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On June 26 1998, the IGES Environmental Education (EE) Project held a symposium
in Kanagawa prefecture, which was entitled "Partnership among Citizens towards
Environmental Conservation and Ideal Environmental Education” to commemorate the
opening of IGES. It aimed to talk about EE with the general public. Panelists were
invited from each of the following sectors: media; business & industries; NGOs; and
formal education. The points and problems in establishing partnerships among the sectors
were discussed. It was very useful for the EE project to participate in talks with the
panelists from the four sectors and the general public, as the EE project considers this

partnership indispensable for environmental conservation.

Mr. Shigeyuki Okajima, deputy editor of the commentary department of the Yomiuri
Shimbun, mentioned that "scientific and diplomatic knowledge is necessary when we
write articles which concern environmental issues. However, it is becoming more difficult
for journalists to keep up with the issues as they are becoming broader and more

complicated".

Mr. Osamu Kobayashi, an advisor for Tokyo Electric Power Company, introduced the
activities of his company to the participants, such as nature programs for citizens and
reports on its environmental actions, which were to be examined by experts from within

and outside the company.

Mr. Harumi Suda, the director of Earthday Japan, mentioned that "the check and
balance of all activities of governments, citizens and companies will contribute to the

establishment of a sound society".

Mr. Naotoshi Miyamoto, the principal of Irifune primary school in Yokohama, said "it
is important to increase the awareness of children by means of EE". He also mentioned

that his school has "classes which are carried out in this context".

Some questions were raised by the participants and opinions were actively exchanged

with the panelists.

As a result, it was confirmed that strengthening relations among the 4 sectors was

essential to promoting the effective implementation of EE.
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