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Foreword

The Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) monitors and collects information on environ-
mental issues and policies in the Asia-Pacific region to report on the region’s progress in these areas and on
the development of a sustainable society. Since 1998, IGES has published an annual summary of major envi-
ronmental news for the Asia-Pacific region.

This year's summary covers a total of 92 news items as reported by experts in three organisations and 18
countries. Selected by fellow institutions and researchers, they do not necessarily reflect official viewpoints
of those individual countries or organisations, but give an overview of recent environmental trends and
issues in the region.
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[The Asia-Pacific Region] Tim Higham, United Nations Environment Programme,
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (UNEP/ROAP) - -------- 15
1. Afghanistan Conflict Environmental Damage Chronicled
2. Northeast Asia Dust and Sand Storms Project Initiated
3. South Asia State of the Environment Reports Target Policy Makers and Youth
4. ASEAN Fire Haze Agreement Takes Effect
5. Chinese Minister Xie Wins UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize

[The Asia-Pacific Region] Lester R. Brown, Earth Policy Institute (EPI) - -« -« - cvoeevnnn 21
China Losing War with Advancing Deserts

[The Asia-Pacific Region] Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) - -------- 25
1. The Kyoto Protocol

. South Asian Regional Conference on Transition towards Sustainable Development

. Second Meeting of the Kitakyushu Initiative Network

. The Second and Third Meetings of the Promotion of Asia Forest Partnership (AFP)

. Enactment of the “Environmental Education Promotion Law”

. UNEP FI 2003 Global Roundtable in Tokyo

. The Third World Water Forum (WWF3)

. The International Conference on Environmentally Sustainable Transport
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[Australia] Gerard Early, Australian Government Department of the Environment - - - - - - 33
1. More Protection for the Great Barrier Reef
2. New Heritage Legislation
3. First Marine Plan under Australia’s Oceans Policy
4. Sustainable Cities Initiative

[Bangladesh] Khandaker Mainuddin

Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies (BCAS) -« -« --c-oereeenn.. 37
1. UNDP will Support Cleaner and Environment Friendly Ship-Breaking
2. Conference on Sanitation Held in Dhaka
3. Laws to Regulate the Operation of Brick-kilns
4. Relocation of Tannery Cluster from Dhaka City to New Industrial Estate
5. Integrated Action Plan to Save the River Buriganga

[Cambodia] Khieu Muth, Ministry of Environment - -« -+ - orv e iiinnn 41
1. ASEAN Environment Year 2003 (AEY)
2. The 1st Ecotone Seminar Phase Il and The 3rd Meeting of Southeast Asian Biosphere Reserve Network (SeaBRnet)
3. Cambodia Protected Area Law

[China] Zhou Xin, Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy (PRCEE),

The State Environmental Protection Administration of China (SEPA) - -------- - 45
1. China Won 2003 Outstanding National Units Ozone Award
2. Information Disclosure of Corporate Environmental Performance
3. China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development
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5. Challenges and Opportunities to Develop Sustainable Development

[Japan] Yohei Harashima, Faculty of International Development, Takushoku University - - - - - -
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2003 Top News on the Environment in Asia - Summary

1. Water

Water issues were the topic of wide discussion in 2003. The year was designated as the “International Year of
Freshwater” by the United Nations. The Third World Water Forum was held in Japan, marking the first time an Asian
country hosted the Forum.

In addition to the World Water Forum, discussions were held throughout Asia on a comprehensive range of environ-
mental issues which included water.

The following reports indicate that water issues remain a source of grave concern in Asia, but some improvements have
also been noted.

The Philippines reports that in the province of Cebu, decreasing aquifer levels from industrial usage and increasing
saline contamination from infiltrating seawater could be enough to trigger a citizen's riot in ten years time.

According to a report from Vietnam, 90 percent of firms surveyed do not meet wastewater drainage standards, and 73
percent do not have wastewater treatment facilities.

While not a water issue per se, Lester Brown of the Earth Policy Institute (EPI) cites desertification as an area of concern.
Mr. Brown warns of the encroaching Gobi Desert, now only 240 kilometers away from Beijing; the imminent merging of
the Taklimakan and Kumtag Deserts; and the dire social and economic consequences of dust storms. The United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) also points out that the increasing frequency, scope and intensity of sand and dust storms
in Northeast Asia are not only hindering communications and economic activities, but also adversely affecting health, at
times becoming life-threatening.

Amidst these serious concerns, Bangladesh reports on agreements reached between the government and businesses to
relocate the tannery industry from the capital Dhaka to a neighboring city, and to construct toxic waste disposal facilities.
These arrangements are intended to prevent further discharge of toxic substances from tanneries into the Buriganga River.

In the future, a comprehensive approach to water resources management will become increasingly important. Malaysia
has plans to consolidate administrative powers for water management in the federal government. Malaysia’'s integrated
approach towards water resource management is expected to provide consumers access to copious amounts of good
quality water. Mongolia has designated 2004 as the year of water and will continue to regard water as a key environmen-
tal issue.

(UNEP-2, IGES-7, EPI, Bangladesh-2, -4, -5, Japan-4, Korea-3, Malaysia-4, Mongolia-4, New Zealand-2, Philippines-3,

Vietnam-2, -4)

2. Global Warming

The Kyoto Protocol was expected to come into effect in 2003, taking the fight against global warming one significant
step forward. However, the Protocol did not enter into force because Russia has delayed ratification. Despite this setback,
however, expectations for the Kyoto Protocol remain high, and activities related to the prevention of global warming have
been reported in many countries during the past year.

The “National Workshop for Clean Development Mechanism (CDM)” was held in the Indonesian capital of Jakarta.
Representatives from the government, parliament, research institutions, professional organisations, NGO's, private firms,
and national organisations attended the conference and adopted a declaration “to ratify the Kyoto Protocol in accordance
with Indonesian laws,” and “to establish a Designated National Authority (DNA) to promote CDM activities in Indonesia.”

In Nepal, biogas is regarded as a way to reduce carbon dioxide emission. Under the Kyoto Protocol scheme, Nepal
could potentially gain a credit of two million US dollars by using the 100,000 biogas plants located throughout the coun-
try. Parties involved in promoting the use of biogas are lobbying the government to take a positive approach on this mat-
ter.

New Zealand remains concerned about non-carbon dioxide greenhouse gasses emitted from livestock and agriculture.
The government proposed a new levy to fund research on agricultural gas emissions, but was forced to amend the pro-
posal under serious pressure from agricultural cooperatives and the levy was eventually scrapped.

(IGES-1, China-1, Indonesia-4, Japan-1, Nepal-4, New Zealand-1)

3. Air Pollution
Several countries have reported on measures to combat urban air pollution.

The results from a tuberculosis investigation in the Philippines revealed that 32.5 percent of surveyed patients were
jeepney drivers. Concern remains high about the suspected link between air pollution and tuberculosis which affect one
out of four people in the Philippines. Nevertheless, a large-scale demonstration protested the Clean Air Act enacted at the
beginning of the year, fuelled by fear of the legislation’s economic consequences, especially for tricycle drivers.
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Over 2,000 brick kilns located in the Bangladeshi capital of Dhaka are thought to be the major cause of air pollution in
that city. The Environment and Forest Ministry has decided to request kiln owners to make chimneys at least 36.6 meters
tall.

Thailand is promoting the use of gasohol, a bio fuel alternative to gasoline made by blending ethanol (produced from
sugarcane and cassava) and gasoline. Gasohol is being sold at 99 locations in and around Bangkok. The use of gasohol is
expected to decrease dependence on imported oil, and to contribute towards a cleaner atmosphere.

(UNEP-4, Bangladesh-3, Japan-2, Philippines-1, -2, -5, Thailand-1)

4. Industry and the Environment

Trade in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) region accounts for a staggering 47.4 percent of global trade.!
The following are reports from APEC nations on how environment concerns are being addressed in industrial (economic)
activities.

The recently-signed free trade agreement between Singapore and the United States contains clauses on environmental
consideration. These are regarded as the most environmentally-conscious clauses amongst all free trade agreements in the
APEC region, suggesting that environmental consideration can no longer be ignored when engaged in economic activities.

