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Importance of SDGs as a framework for integrating 
the three dimensions of sustainable development

SDGs aim to transform 
the world by

ending poverty
protecting the planet 
ensuring  prosperity for all. 

Source: Rockström and Sukhdev (undated)
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Source: EC‐Environment homepage

Environmental sustainability for SDGs
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IGES SDG Interlinkages Analysis & Visualisation Tool (V3.0) 
(https://sdginterlinkages.iges.jp/visualisationtool.html)

Source: A screenshot taken from the SDG Interlinkages Analysis and Visualisation Web Tool (Zhou, et al., 2019)
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Cross-cutting and essential role of environment-
related Goals: An example of Goal 12 on SCP

Source: The author.Source: A screen shot of the interlinkages 
between SCP targets and others using the 
SDG interlinkages tool.
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SDG indicators and quality data is crucial to an 
effective PDCA policy cycle

The DPSIR 
framework, EEA
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Significant data gaps in general and for 93 
environment-related indicators in particular

Source: UNEP, 2018. https://environmentlive.unep.org/sdgpolicybrief
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Data constraints on global and regional efforts in SDG 
monitoring: GEO 6 Measuring progress towards achieving the
environmental dimension of the SDGs

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27627/M
eaProg2019.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y%22
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Data constraints on global and regional efforts in SDG 
monitoring: ESCAP’s Asia and the Pacific SDG progress report

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/p
ublications/ESCAP_Asia_and_the_Pacific_
SDG_Progress_Report_2019.pdf
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Data constraints on global and regional efforts in SDG 
monitoring: SDG index and dashboards 

https://dashboards.
sdgindex.org/#/
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Data gaps for the indicators used in the SDG 
Interlinkages Tool

Indicators and data availability
-Major indicators: 232 global SDG 
indicators and data from UNSD Global 
SDG Indicators Database
-Other proxy indicators: World Bank 
Indicators Database, etc.;
-145 indicators with trackable data 
corresponding to 113 SDG targets were 
selected;
-Time series data (1990 – 2018) for 145 
indicators collected for 27 countries; 
-Uneven data availability for countries.

Source: The author



1212Strategic and Quantitative Analysis Centre (QAC), IGES

Closing SDG data gaps: Using proxy indicators 

https://epi.envirocenter.yale.edu/

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/Proxies%2
0Summary.pdf

https://environmentlive.unep.org/sdgs

http://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-
development-indicators/

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envst
ats/qindicators.cshtml

UNSD 
Environmental 
Indicators

https://www.resourcepanel.org/global
-material-flows-database

http://datasets.wri.org/ https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?Da
taSetCode=GREEN_GROWTH

https://seea.un.org/sites/seea.un.org/files/s
eea_as_a_measurement_framework_in_s
upport_of_the_post-2020_agenda_1.pdf
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Addressing SDG data gaps: Role of ICT and Big Data
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Closing SDG data gaps: National level

• SDSN’s recommendations for a robust and inclusive national data 
system

Strong data 
governance 
system

Strong legal 
and policy 
framework

Incentives for 
innovation

Financing for 
data system 
development

“…with an empowered national 
statistician or relevant national data 
coordinator…”

“…to ensure data interoperability 
and compatibility…”

“…to actively support public and 
private data access, collaboration 
and innovation…”

“…to ensure the long-term 
production, analysis and adoption of 
the vital data…”

Source: Based on SDSN (2019)
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Practical application of the IGES SDG 
Interlinkages Tool: Bangladesh Case Study

Approach
Review Bangladesh’s MDG progress and SDG preparedness
Consult relevant governmental agency involved in SDG planning
Reconcile governmental plans with the findings of SDG interlinkages analysis

A case study on integrated 
priority setting for SDGs 
planning in Bangladesh to make 
SDG implementation 
• effective in addressing the 

country’s developmental 
priorities and 

• efficient in leveraging co-
benefits and reducing 
constraints
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More than 60 links observed 
across all the three 
dimensions of sustainability 
• However, data is not available for as 

much as 44 percent of these linked 
targets (targets in grey cells)

• Consequently, the strength and 
nature of interlinkages of Target 6.2 
with targets  could not be identified

Interlinkages analysis of Target 6.2 on 
sanitation and hygiene for Bangladesh
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Closing SDG data gaps: National initiatives in Bangladesh

• SDG Tracker of the Government of Bangladesh

Source: Bangladesh SDG Tracker Homepage)

Web-based data repository
Governmental initiative aimed at

Tracking SDG progress
Strengthening data collection
Situation analysis and performance monitoring
Provides base year data as well as future 
targets for national and subnational levels 
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Closing SDG data gaps: National and sub-national 
initiatives in Indonesia

• Indonesia SDGs Dashboard
SDG indicators data available at the national and 
subnational levels

Source: Indonesia SDGs Dashboard homepages
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