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Yes: Assessments Should Be Conducted N

development (“Global Goals™) = S
— Trade is a “means of implementation” or a tool. ‘H oA
— Trade in itself is not a goal. ;*’:3%
— We need to check whether or not trade is actually promoting or hindering global goals such as_;f?" e
human welfare, jobs, environmental protection, etc. N:ﬁ SR
« Other ministries such as environment, labor, health, should be more involved T
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The Scope of EIA Should Be Expanded to
“Sustainability Assessment” | |

discussed in SDGS

— Examples: climate change, deforestation, pollution harm health andw,ﬁ Sy |
Increase poverty and inequality. .. %ﬂ;f%@\ |
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e EU conducts sustainability assessment of trade agreements . _.ﬁ > 4
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SDGs and EIA/SIA of Trade Agreements AT

agreement.

— Many indicators are too narrow (for example, air pollution only
focuses on PM)

— Environment-related indicators are underdeveloped

— Some Important environmental issues are not included (e.g.
mining) =\



Expand Geographic Scope of EIA/SIA R -5

to economies outside of the negotiating group.

 Recommendation
— Analysis should at least cover all negotiating partners

— ldeally, the analysis should be global to consider whether trade impacts are
shifted outside of the negotiating partners



Who Should Conduct EIA/SIA? N

» The government may need to outsource the assessment to experts. -~ -*“*‘:1:

 NGOs may conduct their own separate assessments. 1%%1“@\
* Negotiating economies may commission joint assessments by a Hgt;\:g b
group research Institutes (one Institute from each economy) \
» Capacity development for EIA/SIA may be needed ﬁ"_.,-;.f & :
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When to Conduct EIA/SIA R \

 After the end of negotiations and before final approval
— To inform the final approval.

« After the agreement enters into force
— To check the overall progress. e
— To monitor implementation and enforcement of environmental provisions i ,/ &



g 1R
Methodology of EIA/SIA Should Be Improved

— New dispute settlement procedures, especially investor-state :/_a“ - 4;‘:‘_:
» Cumulative effects on trade should be considered W ARy
— Typical assessment focuses on additional impacts of a new agreement. These may be small, *ﬁiﬂ **‘1{‘;: 6
but the cumulative impacts of past agreements may be large. -1_;«‘5?‘ %ﬁsf@ ;
— There may be interactions between individual provisions of agreements, such as tariff zu:\ ff-aﬁ:*:: S
reductions + investment liberalization a.__‘l"'f" e,
 New methodology may be needed to address these issues o :
b
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National Environmental Policles &
Enforcement

» CIC = ClI1TVIIC clital PO C DUIU DE ale U U

reduce political support for trade agreements.
— Worries about trade competitiveness
— Worries about job loss

» Therefore, stronger and more harmonized environmental policies/
standards & strengthened enforcement should be incorporated into
trade agreements. (Similar to the EU.)



Example: Air Pollution

oInt source emission stanaards

« Fears about trade competitiveness may be preventing strengthening and
enforcement of standards

« Historical examples show that economies with higher standards become more
competitive in autos (Japan, China)

* EU example: harmonized standards plus capacity building for less developed
economies (CLRTAP: Convention on Long Range Transport of Air Pollution)



How EIA/SIA is Used (Or Not Used) A

e “Trade” negotiations tend to prioritize trade, and
trade/economy ministers are usually in charge.

e This Is why sustainability and environment-related
principles should be included among the main objectives of «
the agreement.



Institutionalization of EIA/SIA

— The process should include multistakeholder participation to allow civil
society involvement and input
e There should be some provision in the agreement to mandate that
environmental problems should be addressed, and a process for
addressing them should be established.
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Conclusion

« However, in the current global system, trade promotion has become an end in
Itself.

o SDGs established human well being as the goal, recognizing the importance of
conservation of the environment and ecosystems.

« Trade is a means of implementation.
« EIA/SIA is needed to determine to what extent trade contributes to these goals.
« EIA/SIA should be institutionalized within trade agreements
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