
 
 

 

1 of 2 
 

ISAP 2018 Plenary Session on Adaptation, 9:00-10:40 AM, 19th July 2018 

 

Regional Cooperation for Adaptation Planning Beyond 

Boundaries 
 

Climate change impacts are being felt at global, regional, national and local levels. Adaptation governance has been 

shaped up at the global level under the UNFCCC-led Paris Agreement and preceding related initiatives that have 

started trickling down to the national level. As a result, many countries have started putting in place mechanisms 

for national adaptation planning. While many of these national adaptation plans are national-centric, as they are 

expected to be, they largely miss out on the regional implications of climate change, especially, relating to 

transboundary impacts resulting from common threats such as typhoon, floods, vector-borne diseases, glacier 

retreats etc. In order to address transboundary adaptation challenges, there is a greater need for regional cooperation 

and to identify mechanisms to facilitate the processes. South Asia and much broader Hindu Kush Himalayan 

(HKH) region, an important region in term of a large number of Least Developed Nations and a huge concentration 

of vulnerable people, is an important region facing transboundary impacts of climate change due to shared natural 

resource reserve, including waters from the Himalayas, for many countries. Some regions, such as ASEAN, have 

done well in enabling regional adaptation governance which provides advantages such as effectively harnessing 

regional capacity resources for pushing otherwise sluggish national adaptation planning and implementation, attract 

global financial resources for initiating common approaches including guidelines and tools for adaptation decision 

making and enhance regional integration. Promoting a regional adaptation planning mechanism will be 

instrumental to not only tackle transboundary impacts of climate change but also to harvest the opportunities that 

climate change may bring. 

 

Considering the importance of regional cooperation for adaptation planning, this plenary session brings experiences 

from the HKH region and the ASEAN region, and explore the role of various knowledge institutions and bilateral 

agencies in enhancing regional cooperation for adaptation planning and implementation to deal with common 

climate threats.  

 

The session will be implemented in two rounds. Round 1 consists of keynote speech from two distinguished 

speakers followed by a panel round consisting of distinguished stakeholders to share their experiences on the 

matters related to the session. 

 

Round 1 35 min. 
Note: Each keynote speaker will have 10 min each.  

 

Introductory remarks  Moderator: Prof. Kazuhiko Takeuchi, IGES 

 

Keynote speakers 

● Dr David James Molden, ICIMOD: Regional adaptation needs especially identifying transboundary impacts 

that need enhanced regional cooperation in the HKH region. 

● Prof N. Mimura, Ibaraki University: Transboundary impacts of climate change: Available science evidence 

for policy decision making and areas for international cooperation. 

 

Discussion points 

The moderator may contextualize these to specific presentations  

1. What are the science-related information gaps in decision making for addressing transboundary adaptation 

issues? How can a regional mechanism complement information gap and assist in decision making? 
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2. What kind of transboundary mechanisms that an adaptation planning initiatives can take advantage? How 

effective have these mechanisms been and how they can be strengthened? 

3. In what ways regional initiatives such as a regional cooperation can support ongoing national adaptation 

planning processes? What are the immediate steps for that? 

 

Prof Takeuchi will summarize the session.  

 

Round II 40 min. 
Note: In this round, the discussion will be deepened to individual stakeholders who can support and enhance regional 

planning and cooperation processes and its implications for national adaptation planning. The following panel members will 

share experiences of supporting a regional adaptation planning process. 

Moderator: Dr Henry Scheyvens, IGES 

Panel Members: 

● Dr. Chiho Watanabe, NIES, Japan. 

● Ms. Megumi Muto, JICA, Japan. 

● Ms. Rohaya Saharom, National Environment Agency, Singapore. 

● Dr. Dechen Tsering, UNEP-ROAP, Thailand. 

 

Discussion points 

All questions are common to all the panel members. The moderator will take one question in one round with the panel 

members. There will be 4 rounds. Each panel member will have roughly 1.5-2.0 min. to respond to each question.  

 

1. How and to what extent the current national adaptation planning address the transboundary impacts of climate 

change? [The panel members may respond by referring to specific country examples and approaches for addressing the 

transboundary impacts of climate change in national adaptation planning. The panel members may also provide their 

observations on limitations of these approaches, and critical aspects that need to be considered to further scale up such 

approaches]. 

2. What are the critical areas of regional cooperation for addressing transboundary impacts of climate change? 

[The panel members may respond by stating their view on the need for a regional cooperation to address transboundary 

impacts of climate change in a given regional context such as South or Southeast Asia, how countries benefit from such 

regional cooperation especially by identifying specific areas such as data sharing, expertise and experience sharing in 

areas such as river basin management, etc.]. 

3. How can regional cooperation initiatives designed to address transboundary impacts of climate change be 

funded? [Given that most of the current adaptation financing is linked to country-specific programming, the panel 

members may discuss various financial sources and approaches that regional cooperation initiatives can access and 

benefit from, providing specific examples if possible. The panel members may state any limitations in funding regional 

initiatives and how to address such limitations]. 

4. How can entities such as networks, intergovernmental and regional organizations help facilitate addressing 

transboundary impacts of climate change? [Dwelling on some experiences, the panel members may elaborate on how 

regional cooperation initiatives can be facilitated through networks, how to sustain such initiatives, and how these 

experiences can be further scaled up. Panel members may also specify the role of regional organizations]. 

 

Question and Answers 15 min. 
Moderator: Dr Henry Scheyvens, IGES 

Note: The panel will interact with the audience. The first two Keynote speakers will join the panel for the Q&A 

session. 

 

Concluding Remarks 5 min. 
Dr Henry Scheyvens, IGES 