China has issued “the Bulletin of Information Disclosure of Corporate Environmental Performance.” A list of firms
which have not reached required environmental standards are made public periodically through the media. Listed firms are
obliged to disclose their environmental performances immediately.

In the Philippines, it is now possible for firms to obtain on-line government approval for environmental compliance.

The five major South Korean petroleum companies which operate that country’s gasoline stations and oil storage tanks
have reached an agreement with the government to maintain soil quality through a voluntary environmental protection
programme. During the first year, the petroleum industry will investigate the quality of soil underneath gas stations and
petroleum tanks. A similar investigation will be carried out every three years during the subsequent ten years. The oil com-
panies are obliged to conduct further studies and to restore the quality of soil within one year for any land which fails to
meet official soil quality standards.

In Thailand, the Natural Resource and the Environment Ministry has asked the Industry Ministry to cancel its contract
with a mining company and to rescind its mining rights for large-scale potassium (an important source of fertilisers)
exploitation because of problems in the company’s environmental reports.

(IGES-6, China-2, Korea-4, Nepal-3, Philippines-4, Singapore-1, Thailand-2)

5. Urban Environment

Sixty percent of the world’s population lives in Asia today? and one forecast projects 45.8 percent of the Asian popula-
tion to be urban dwellers by the year 2020.? It becomes apparent that enhancing the urban environment in Asia is an issue
requiring immediate action.

In Australia, the federal government has included plans for “Sustainable Cities” in its FY 2003-2004 budget. The aim is
to gain a better understanding of environmental pollutants, and to develop standards to minimise the impact of buildings
and some household appliances on the environment.

1SO14000 certification was conferred for the first time in India to three industrial districts in recognition of their suc-
cessful implementation of environmental management systems (EMS). These districts have achieved substantial progress in
the areas of resource conservation, solid waste management and potable water quality.

In Laos, individual provinces, Vientiane Municipality and Xaysomboun Special Zone have drafted two environmental
strategies each, one towards 2010 and the other to 2020, as well as environmental action plans for the period 2001 to
2005. The key objectives of these plans are to improve the quality of urban environments and to alleviate poverty in the
country by making effective use of natural resources which are latent sources of socio-economic development.

(IGES-3, -8, Australia-4, India-1, -3, Laos-2)

1 IMF, 2003. Direction of Trade Statistics, CD-ROM, March.
2 Calculated by IGES from United Nations Population and Vital Statistics Report 2002.
3 UNDP, 2000.
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6. Waste Disposal

In Indonesia, the Institute for Environmental Education and Development is studying ways in which farmers can manu-
facture instant juices, pickles and crackers from fruits and vegetables, and practice waste management, for example, by
creating compost from organic waste.

The Nepalese government has given approval to a private firm to manufacture organic compost over the next 30 years
from garbage generated in its capital Kathmandu. The compost will be produced from waste brought into a new garbage
disposal site, replacing the current site which is under heavy local opposition. The new scheme will allow sustainable man-
agement of metropolitan waste over the next 50 years.

In Mongolia, a household and industrial waste law was enacted. Under this legislation, household and industrial waste
will be separated and treated by types at an early processing stage, and recycling will be encouraged.
(Indonesia-1, Bangladesh-1, Japan-3, Korea-2, Mongolia-1, Nepal-2, Russia-2)

7. Nature Conservation

Asia is endowed with nature, and many countries have reported activities related to nature conservation. This year was
dubbed “ASEAN Environment Year 2003" and these activities have emphasised the importance of Asia’s natural environ-
ment.

In Australia, a new zoning plan has been introduced to step up conservation of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.
33.4 percent of the park is now protected and no extractive activity can occur in these areas. The Great Barrier Reef, the
world's largest coral reef, has become the world’s best protected coral reef zone.

Back in 1925, 10,500 hectares of Cambodian land including the Angkor Wat ruins were designated as Southeast Asia’s
first conservation area. Today, over three million hectares in Cambodia (20 percent of total land) are designated as pro-
tected areas. The government plans to enact a “protected areas law” to clarify administrative authority and responsibility,
encourage bio-diversity and protect natural resources in these areas.

In Malaysia, the crown prince of Pahang successfully led a team of divers to sink a fish-breeding reef made of environ-
mentally-friendly cement. Reports of coral beds being damaged by a barge anchoring irresponsibly and appearances of
large numbers of acanthaster (crown of thorns starfish) off Johor have been met with swift action from authorities who
have held barge workers responsible and have ordered an investigation on the acanthaster outbreak.

In the Far Eastern Russia, government plans to build a pipeline to ship Siberian oil to China and the Asia-Pacific markets
have been criticised by most environmental NGOs working in Siberia, Far Eastern and North Western Russia. They have
argued that the proposed pipeline will spill tens of thousands of tons of oil annually across the pristine Siberian environ-
ment when it traverses virgin lands possessing inestimable conservation value.

It has also been reported that three Malaysian and three Nepalese wetlands have been added to the Ramsar List of
Wetlands of International Importance. The Uvs Nuur Basin in Mongolia and Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park in Vietnam
have been recognised as World Natural Heritage sites.

(IGES-4, Australia-1, -2, -3, Cambodia-3, Indonesia-2, Korea-1, Laos-3, Malaysia-1, -2, -3, Mongolia-3, -5, Nepal-1, Russia-

1, -4, Thailand-3, -4, Vietnam-1, -3)

8. Environmental Education

Japan enacted the Environmental Education Law in July, the first Asian country to pass legislation specialising in envi-
ronmental education. The United Nations has designated the ten years from 2005 as “the UN Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development.” A number of reports related to environmental education have been received, underscoring its
increased importance in Asia.

Laos is pressing ahead with a national strategy on environmental education and awareness (EEA). In Indonesia, the
Institute for Environmental Education and Development is engaged in developing the skills and incentives of agricultural
and fisheries workers who comprise 46 percent of the nation’s population.

It is reported that the Asia-Pacific Centre for Environmental Law in Singapore is contributing towards capacity building.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has produced a youth-oriented state of the environment report
called “Children of the Monsoon” to encourage the younger generation to participate in environmental evaluation and
conservation activities.

(UNEP-3, IGES-S5, India-4, -5, Indonesia-1, Japan-5, Laos-4, Singapore-4)
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Tim Higham
Regional Information Officer
United Nations Environment Programme
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (UNEP/ROAP)

1. Afghanistan Conflict Environmental Damage Chronicled

In January the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) launched a Post-Conflict
Environment Assessment report of Afghanistan.

The assessment, prepared by 20 international scientists and Afghan experts who examined 38
urban sites in four cities and 35 rural locations last year, shows how two decades of warfare have put
previous environmental management and conservation strategies on hold, brought about a collapse
of local and national governance, destroyed infrastructure, hindered agricultural activity and driven
people into cities already lacking the most basic public amenities.

The report provides more than 150 recommendations, including environmental legislation and
enforcement, environmental impact assessment procedures, and capacity building for public participa-
tion and education.

The report was presented in Kabul to UN agencies, the donor community, Afghan agencies, NGOs
and the press.

Afghanistan’s Minister of Irrigation, Water Resources and Environment, Dr Ahmad Yusuf Nuristani,
also presented the report at UNEP’s Governing Council meeting in Nairobi in February, saying that
with adequate donor support it could provide the basis for integrating environmental policies and
plans in the country’s reconstruction programme.

More at http://postconflict.unep.ch/actafghassessment.htm

2. Northeast Asia Dust and Sand Storms Project Initiated

In January 2003 a Global Environment Facility (GEF) and Asian Development Bank (ADB) funded
project on Prevention and Control of Dust and Sandstorms (DSS) was initiated.

In response to requests from Governments, the project will prepare an institutional framework for
regional cooperation and a master plan to guide cooperation to alleviate DSS.

The plan includes establishment of a regional monitoring and early warning network, led by the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and the development of an investment strategy to
strengthen mitigation measures to address root course of DSS, initiated by the UN Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific.

Overall project management is by ADB while the project secretariat has been established at the
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification Regional Coordinating Unit for Asia in Bangkok.

