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Summary

Since 1979 when the reform and opening-up policy was launched, China has enjoyed astounding
economic growth of 9.6% annually on average. In 2002, China announced a grand goal to create a “society
of modest prosperity” throughout the nation by achieving fourfold economic growth by 2020 from the
2000 level.

On the other hand, China’s environmental protection efforts since the 1990s have often failed to
keep pace with the rapid economic growth, making it difficult for China to take effective proactive
measures. Increasingly aware that environmental problems could seriously hinder sustainable growth, the
national leaders explicitly incorporated for the first time a win-win policy to achieve both economic
growth and environmental protection in the “Eleventh Five-year Program on National Economy and Social
Development” adopted in March 2006.

This keynote speech will outline the environmental problems in China resulting from rapid
economic growth, and discuss the prospects of China’s environmental measures and relationships with
Japan, while referring to the most recent report from China.
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