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Developing a learning program for elementary
school children for multicultural coexistence,
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international relations, and biodiversity—
Proposal of the Landscape Drawing Method

Tomoki YAGASAKI ! and Bounchanh
LATTANAVONGKOT *
1 Institute for Global Environmental Strategies
2 Luang Prabang Provincial Forestry Section

Abstract: A learning program for elementary
school children was developed and proposed
as a packaged teaching plan for Japanese
school teachers. It aimed to deepen children’s
understanding of multicultural coexistence,
international relations, and biodiversity, and to
foster a harmonious attitude towards coexistence
with people with different cultures and ways of
life. It mainly comprised several types of activities,
such as drawing images, presentation, and
cooperative learning etc. An original approach,
the Landscape Drawing Method (LDM) , was
developed as a substitute for a questionnaire
survey targeting children, and applied to the
learning program so that they could actively work
to draw and visualize the relationship between
nature and living beings in their daily lives. The
analysis of the drawn pictures based on the LDM
seemed to provide meaningful information that
indicated a richness of their experience with
nature and knowledge of biodiversity. However,
the scientific evidence on the indication is
insufficient. For the realization of the practices
of the learning program, we have entered into
an original project, organized by Kanagawa
Prefectural Government, for sending an expert
and a researcher to schools as volunteer lecturers,
and addressed a proposal on the learning program
to the upper grades of all the elementary schools
in the prefecture. Although we are yet to receive
a request from the schools, the project will be a
precious opportunity for experts and researchers
to realize a practical application in soclety based
on their specific skills and knowledge. Further
and more detailed discussion on the achievement
of the learning program is required depending
on the progress of the implementation of the
program, data collection, and analysis of the
images provided by children.