Dust and sandstorms have occurred in Northeast Asia for thousands years but during the past 50
years their frequency, scope and intensity has accelerated, becoming a serious environmental problem,
disrupting communications and economic activity, affecting health and in some cases threatening
lives. Two severe dust storms in 2002 which originated in Mongolia affected 18 provinces in China,
the Korean Peninsular and large areas of Japan, before spreading across the Pacific Ocean as far as
North America.

The project will support reforestation efforts by the governments of China and Mongolia to com-
bat land degradation and desertification and alleviate the threats of DSS.

More information at http://www.asiansandstorm.org
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3. South Asia State of the Environment Reports Target Policy Makers and
Youth

In January the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) published a State of the
Environment (SOE) report for South Asia designed to guide action planning, policy setting and
resource allocation by key institutions of the region.

Launched during a Special Session of the Governing Council of the South Asia Cooperative
Environment Programme (SACEP) in Colombo, Sri Lanka, it identified the five key regional environ-
ment issues as livelihood security, environmental disasters, industrialisation, urbanisation and biodiver-
sity loss.

It draws on SOE reports prepared for Bangladesh, Bhutan, Dhaka City, India, Maldives, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Iran and Pakistan prepared by UNEP with the support of the Norwegian Agency for
Development Cooperation (NORAD).

A youth version, “Children of the Monsoon”, written by members of the South Asia Youth
Environment Network (www.sayen.org), was also launched to engage young people in environmental
assessment and action.

UNEP has helped develop national capacity in data processing, modeling and analysis to support
for the production of State of the Environment reports. The assessments also designed to feed into
UNEP’s flagship Global Environmental Outlook reports and inform the National Strategies for
Sustainable Development committed to by Governments at the World Summit on Sustainable
Development and due for completion in 2005.

More at http://www.rrcap.unep.org/
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4. ASEAN Fire Haze Agreement Takes Effect

The ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution, designed to prevent haze from land and
forest fires, came into effect in November.

The legal agreement among the ten member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) was drafted with the assistance of the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP).

It contains provisions on monitoring, assessment and prevention of fires, technical cooperation and
scientific research, mechanisms for coordination, lines of communication, information exchange, sim-
plified customs and immigration procedures for emergency response and disaster relief, and establish-
ment of an ASEAN Coordinating Centre for activities under the agreement.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer congratulated ASEAN Secretariat and Governments of
Southeast Asia for their commitment to preventing a repeat of the environmental, economic and
health disaster that affected the region in 1997-98.

In 1998 UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan appointed Mr. Toepfer to coordinate inter-agency assis-
tance to the ASEAN countries to fight land and forest fires and to develop long-term preventative
responses.

As well as the legal framework, an action plan to build fire fighting capability in the region and an
early warning system which uses high resolution satellite imagery to detect hotspots have been put in
place. Governments have also shown they are prepared to get tough on forest and plantation owners
who flout anti-burning laws.

More at http://www.haze-online.or.id/

5. Chinese Minister Xie Wins UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize

The Chinese Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration, Mr. Xie Zhenhua, was
presented with this year's prestigious United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Sasakawa
Environment Prize in November.

He shared the US$ 200,000 prize with Brazilian Dener Jose Giovanini, the founder of the National
Network for Combating Wild Animal Trafficking.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the co-winners had demonstrated how the complex
and apparently insoluble problems facing the world can be tackled. “Both have shown vision,
patience, pragmatism and an understanding of the need to engage and encourage numerous actors
and partners if sustainable development is to be realised.

Mr. Toepfer said that there had been an almost unchallenged belief that China’s dramatic econom-
ic growth — officially projected to quadruple by 2020 — could threaten the environment and health of
the region as well as the world. “Mr. Xie has shown that this does not have to be the case.”

For the past two decades, the minister has steered the world’s most populous country and fastest
growing economy towards an environmentally friendly path, overseeing projects that tackle air and
water pollution, wildlife conservation, the phase-out of polluting technologies and environmental pro-
tection.

In a variety of government posts Mr. Xie has championed ‘sustainable consumption and produc-
tion" — based on the concepts of clean and efficient use of resources and a recycling economy.

203 Tp News on B m A
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China Losing War with Advancing Deserts

China is now at war. It is not invading armies that are claiming its territory, but expanding deserts.
Old deserts are advancing and new ones are forming, like guerrilla forces striking unexpectedly, forc-
ing Beijing to fight on several fronts. And worse, the growing deserts are gaining momentum, occupy-
ing an ever-larger piece of China's territory each year.

Desert expansion has accelerated with each successive decade since 1950. China's Environmental
Protection Agency reports that the Gobi Desert expanded by 52,400 square kilometers (20,240 square
miles) from 1994 to 1999, an area half the size of Pennsylvania. With the advancing Gobi now within
150 miles of Beijing, China's leaders are beginning to sense the gravity of the situation.

Overplowing and overgrazing are converging to create a dust bowl of historic dimensions. With lit-
tle vegetation remaining in parts of northern and western China, the strong winds of late winter and
early spring can remove literally millions of tons of topsoil in a single day-soil that can take centuries
to replace.

For the outside world, it is these dust storms that draw attention to the deserts that are forming in
China. On April 12, 2002, for instance, South Korea was engulfed by a huge dust storm from China
that left people in Seoul literally gasping for breath. Schools were closed, airline flights were cancelled,
and clinics were overrun with patients having difficulty breathing. Retail sales fell. Koreans have come
to dread the arrival of what they now call "the fifth season"—the dust storms of late winter and early
spring. Japan also suffers from dust storms originating in China. Although not as directly exposed as
Koreans are, the Japanese complain about the dust and the brown rain that streaks their windshields
and windows.

Each year, residents of eastern Chinese cities such as Beijing and Tianjin hunker down as the dust
storms begin. In addition to having problems with breathing and the dust that stings the eyes, people
are constantly working to keep dust out of homes and to clean doorways and sidewalks of dust and
sand. Farmers and herders, whose livelihoods are blowing away, are paying an even heavier price.

A report by a U.S. embassy official in May 2001 after a visit to Xilingol Prefecture in Inner Mongolia
(Nei Monggol) notes that although 97 percent of the region is officially classified as grasslands, a third
of the terrain now appears to be desert. The report says the prefecture's livestock population climbed
from 2 million as recently as 1977 to 18 million in 2000. A Chinese scientist doing grassland research
in the prefecture says that if recent desertification trends continue, Xilingol will be uninhabitable in 15
years.

A more recent U.S. embassy report entitled "Desert Mergers and Acquisitions” says satellite images
show two deserts in north-central China expanding and merging to form a single, larger desert over-
lapping Inner Mongolia and Gansu provinces. To the west in Xinjiang Province, two even larger
deserts—the Taklimakan and Kumtag-are also heading for a merger. Highways there are regularly inun-
dated by sand dunes.

In the deteriorating relationship between the global economy and the earth's ecosystem, China is
on the leading edge. A human population of 1.3 billion and a livestock population of just over 400
million are weighing heavily on the land. Huge flocks of sheep and goats in the northwest are strip-
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ping the land of its protective vegetation, creating a dust bowl on a scale not seen before.
Northwestern China is on the verge of a massive ecological meltdown.

While overplowing is now being partly remedied by paying farmers to plant their grainland in
trees, overgrazing continues largely unabated. China's cattle, sheep, and goat population tripled from
1950 to 2002. The United States, a country with comparable grazing capacity, has 97 million cattle.
China has 106 million. But for sheep and goats, the figures are 8 million versus 298 million.
Concentrated in the western and northern provinces, sheep and goats are destroying the land's pro-
tective vegetation. The wind then does the rest, removing the soil and converting productive range-
land into desert.

The fallout from the dust storms is social as well as economic. Millions of rural Chinese may be
uprooted and forced to migrate eastward as the drifting sand covers their land. Expanding deserts are
driving villagers from their homes in Gansu, Inner Mongolia, and Ningxia provinces. An Asian
Development Bank assessment of desertification in Gansu Province reports that 4,000 villages risk
being overrun by drifting sands.

