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Established in 1998 as non-profit policy 
research institute 
IGES Forest Conservation Team 
 Timber legality and responsible 

trade, and Zero-deforestation 
 REDD+ and climate change  

mitigation 
 Community forestry and 

participatory monitoring

Institute for Global 
Environmental Strategies 
(IGES)
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Clean Wood Act
Act on Promotion of Use and Distribution of
Legally-Harvested Wood and Wood Products
(Issued in 2016 & Enacted in 2017)

All importers of wood & wood products are
required to endeavor to check / confirm their
wood and wood products were legally harvested
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Checks and Confirmation of Legality by Importers 

Based on the Guide to the Clean Wood Act: 
http://www.rinya.maff.go.jp/j/riyou/goho/english/pdf/01essence-aop.pdf

Import 

 Types of  wood & wood products, and 
names of tree species  

 Names of the countries or regionsof harvest
 Weight, area, volume or quantity
 Name of tree owners or exporters 
 Documents providing that trees were 

harvested in compliance with the laws & 
regulations of the countries of origin 

2. based on information
 Laws & regulations 
 Performance of transactions 
 Other relevant information

Collect additional 
information e.g. 
elaboration on the 
supply chain 

Collect the information and documents and 
check the contents

Not 
handling 

Additional necessary 
measures 

Legality 
confirmed 

Cannot 
confirm 
legality   

Legality 
confirmed 

Cannot 
confirm 
legality   



Challenges for Japanese importers to 
conduct due diligence 

A) Complex laws, regulations & procedures 
B) Multiple documents 
C) Complexity of supply chains   
D) Risks: document fraud/misuse
E) Language barriers 



A) Complex legislation, system & procedures of 
timber supply chain
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Fig. Timber Supply Chain in Brazil   (STCP, 2018)



B) Understanding and access to documents 

Principals Relevant documents (Approval / Issuing agency)
Rights to harvest timber • Forest Management Agreement (PNGFA) 

• Timber Authority (PNGFA) 
• Clan Land Use Agreement
• Fiver Year Working Plan (PNGFA) 
• Annual Logging Plan (PNGFA) 
• Set up Plan (PNGFA Provincial Office ) 
• The associated inventory  (PNGFA Provincial Office ) 
• Environmental Impact Statement and Environmental Permit (CEPA)
• Waste Management Plan and Permit (CEPA)
• Waste Discharge Permit (CEPA)
• Water Extraction Permit  (CEPA)

Requirements for forest
management,  environment and 
social compliance including 
customary tenure 

• Positioning and mapping of cultural sites (PNGFA Provincial Office )  
• Signed Landowner Cultural Site Identification Form
• Consent of Land Owners form 
• Set-up monitoring (PNGFA Provincial Office ) 
• Scaling and Reporting (including royalty self-assessment ) on logs harvested  Control Logbook (PNGFA 

Provincial Office ) 
• Work Permit (DLIR)

Requirement for business
operators 

• Tax Identification Number (IRC)
• Registration as Forest Industry Participant (PNGFA)
• Certificate of Incorporation (IPA)
• Certificate Permitting a Foreign Enterprise
• Monthly declaration of Logs Harvested and Royalty Self Assessment (PNGFA Provincial Office ) 
• Evidence of payments (Export Duties and Levies )

Requirement for processing, 
transport and export 

• Export Permit (Ministry of Forestry)
• Export License (DTCI)

List of documents: PNG’s Timber Legality Standards for Forest Management 
Agreement 

Based on the PNG Forest Authority (2018) The Papua New Guinea Timber Legality Standard v4.3  
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C) Tracebility and complex international 
supply chains of tropical woods  

PNG

China 

Logs and roughly 
treated woods 

Board & Plywood 

Solomon 
Islands 

Equator 
Guinea

Cameroon 

Viet Nam 

Japan

Other 
tropical 

countries 

Korea. Rep

Germany

UK

USA

Australia
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D) Risks: document fraud / misuse

Un-known 
sourced logs

Export

Natural Forests 
Secondary 
Processing

Transportation 
documents

Transportation 
documents 

Primary Timber 
Processing 

Annual operation 
plan & Inventory 

• Customs 
declaration

• Package list
• Certificate for 

Country of Origin 
& etc. 

High incidence of informality

Record of 
operation 

Legalization of  logs of 
unknown source 

Ghost trees in 
false inventories
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More data & information
Different types & levels of data and information to support 
compliance with legal requirements in timber trade  

 Trade data: e.g. UN Comtrade, Resourcetrade.earth
 Geospatial information: e.g. Global Forest Watch
 Contextual information platform: 
 Country level: e.g. NEPCon Sourcing Hub, Timber 

Trade Portal, Clean Wood Navi, Gov. of Australia, 
UNEP-WCMC, Transparency International

 Company level: e.g. SPOTT, Open Timber Portal,
BVRio

 Other reports: e.g. FCS, Global Witness, EIA
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Clean Wood Navi: 
Information platform of the Japanese government for 
Japanese companies 

Descriptive country 
profile
• Timber production and 

distribution
• Laws, regulation & 

procedures
• List of and examples of 

documents
• Reported cases of illegal 

logging and trade 
http://www.rinya.maff.go.jp/j/riyou/goho/kuni
betu/index.html
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Example of Country Profile in the Clean Wood Navi (Peru) 

http://www.rinya.maff.go.jp/j/riyou/goho/kunibetu/
per/info.html
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 Variety of data & information source 
 Different views and approaches that variety of 

stakeholder may provide
 Language barriers  

Companies may need capacity to 
understand and analyze

 Mapping & organizing different types of 
data/information source

 Centralize information (especially for non-English 
spoken countries) 

Information Platform: 
Challenges & Suggestions 
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Different stage of supply chain  
 But much focus on forest management and 

harvest, and less coverage of processing

Need focus on 
• Laws & regulations, procedures of processing 
• Legality risks associated with processing 
• Product types and different stages of timber 

supply chain

Harvest  Secondary 
Processing

Primary Timber 
Processing 
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Risks  
 Increased risk information and useful index, 

but how to understand and reduce risks? 

 Organize & analyze types of risks 
 Collect & share challenges & prescriptions of 

good practice at different levels
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 Centralized information on demand-side countries
 Information sharing & dialogues between supplier & 

buyer countries 
 Enhance understanding of local contexts and 

challenges of producing & processing countries

Information for Producing & Processing 
countries
 What information is useful for actors in 

producing and processing countries?
 Are they confused with inconsistency/difference 

in policies & approaches of demand-side 
countries? 



Thank you!
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