including issues of power 
supply adequacy, quality, and reliability; promoting access to clean cooking fuels and 
technologies; enhancing the efficiency, availability, and deployment of renewable energy; 
and fostering the formulation, execution, and adherence to energy regulations, standards, 
and policies. 
 

2. Climate - Health - Gender Nexus  
 

The intersection of climate, health, and gender is a crucial focus at COP28 and within the 
context of India's G20 presidency as well. Recognizing that climate change affects vulnerable 
populations differently, particularly in terms of health outcomes and gender disparities, 
addressing these issues becomes paramount. How can we better integrate health and gender 
considerations into climate policies and actions? The health implications of increased 
heatwaves, extreme weather events, air pollution, changes in disease patterns etc., are dire; 
what efforts should be made to promote resilient healthcare systems and incorporate health 
adaptation strategies into national climate plans? Acknowledging the differentiated impacts 
of climate change and its health outcomes across genders, how can we ensure gender-
responsive climate policies and integrate gender perspectives into climate actions, health 
programs, and funding mechanisms? 



             
 
 
 

3. Climate and Technology  
 

Technological innovation plays a crucial role in combating climate change and achieving SDGs. 
The G20 endorses and promotes international cooperation, investment, and policy 
frameworks to accelerate the adoption of climate-friendly technologies. However, challenges 
persist in scaling up and deploying these technologies, such as securing financing, ensuring 
accessibility, and facilitating technology transfer to developing countries. The role of COP 
negotiations is, therefore, vital in facilitating global technology transfer, protecting 
intellectual property rights, and building capacity in developing nations. What policy 
frameworks, incentives, and regulatory mechanisms are necessary to accelerate the adoption 
of climate technologies on a global scale? How can we create a more conducive environment 
for MSMEs to enable them to take the lead in the climate-tech industry? The potential of 
emerging technologies such as renewable energy, carbon capture and storage, sustainable 
aviation fuel, and digital solutions in transforming the climate landscape is immense, but how 
can we be more mindful of equity considerations as well as the potential risks associated with 
the deployment of these technologies?  
 

4. Climate Finance  
 

The current scale of global climate finance falls significantly short of the investments required 
to support emerging and developing economies in pursuing net-zero trajectories. Moreover, 
the distribution of climate finance exhibits biases that put emerging and developing 
economies at a disadvantage. The majority of mobilized climate finance remains within the 
country of origin. Furthermore, a notable proportion of climate finance is directed towards 
mitigation efforts, while adaptation funding is disproportionately limited. This discrepancy is 
concerning since low- and middle-income countries are most in need of adaptation funding, 
leaving them vulnerable to climate-related shocks. What regulatory frameworks and 
incentives are required to nudge pools of global private capital towards sector agnostic green 
investments in the Global South? Will the global stocktaking outcomes, including the 
assessment of financial contributions, be influential in shaping international perceptions and 
expectations and as a result, determine the fate of foreign policy and trading relationships 
between countries? Market-based financial instruments, including carbon markets and 
nature markets, have gained significant attention within the G20 and COP deliberations as 
effective tools to address climate change. How can the G20 and COP promote the 
establishment of reliable accounting standards and robust governance frameworks for carbon 
markets? How can we prioritize equity and climate justice in global carbon market discussions 
and mechanisms? And lastly, while COP 27 closed with a breakthrough agenda agreement to 
provide “loss and damage” funding for vulnerable countries hit hard by climate disasters, how 
can the upcoming COP28 ensure its effective implementation? 
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