The U.S. Dust Bowl of the 1930s forced some 2.5 million "Okies" and other refugees to leave the
land, many of them heading from Oklahoma, Texas, and Kansas to California. But the dust bowl
forming in China is much larger, and during the 1930s the U.S. population was only 150 million-com-
pared with 1.3 billion in China today. Whereas the U.S. migration was measured in the millions,
China's may eventually measure in the tens of millions. And as a U.S. embassy report entitled "The
Grapes of Wrath in Inner Mongolia" noted, "unfortunately, China's twenty-first century 'Okies' have
no California to escape to-at least not in China."

Planting marginal cropland in trees helps correct some of the mistakes of overplowing, but it does
not deal with the overgrazing issue. Arresting desertification may depend more on grass than
trees—on both permitting existing grasses to recover and planting grass in denuded areas.

Beijing is trying to arrest the spread of deserts by encouraging pastoralists to reduce their flocks of
sheep and goats by 40 percent, but in communities where wealth is measured not in income but in
the number of livestock owned and where most families are living under the poverty line, such cuts
are not easy. Some local governments are requiring stall-feeding of livestock with forage gathered by
hand, hoping that this confinement measure will permit grasslands to recover.

China is taking some of the right steps to halt the advancing desert, but it has a long way to go to
reduce livestock numbers to a sustainable level. At this point, there is no plan in place or on the draw-
ing board that will halt the advancing deserts.

The entire world has a stake in China's winning the war with the advancing deserts given its eco-
nomic leadership role. But winning will not be easy. Qu Geping, the Chairman of the Environment and
Resources Committee of the National People's Congress, estimates that the remediation of land in the
areas where it is technically feasible would cost $28.3 billion. Halting the advancing deserts will
require a massive commitment of financial and human resources, one that may force the government
to make a hard choice: either build costly proposed south-north water diversion projects or battle the
advancing deserts that are marching eastward and could eventually occupy Beijing.

Source: http://www.earth-policy.org/Updates/Update26.htm
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Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES)

1. The Kyoto Protocol

Russia is now crucial to the fate of the Kyoto Protocol that aims to control greenhouse gases (GHG)
emissions, which many scientists say are the anthropogenic cause of climate change. To come into
force, the protocol must be ratified by those countries responsible for collectively producing 55 per-
cent of the world’s total GHG emissions in 1990. After the U.S., the largest GHG emitter in the world,
withdrew from the protocol, Russian ratification is necessary for meeting the requirement. At the
World Conference on Climate Change in Moscow, September 2003, which had been seen as an occa-
sion for Russia to articulate its firm commitment to ratification, President Vladimir Putin expressed his
support in principle for the Protocol, but did not present any timetable to approve it. Though the
Protocol alone cannot sufficiently cope with climate change, it can be seen as a significant first step
for stabilising atmospheric levels of greenhouse gases. It is also true that the Protocol was a political
compromise out of intense international negotiations, but it has already triggered the development of
institutional frameworks, which are design to help member countries reduce their GHG emissions in a
cost-effective way. Thus, its wholesale rejection will lead to huge sunk costs. Given the importance of
the Protocol, EU and Japan, which had already ratified the Protocol, are urging Russia to accelerate its
ratification procedure.

By the Climate Policy Project

2. South Asian Regional Conference on Transition towards Sustainable
Development

The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), in partnership with the International Human Dimensions
Programme on Global Environmental Change Industrial Transformation, and START (global change
SysTem for Analysis, Research, and Training) organised a regional conference on 10-11 February in
New Delhi, India. The purpose of the conference was to identify the important transitions required or
taking place in South Asia that attempt to ‘understand complex society environment interactions,
identify driving forces for change, and explore development trajectories that have a significantly small-
er burden on the environment’ while addressing concerns regarding the economic development in the
region. The sectoral coverage of the conference was on the provision of basic human needs (such as
water, food, energy, and materials) to different categories of needs (such as shelter, communication,
recreation, and financial services). The conference took a stock of existing research in these areas in
South Asia and discussed the areas for further research and priorities in the region. It was well partici-
pated by a large number of researchers from the region.

By the Urban Environmental Management Project

3. Second Meeting of the Kitakyushu Initiative Network

The Second Meeting of the Kitakyushu Initiative Network was held in the City of Weihai, China, on
15-17 October with the participation of 21 cities from 14 countries, to conduct a review of Network
activities and develop a consensus on future actions to further enhance activities. Activities carried out
following the inauguration of the Kitakyushu Initiative Network in November 2001 include the collec-
tion and analysis of successful practices in urban environmental management, support for the imple-
mentation of pilot activities, organisation of seminars and trainings on critical urban environmental
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management issues, and research on the application of quantitative indicators for urban environmen-
tal improvement.

The Meeting formulated ‘Conclusions & Recommendations’ to guide the activities of the Network,
including new topics for seminars and training sessions; expansion of completed and ongoing pilot
activities, as well as development of projects in news fields; promotion of twinning cities and study vis-
its; and development of benchmarks to evaluate environmental management capacity of cities.

Outcomes from the Meeting will be reported to the 5th Ministerial Conference on Environment
and Development in Asia and the Pacific to be held in 2005.

*The Kitakyushu Initiative for a Clean Environment, identified as a Type | Initiative at the World
Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, is a mechanism for the priority implementation of
the Regional Action Programme 2001-2005, with specific focus on environmental quality and
human health in urban areas. The Kitakyushu Initiative Network currently encompasses 55 cities
in 17 countries in the Asia-Pacific Region.

By the Urban Environmental Management Project

4. The Second and Third Meetings of the Promotion of Asia Forest
Partnership (AFP)

The meetings of the Promotion of Asia Forest Partnership (AFP) were held on 9-10 July, at
Yogyakarta, Indonesia (2nd meeting) and on 21 November, at Kisarazu, Japan (3rd meeting).

AFP was launched in 2002 as Partnerships for Sustainable Development during the World Summit
on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, 2002. AFP was hosted by the Government of Japan in
collaboration with the Government of Indonesia, the Center for International Forestry Research
(CIFOR), and the Nature Conservancy, as coalition of governments, international organisations and
civil society. This initiative's aim is to promote sustainable forest management in Asia by addressing the
following issues: good governance and forest law enforcement, developing capacity for effective for-
est management, combating illegal logging, controlling forest fires and rehabilitating and reforesting
degraded lands.

The objectives of the 2nd meeting of AFP were to enhance the prospects for the partnership
adding significant value to ongoing efforts in the region and to identify and explore potential activities
which are of particular interest of partners in addressing forest issues in the region.

The goal of the 3rd meeting was to examine further the concrete actions of AFP in the fields of
combating illegal logging, fighting forest fire, and rehabilitating and reforesting degraded lands,
which were agreed at the 2nd meeting. Also information networks and decision making mechanisms
among partners of AFP, fund raising and management, as well as measures to enhance and enlarge
AFP, were discussed.

Source: http://'www.asiaforests.org and http.//www.mofa.go.jp/policy/environment/afp/

By the Forest Conservation Project

5. Enactment of the “Environmental Education Promotion Law”

For the first time in Asia, a law dealing directly with “environmental education” was established in
Japan in July this year. Article 1 of this law states its objective as “stipulating matters necessary to
enhance motivation for environmental conservation and promote environmental education in order to
build a sustainable society, thereby contributing to ensuring a healthy, civilised life for the people both
at present and in the future.” There were arguments both for and against the bill in the process of its
formulation. But the registration and certification system outlined in the law has made it possible for
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NPOs and NGOs engaged in environmental education to participate more in earnest in areas of envi-
ronmental education and learning for which there is much need in general terms. This can be expect-
ed to bring about increased opportunities for people to get involved in environmental education and
learning.

By the Environmental Education Project

6. UNEP FI 2003 Global Roundtable in Tokyo

“A Meeting on Finance and Sustainability” was held by UNEP Fl (Finance Initiatives) in Tokyo 20-21
October. The meeting has been held in various places in the world for the last ten years, and the
Tokyo meeting was the first one in Asia. This meeting means that Asian financial institutions are
recognising such issues as the environment and sustainability, and that SRI (Socially Responsible
Investment) and CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) are getting attention in Asia, too.

