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Summary

During the mid-course review of itswork plan, it was felt that there was a need for the Environmental
Governance Project of IGES to take a more sharply focused approach to addressing the problems of
environmental governance in the Asian region. Acid rain in East Asiawas selected as a potentia area of
such investigation. A preliminary survey was therefore conducted of past and on-going research activities as
well as current policies on acid rain issuesin East Asia.

As aresult, the following points were confirmed:

1) It isessentia for further development of regional cooperation on acid rain control to build an international
scientific infrastructure, including the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET).

2) In order to accomplish the task, careful considerations should be made of the historical and geopolitical
context of diplomacy in Asia. For example, international organizations such as UNEP, ADB and
UN/ESCAP should be involved in the process of these activities. Also, existing international forum or
policy dialogue such as APEC and ASEAN should be utilized to promote further regional cooperation on
the issue;

3) Interdisciplinary and strategic research should be carried out to support these activities, in addition to the
on-going scientific research on the design of monitoring systems and the development of long-range
transport models; and

4) Such strategic research should be jointly conducted across national boundaries, and the process of
research should be broadly open to the public.

Based on these preliminary findings, the EG project held a Brainstorming Forum on Acid Rain in East Asia
on 12 February 1999. Policy-makers concerned and researchers from various disciplines of natural and
socia sciences in Japan attended the forum, and discussed about how to develop aregional cooperative
framework on the issue. It was also pointed out that there was a need to initiate the interdisciplinary and
strategic research. Therefore, the latter part of the free discussion was devoted to discussing the IGES
proposal for international joint research on thisissue.
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