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ABSTRACT

Shenzhen City is located in the Southern coastal area of Guandong Province,
which is an adjoining city of Hongkong. Shenzhen has been a small, undeveloped rural
town until 1979, when the national government of China decided to set the city as a
model of open policy and economic development. Since then, Shenzhen has gone
through an astonishingly rapid economic growth and urbanization process. Its
population has grown from 300 thousand to 3.8 million in last 18 years, with industrial
production become more than 570 times. Along with prosperity, the rapid economic
development has brought Shenzhen various environmental problems. Yet Shenzhen is
keeping relatively good environmental conditions compare with other cities in China.
This research reviews the environmental status of Shenzhen, together with the policy
measures taken by local government, and analyzes the features of Shenzhen
environment management model, based on a field survey conducted in June 1998. It has
been found that there are many factors playing positive role in environment
management of Shenzhen, such as the open up policy, rapid economic development,
natural conditions, availability of highly qualified personnel, development strategies of
city government etc. The experience of Shenzhen environment management can provide

good model as well as lessons for other rapidly developing cities of the region.
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