The meeting had more than 460 participants from governments and NGOs as well as financial
institutions, who discussed the roles of financial institutions in realising a sustainable society under the
theme of “Sustaining Value”, and presented a conference statement at the end. The statement con-
tains the Tokyo Principles that describe the activities and efforts of financial institutions in implement-
ing their social responsibilities. The statement also pronounces continued cooperation through the
development of a UNEP Fl Task Force in the Asia-Pacific region.

International events on SRI have been held in various places in Asia such as Hong Kong, Taiwan,
Singapore, Korea and India, and SRI funds and Eco-funds are also emerging in Asian countries. These
movements are having an influence on corporate strategies in ordinary corporations as well as finan-
cial institutions.

By the Business and the Environment Project

7. The Third World Water Forum (WWF3)

The 3rd World Water Forum (WWHF3) was held in Kyoto, Shiga and Osaka, Japan between 16-23
March. The World Water Forum is an international conference on water issues held every three years
and initiated by the World Water Council. It has a great impact on international dialogues on water.
For Asia and the Pacific, WWF3 was the first big international conference exclusively on water.
Approximately 24,000 people from 183 countries and territories participated, the largest number of
participants that the World Water Forum has ever had. A variety of water related issues were dis-
cussed under 351 sessions which covered 33 different themes and 5 regions. “Water and Poverty”
was one of the biggest themes in WWEF3 with particular focus on provision of safe water supply and
sanitation systems. Reflecting Asian perspectives, flood issues were discussed more than in the past
forums. In the Forum Statements, more effective governance, improved capacity and adequate financ-
ing were identified as keys for mitigating water issues. Promotion of these three issues was reaffirmed
by the ministers gathered at the Ministerial Conference held on the occasion of WWF3.

In WWEF3, IGES co-organised a session called "Water Quality Monitoring and Modelling - the
Present Situation and Partnership in the Future” with the Ministry of the Environment of Japan (MOE),
Japan Association of Water Environment, and United Nations University. In the session, a new initiative
of MOE “Water Environment Partnership in Asia (WEPA)” was introduced as an information platform
for water environment conservation and welcomed by the participants. IGES commit to development
and implementation of WEPA in collaboration with MOE.

By the Freshwater Resources Management Project
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8. The International Conference on Environmentally Sustainable
Transport

The International Conference on Environmentally Sustainable Transport was held in Nagoya, Japan
from 23 to 25 March. The conference was organised by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD), and jointly hosted by Japan’s Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure and Transport, with the purpose of introducing OECD’s new policy vision,
“Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST)” to the Asian region. The conference was attended by a
total of approximately 660 people representing officials in charge of environmental transport policies
in Asian countries including China, South Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, Vietnam, and Mongolia, as well as from Canada, Italy, Germany, and the Netherlands; repre-
sentatives from the OECD, the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the United Nations Centre for
Regional Development (UNCRD), and the World Business Council for Sustainable Development
(WBCSD); private organisations; and officials from Japanese local authorities including Aichi Prefecture
and Nagoya City Governments.

The conference heard reports and presentations on: the current state of transportation and envi-
ronment in Asian countries; EST Guidelines; case studies of EST in OECD countries, and policies for
attaining EST. A panel discussion entitled “Ways and Means for Achieving EST” was also held. The
major findings and conclusions of the conference have been adopted into the “Nagoya Statement on
Environmentally Sustainable Transport in the Asian Region.” The Nagoya Statement also incorporated
the possibility of building an Asian EST based on the success of OECD’s work on EST which includes
OECD’s EST Guidelines, and by taking into consideration the characteristics and needs of Asia‘s trans-
port.

For details regarding “The Nagoya Statement on Environmentally Sustainable Transport in the Asian Region,” please refer to:

http://www.env.go.jp/press/file_view.php3?serial=4582&hou_id=4105 (in English)

http://www.env.go.jp/press/file_view.php3?serial=458 1 &hou_id=4105 (provisional Japanese translation)

By the Long-Term Perspective and Policy Integration Project
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Gerard Early
Head, Approvals and Wildlife
Australian Government Department of the Environment

1. More Protection for the Great Barrier Reef

A new zoning plan and a water quality program were initiated during 2003 to provide enhanced
protection of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. An area of about 350,000 square kilometres off the coast
of Queensland, the Reef is the world’s largest World Heritage Area as well as the biggest marine pro-
tected area in the world. The Great Barrier Reef is one of Australia’s most important environmental
assets and its most significant tourist destination.

The new zoning plan within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park was introduced to enhance the
resilience of the Reef and help the tourism and fishing industries to achieve sustainability. The new
zoning protects representative samples of 70 bioregions in marine sanctuaries, where no extractive
activity can occur. These zones comprise 33.4 percent of the Marine Park. They make the Great
Barrier Reef, the world's largest coral reef system, the best protected reef in the world.

In addition, the Australian and Queensland Governments finalised a plan to protect the water qual-
ity of the Reef. The Australian Prime Minister, John Howard, and Queensland State Premier, Peter
Beattie, signed the Great Barrier Reef Water Quality Protection Plan to make the Reef healthier by
improving the quality of water entering the reef lagoon.

The immediate aim is to protect the Reef from damage caused by pollutants in runoff from the
adjacent coast. The plan identifies catchments and parts of the Reef at risk from runoff, and pro-
motes best practice land management and incentives to protect and restore significant wetlands. The
plan will include restoring lost stream bank vegetation, members of coastal and hinterland communi-
ties testing and monitoring water quality, under the supervision of scientists; and agreements between
manufacturers of fertilisers, pesticides and herbicides and regional producer groups to improve the use
of chemicals to deliver better value for money for producers and reduce harmful run-off into the Reef.

2. New Heritage Legislation

Landmark legislation was passed by the Australian Parliament in 2003 to establish a national
scheme for the identification and conservation of Australia's unique heritage places. The scheme will
identify places of national heritage significance which will be protected under the legislation as well as
providing for appropriate management of heritage places owned by the Australian Government.

The Australian Minister for the Environment and Heritage, Dr. David Kemp, hailed the passage of
the legislation, saying "for the first time, Australians will be able to nominate and protect those places
that define us as Australians, that tell us stories about who we are and how we came to be the nation
we are today."

A group of heritage experts will form the Australian Heritage Council to make recommendations

208 T News o Eorin i
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about the heritage values of places. A total package of $A52.6 million has also been provided to
ensure the places of national significance to Australia's people, its history and its identity are better
protected and understood.

3. First Marine Plan under Australia’s Oceans Policy

Australia's Oceans Policy sets out a coherent, strategic planning and management framework to
deal with the complex issues confronting the long term future of Australia’s 16 million square kilome-
ters of ocean territory. At the core of the Oceans Policy is the development of Regional Marine Plans,
based on large marine ecosystems within Australian waters. The first draft Regional Marine Plan
under the Oceans Policy was released during 2003. Developed for Australia’s south-eastern region,
the draft plan includes waters off the States of Victoria, Tasmania, southern New South Wales and
eastern South Australia.

The principal objective of the Plan is that key ecosystems are protected, while providing for the sus-
tainable development of marine industries. The South-east Marine Region makes a vital contribution
to the economic and social fabric of Australia, with more than 270,000 people working in marine-
related industries in the Region, valued at $A19 billion annually.

The draft plan recognises all users of the ocean, from commercial and recreational fishers,
Indigenous Australians, the conservation sector, industries such as oil and gas, shipping and tourism
and coastal communities. The integrated approach to oceans management takes all uses of the
oceans into account rather than the sector-by-sector approach that was used previously. In this way,
the cumulative effects of these ocean uses, on one another as well as on ecosystems, upon which
regional marine planning is based.

4. Sustainable Cities Initiative

The Sustainable Cities program is an urban environment initiative which was announced in the
Australian Government 2003-04 Budget to make Australian cities and towns cleaner and more sus-
tainable.

Funded at $A40 million, one of the key features of the initiative is a program to improve under-
standing of environmental pollutants, and to develop standards that minimise the impact of buildings
and some household appliances. A national water efficiency labelling scheme and minimum perfor-
mance standards for appliances and household fittings will also reduce urban water consumption.

A new National Buildings Environmental Ratings Scheme will ensure that future building projects
are more environmentally-friendly and a program to develop and strengthen national standards and
enforcement of regulations to improve air and fuel quality, ozone protection, hazardous waste and
chemicals management will also be implemented. Householders will be encouraged to use solar ener-

gy
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Khandaker Mainuddin
Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies (BCAS)

1. UNDP will Support Cleaner and Environment Friendly Ship-Breaking

The Government of Bangladesh and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) have
signed an agreement for a project to ensure safer working environment in ship-breaking yards. At pre-
sent 32 ship-breaking yards are operating regularly on the beaches of Chittagong and they dismantle
and recycle 60 to 80 large ocean-going ships at the end of their lives every year. Ship-breaking is gen-
erally done manually and with very little protection for the workers and accidents causing either injury
or death are not uncommon. Moreover, the improper disposal of harmful chemicals around ship-
breaking yards is not only hazardous for the workers but also a serious source of pollution in the sur-
rounding environment. The ship-breaking industry is also blamed for the loss of fish resources in the
coastal area of the Bay of Bengal due to discharge of poisonous chemicals from the ship-breaking
yards. The UNDP funded project will bring together all concerned parties — the relevant ministries, the
Bangladesh navy, importers, the ship-breakers association, survey companies, banks, traders and
workers in an effort to improve the condition of the labour force involved and to reduce environmen-
tal pollution. The project will draw extensively on technical expertise from the International Labour
Organization (ILO) and will seek a comprehensive approach based on policy dialogue, safety training
and public awareness to align current work practices in the ship-breaking industry with international
and national rules and regulations.

Source: The Independent, 19 November 2003 and The Daily Star, 19 November 2003

2. Conference on Sanitation Held in Dhaka

A three-day South Asian Conference held in Dhaka in October adopted the Dhaka Declaration on
Sanitation to ensure sanitation for all people by the year 2010. More than 200 delegates including
ministers, high officials, civil society representatives, experts and journalists from nine countries —
Afghanistan, host Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
participated in the conference. In the inaugural session, Bangladesh Minister for Local Government
and Rural Development, Mr. Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, mentioned that 48 percent of the Asian popula-
tion have access to improved sanitation, while only 33 percent of the population in Bangladesh live
within a sanitary network. It was informed in the conference that in densely populated Bangladesh,
110,000 children below the age of five die of diarrhea every year because of inadequate sanitation. In
the concluding session of the conference, Bangladesh Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia called upon
all to work out a common strategy to ensure safe water and sanitation facilities for all people in the
region and the world. She hoped that the rich nations and development partners would provide more
financial assistance for the water and sanitation programme in the poor countries for the sake of bet-
ter health and the reduction of poverty.

Source: The Daily Star, 22 October 2003 and 26 October 2003

3. Laws to Regulate the Operation of Brick-kilns

The Environment and Forest Ministry has a set a time period of one year for the owners of brick-
kilns to ensure that chimneys are 120 feet high. According to the government sources, 60 to 70% of
kilns have already built high chimneys and the rest will have to comply with the requirement in a year.
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There are at least 8000 brick-kilns in the country some of which operate without a valid license and
violate the laws. More than 2000 kilns are located around Dhaka city and are believed to be a major
contributor to air pollution in the city. The government is drawing up more realistic laws to govern the
activities of brick-kilns taking into considerations the views of the owners and the general public. The
proposed legislation will allow kilns to be sited one kilometre from a city, town or important establish-
ment such as school, college or hospital. Burning of wood logs in brick-kilns will continue to the pro-
hibited, according to the relevant sources.
Source: The Daily Star, 21 November 2003

4. Relocation of Tannery Cluster from Dhaka City to New Industrial Estate

A memorandum of understanding (MOU) has been signed between the Government and the asso-
ciation of tanners to shift the tannery factories from Hazaribag area of Dhaka city to a new Industrial
Estate which will be built at Savar, about 25 kilometers from the city. The MOU was signed after a
protracted negotiation between the government and the tanners on the terms and conditions of shift-
ing. There are about 200 tannery plants congested in a small area of 70 acres of land in the city which
produce several thousand tons of toxic waste and effluent daily. This causes severe environmental pol-
lution and exposes the city population to great public health risks. A large amount of the waste pro-
duced by the tanneries is discharged into the open water bodies including the river Buriganga without
treatment. Under the proposed relocation project, a central effluent treatment plant (CETP) and a
dumping yard will be set up for managing the wastes and protecting the environment. All industrial
units will have to be linked up with the CETP before starting their production. The government will set
up the treatment plant but it will be operated and maintained by a company to be formed comprising
the industrial units located there. The industrial complex will have necessary infrastructures including
approach and internal roads, drainage system and utility services.

Source: The Financial Express, 24 October 2003

5. Integrated Action Plan to Save the River Buriganga

The Buriganga Protection Taskforce has decided to undertake an integrated action plan to demar-
cate and retain the riverbank from illegal encroachment. It has been agreed that a protection wall and
a earthen walk-way will be constructed to save the lifeline of Dhaka city. An integrated project will be
initiated in coordination with the Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority (BIWTA), the
Department of Environment (DOE), the Department of Public Works, the Ministry of Land and the
Ministry of Water Resources to protect the river. During a weeklong drive in mid October, 576 illegal
structures have been evicted from the riverbank. BIWTA filed 35 criminal cases against the encroach-
ers. On the other hand, encroachers filed 25 cases against BIWTA during the eviction drive. The task
force headed by the Shipping Minister includes environmental activists and civil society representa-
tives. The taskforce has expressed a firm determination to take all possible measures to protect the
river. There is an increasing public demand for effective legal action against land grabbers and envi-
ronment violators.

Source: The Daily Star, 30 October 2003
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1. ASEAN Environment Year 2003 (AEY)

On 5 March, the AEY 2003 was held in front of Ankor Thom, Seam Reap, Cambodia, under the
theme of "Together Towards Sustainable Development”. The first AEY was designated in 1995. As a
result of its success, ASEAN member countries agreed to have another AEY in the year 2000 as an
ASEAN Flagship Project and every three years thereafter. The AEY 2000 was held in Brunei Darussalam
under the theme of "Our Heritage, Our Future". ASEAN Environment Year (AEY) is a celebration of
ASEAN's environment and achievements in regional environmental cooperation as well as achieve-
ments made by individual ASEAN member countries in the field of environmental protection and man-
agement.

The objectives of the AEY 2003 was to promote environmental awareness at all levels of society
within ASEAN, to highlight ASEAN achievements in the field of environment, to create better informa-
tion and environmentally sensitive societies in order to enhance the capacity for achieving the
ASEAN's Vision 2020, to increase partnership among governments, private sectors, civil societies and
NGOs to participate in environmental protection and sustainable natural resource management, pro-
mote and strengthen cooperation and solidarity among ASEAN countries, ASEAN+3 (Japan, China
and Korea) and other countries, and stimulate regional activities in the environmental area to obtain
sustainable development for the next generation.

This historical event was presided over by Samdech Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Royal
Government of Cambodia, and ASEAN Environment Ministers and high ranking representatives from
China, Japan, the Republic of Korea and Deputy Secretary General of ASEAN and representatives of
international organisations, international and local NGOs. The AEY 2003 offered an excellent opportu-
nity to review regional accomplishments that have been made during the past three years and also
provided a forum to draw lessons and experiences from the past for future directions "Together
Towards Sustainable Development" within the region.

2. The 1st Ecotone Seminar Phase Il and The 3rd Meeting of Southeast
Asian Biosphere Reserve Network (SeaBRnet)

From 27 October to 1 November, The Ministry of Environment had the honour to host the 1st
Ecotone Seminar Phase Il and the 3rd Meeting of Southeast Asian Biosphere Reserve Network
(SeaBRnet) in collaboration with UNESCO offices in Jakarta and Phnom Penh. The event was attended
by 50 national and international guests, scientists from local and international organisations and insti-
tutions and some ASEAN and ASEAN+3 member countries, including: Cambodia, China, Indonesia,
Japan, Laos (PDR), Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Vietnam. Some
international organisations’ such as ADB, FAO, IUCN, UNDP, MRC, WCS and Wetland International
also participated in the Seminar.

The overall goal of the meeting was to further the application of the Ecosystem Approach for inte-
grated management of land, water and biodiversity in Biosphere Reserves and other similar managed
areas in SeaBRnet member countries.

This workshop provided a great opportunity for all participants from various organisations/institu-
tions and countries to learn and share knowledge, expertise and experiences in management of their
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own Biosphere Reserve in a sustainable manner through giving presentations, discussions and recom-
mendations.

3. Cambodia Protected Area Law

Cambodia has had established protected areas since 1925, the first in Southeast Asia, with pro-
tected areas such as Angkor Wat covering 10,500 hectares of land area. Later the wildlife and forest
reserves were also created. Unfortunately, the civil war crisis between 1975-79 resulted in a halt to the
process of protected area management. Until 1993, 23 protected areas have been designed by Royal
decree, covering over 3 million hectares, or 18% of the total land area, and classified into four cate-
gories: National Park, Wildlife Sanctuary, Protected Landscape and Multiple Use Area. In 2002, The
Royal Government of Cambodia enlarged by 7% the Protected Area for Forest Conservation.

D RTTOREXEDO A
Distribution of PAs in Cambodia

Copyright © Ministry of Environment, Cambodia

The Drafted Protected Area Law has 15 Chapters, 75 Articles. The purpose of this law is to:
1. Define jurisdiction and responsibility of PAs” administration, Ministry of Environment.

2. Effectively manage and implement activities in the PA to conserve biodiversity, natural
resources, and ensure the use of sustainable natural resource.

. Establish regulations and procedures for PA management.
. Provide mechanisms and procedures for creating and changing the type of PA.
. Define responsibility and participation in public and protected areas.

[©2INO2 B SN V)

. Implement national and international convention, protocol and agreement on Biodiversity
and PA ecosystem.

7. Assign a fine and penalty for offenders, who destroy natural resources and state property in
PA.

This law was prepared in 2002 and has already been discussed at the Ministry of the Environment
before being submitting to the Council of Ministers and National Assembly for approval in 2004.
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Zhou Xin
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1. China Won 2003 Outstanding National Units Ozone Award

China, together with Fiji, Jamaica and Senegal won this year’s Outstanding National Units Ozone
Award, recognising their excellence in the government's implementation of the Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. The awards were presented by His Excellency Moody Awori,
Vice President of Kenya, to the winning countries during the 15th Meeting of the Parties to the
Montreal Protocol in Nairobi on November 13.

China’s National Ozone Unit is the State Environmental Protection Administration of China (SEPA).
China has made remarkable progress in phasing out both consumption and production of ODS. By
the end of 2002, China had phased out over 87,584 tonnes of ODP (ozone depletion potential, the
ODP of CFC-11 is 1) consumption and 53,932 tonnes of ODP production. China has prepared more
than 250 single projects and nine sectoral phase-out plans. China has also adopted innovative
approaches to mainstream the Montreal Protocol in its national environmental policies.

Source: http://www.sepa.gov.cn

2. Information Disclosure of Corporate Environmental Performance

The State Environmental Protection Administration issued the “Bulletin on Information Disclosure
of Corporate Environmental Performance” on November 5, 2003.

The Bulletin stipulates that non-compliance enterprises should disclose their corporate environmen-
tal performances to the public. According to the Bulletin, local environmental protection bureaus
(EPBs) should release non-compliance corporate lists periodically to the public via local media (newspa-
per, television, etc.). Enterprises which have been put onto the list, should recently disclose their per-
formances of the first half of this year. Starting from 2004, listed enterprises should disclose their envi-
ronmental performances of the previous year by March 31 every year. Non-listed enterprises can
report their environmental performances on a voluntary basis.

Whenever the following situations occur, local EPBs should publicise relevant information on their
websites or report to SEPA for information disclosure:

* During routine inspective monitoring, the occurrence that emissions/discharges of major pollu-
tants beyond the limit of national or local emission/discharge standards is successively more
than twice;

* During routine inspective monitoring, the occurrence that emissions/discharges exceed the
allowable level prescribed in emission/discharge permit is successively more than twice;

208 T News o Eorin i
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* During on-site inspection, the occurrence of non-compliance is successively more than twice;
* Serious pollution damage occurred; and collective complaints received.

Environmental information required to be disclosed include: corporate environmental policy, emis-
sion/discharge level, situation of pollution abatement, state of environmental compliance, payment for
pollution levy, etc. Information provided should be accurate and relevant data should be available at
least for 3 years successively. The provision of other information, such as resource consumption and
environmental targets for the next year, is encouraged but on a voluntary basis.

Source: China Youth Newspaper, 11/5/2003

3. China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and
Development

With the ratification of the Chinese Government, the China Council for International Cooperation
on Environment and Development (CCICED) was established in 1992. CCICED is a high level advisory
board to the Chinese Government. The Chairman of CCICED is a leader of the State Council of P. R.
China (currently it is Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan). The mandate of CCICED is to put forth policy recom-
mendations and carry out policy and project demonstrations on major and urgent issues in the field of
environment and development in China. Members of the Council include ministers and vice ministers
from relevant ministries of the State Council, well-known domestic and overseas experts and profes-
sors, as well as ministers from other countries and the leaders of international organisations.

CCICED Phase | (1992 -1996) mainly carried out policy research on key issues, and disseminated
and exchanged international experiences and the successful policies. Phase Il (1997 - 2001) transited
from policy research to the demonstration of policy, i.e. to demonstrate the implementation of the
policies by undertaking pilot projects. Based on Phase | & Il, Phase Il (including 12 Task Forces and 4
Wording Groups covering a wide range of issues) will continue to make the Council's recommenda-
tions more practical, feasible and suitable for China's situation.

The State Leaders of the Chinese government meet with the members of the Council during the
Annual General Meeting of CCICED every year and listen to the recommendations in a direct way. In
the meantime, the recommendations of CCICED are distributed to relevant ministries and provincial
governments that will further study the recommendations for adoption. The 2nd Annual General
Meeting of Phase Il was held in Beijing on Oct. 31.

For more detailed information, please see the website of CCICED at http,//eng.cciced.org.

Source:http://eng.cciced.org
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No substantive progress in policy for the environment took place in 2003. However, the year
showed the growing influence, empowerment, effectiveness, knowledge and recognition of civil soci-
ety organisations.

1. Civil Society Vigilance Helps Arrest Threats to Taj Mahal

Taj Mahal, one of the seven wonders of the world was threatened by land reclamation work in the
background. Though the work was ostensibly undertaken as a part of the “Environmental
Management Plan — Agra”, the project had got underway without any of the mandatory environmen-
tal clearances. Furthermore, the work was in violation of several stipulations such as those imposed by
the Supreme Court (SC), which had said, “Leaving aside the human lives, the protection of Taj Mahal
is of utmost priority.” — Supreme Court in M. C. Mehta vs. Union of India case on Taj Mahal.

Civil society organisations (CSOs), environmental activists and the media, brought the irregularities
and possible corruption to light. On September 18, the Supreme Court (SC) directed the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to register first information reports (FIRs) against the then Chief Minister
of the state, the environmental minister and six senior officials, for having committed “serious irregu-
larities and illegalities”.

The role of CSOs does not end with the enactment of environmental regulation. It calls for con-

stant vigilance by them.
Source: Based on reports in Down To Earth, 24 December 2003 and other reports

2. Pesticides Residue in Bottled Water and Soft Drinks

A study conducted by the Delhi-based Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) showed in
February that most brands of bottled water being sold under the Indian Standards Institute (ISI) quality
certification mark were pesticide-laden. Indian regulatory law for pesticide residues — the Prevention of
Food Adulteration Act, 1954 (PFA) and standards specified by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) —
was shown to be inadequate.

The Government was embarrassed. BIS formed an expert group to look into the matter. It pro-
posed new standards for bottled water, which recommended quantified maximum residue limit for
individual and total pesticides. It also recommended that a total of 32 pesticides should be screened
and analysed by an accredited laboratory, using internationally established test methods. These came
into force from January 1, 2004.

While the dust had not yet settled on this controversy, another study by CSE in August analysed
the contents of 12 cold drink brands sold in and around the capital. They were tested for commonly-
used insecticides in India. The test results were as shocking as those of bottled water. All samples con-
tained residues of four extremely toxic pesticides and insecticides far exceeding the maximum residue
limit for pesticides in water used as ‘food’, set down by the European Economic Commission (EEC).
Among these drinks were Pepsi and Coca Cola, which promptly challenged the findings. Tests in dif-
ferent laboratories gave different results and the issue is not yet settled. The controversy, however,
made the authorities act. On August 26, the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW)
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issued a draft notification amending the Prevention of Food Adulteration (PFA) Rules, 1955, to make
them more effective. The proposed changes seek to stringently limit the presence of pesticides and
poisonous metals in all types of ready-to-serve beverages. The draft is now open for public comments.

Source: Based on http://'www.cseindia.org/html/cola-indepth/index.htm, website of Centre for Science and Environment, New

Delhi, and other reports

3.1SO 14000 Rating for Industrial Townships

The quality of life in India‘s cities, already deplorable, can only get worse as the number of people
living in them more than doubles over the next twenty years if the cities and towns keep growing in
an unplanned manner.

For the first time in India, in 2003 three industrial townships were certified for ISO 14001 where
Environmental Management Systems (EMS) were successfully implemented. To achieve this required
unprecedented levels of co-ordination and synergy among the planning bodies and the operational
departments of the municipal government to identify plans of action, mobilise adequate financial
resources, set in place the necessary capacity building strategies, involve the public in all aspects of the
planning and implementation process and for greater transparency and accountability at the local
level.

Technical assistance for designing and implementing the EMS was provided by Development
Alternatives (DA), a not-for-profit, R&D and Consultancy organisation in Delhi. The examples of these
industrial townships, IFFCO - Kalol Township, Gujarat, Godrej & Boyce - Vikhroli Township, Mumbai
and Tata Chemicals - Mithapur Township, Gujarat, show significant improvements in resource conser-
vation (energy, water, paper, chemicals and materials), solid waste management, and drinking water
quality. Also broader institutional development and public participation have been realised.

Source: http://www.devalt.org/

4. Capacity Building in Environmental Economics

Environmental economics can help reconcile environmental and developmental goals. Many prob-
lems crop up at local levels. Capacity to use environmental economics is needed at all levels. A major
programme in environmental economics research in India culminated in 54 project reports, a summary
volume and a CD. Investigators from over 30 universities, 23 research institutions and NGOs partici-
pated in this programme. The projects address the issues at multiple levels viz. designing methodolo-
gies for evaluation of environment, application of advanced research tools like GIS and remote sensing
for water resource management and policy making, economic assessment of environmental impacts
and services, cost benefit analysis, green accounting procedures and market based instruments for
regional environmental management. A rich menu of empirical and analytical studies has emerged
which fulfills the long existing vacuum of case studies on India. They give insights into grass-root level
situations whether it is green issues of wetlands, mangroves and watersheds or brown issues such as
urban air pollution and water pollution. Other issues such as marine fisheries, watershed management
and biodiversity economics, national policy problems such as river pollution, natural resource account-
ing and impact of subsidies on environment and issues of global negotiations on trade and environ-
ment and climate change are also addressed. Together these studies provide not only micro level
understanding but also national and global perspectives. The projects tried to come up with policy
suggestions for sustainable natural resource management. The field level case studies have added a
substantial body of information and understanding to the natural resource management policy in the
country.
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The programme was initiated by the Ministry of Environment and Forest, India, supported by World
Bank and was executed by the Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research (IGIDR), Mumbai
under the chairmanship of Professor Dr. Jyoti K. Parikh, who is presently at the Integrated Research
and Action for Development (IRADe), New Delhi, India.

Source: http://www.igidr.ac.in/"eerc/EERC/DEV/

5. Volvo Environment Prize 2003 for Ecologist and Environmental Activist
Dr. Madhav Gadgil

Dr. Madhav Gadgil, Professor at the Centre for Ecological Sciences, Bangalore was awarded the
Volvo Environmental Prize 2003. This is an indication of the progress on ecological and biodiversity
conservation movement in India. He is active in a network of educational institutions working towards
monitoring the biodiversity of Western Ghats, and in a countrywide effort of voluntary agencies to
prepare "Peoples' Biodiversity Registers". Madhav Gadgil is an ecologist who is deeply involved in
understanding how people view and manage natural resources, how the manifold human demands
affect the productivity as well as diversity of the biological resources. This involves field research on
plant and bird communities, on the organisation of rural societies in relation to the use of biological
resources, and on the resource demands of the larger society. He is currently formulating a pro-
gramme of organising local communities to prepare strategies for sustainable use and conservation of
biodiversity each in their own localities. He has published over 170 research papers (two of them
recognised as Citation Classics) and four books, "This Fissured Land", "Ecology and Equity",
"Diversity: The cornerstone of life" and "Nurturing Biodiversity: An Indian Agenda". He writes regu-
larly for popular media in English and Indian languages. He currently chairs the Scientific and Technical
Advisory Panel of Global Environment Facility.

Source: AB Volvo 26 June 2003
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1. Community Empowerment of Farmers and Fishermen

Indonesia is an archipelago with 17,508 islands covering 192 million hectares (25 percent) of a ter-
restrial area and 550 million hectares (75 percent) of marine area out of the total 742 million hectares
of the economic exclusive territorial zone. The total population in 2002 is over 215 million making it
the world's fourth most populated country after China, India and the USA. The number of workers in
Indonesia is slightly over 100 million, out of which around 46 percent or almost 46 million are work-
ing in the field of agriculture (including fisheries). Nevertheless their business only contributed 18 per-
cent of the country’s GDP. Therefore, farmers and fishermen and their families have generally been
considered as the greater part of the poor people.

The Institute for Environmental Education and Development has conducted a joint study of the
farmers in their business to produce vegetables and fruits to sustain the needs of consumers in cities.
The study has been conducted since 2000 with students from Paramadina and National Universities in
Jakarta. It has also been observed in part by students from the University of Nagasaki under Prof. T.
Hayase, with the support of JEC (Japan Environment Corporation) through ECAN (Environmental
Counseling Association in Nagasaki) and the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Indonesia.
The study is aimed at reducing organic waste in the city of Jakarta which makes up about 70 percent
of the total 20,000 m?® of solid waste generated daily in the city. This amount is only part of a total of
1.5 million m® of daily domestic solid waste generated as a whole across all cities in the country. The
target of the study is to empower the farmers to develop cottage industries to manufacture the added
values of fruits and vegetables to produce instant juice, pickles, crackers, etc., and manage the non-
consumable part of the waste to produce compost for their own use and for marketing.

In addition, the institute is also studying similar efforts to promote motivation among the young
high school students in coastal areas to be interested and committed to become future successful fish-
ermen by using marine resources in a sustainable way with added values and less wasted resources.

2. Agroforestry

The Indonesian forest faces a challenge regarding exploitation of forest trees for wood industries,
pulp, paper, rayon, etc., logs and other forest products for exports, as well as the conversion of forest
for man-made land use in areas such as agriculture, plantation, housing, mining and other infrastruc-
ture, including the building of roads and dams .

With the support of the International Centre for Research in Agroforestry (ICRAF) in Bogor,
Indonesia, several teams from the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam and Indonesia have been preparing a
series of five books for students to motivate their interest and commitments to develop agroforestry in
their respective countries. One of the books is related to the environmental policy in the alternative
land use to develop agroforestry. The book explains clearly the tragedy of wood logging and forest
fire, and the expected sustainable land use strategy to develop agroforestry. The other most important
aspect of forest management, as shown in this picture, is the development of CO, absorbing capacity
and the protection of natural resources to promote the megadiversity status of biotic resources in
Indonesia.
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3. The Eight National Science Congress 2003

The National Science Congress is conducted every four years, and has been a scientific forum to
overview the progress of all scientific disciplines through various research activities, to cover basic and
applied research, and to evaluate successes, failures and policy options. This year the event was held
from September 9 to 11, and conducted as always by the Indonesian Institute for Sciences. This year,
it was organised in cooperation with the Directorate General of Higher Education of the Ministry of
National Education. The present theme was “the role of science and technology in the development
of an educated, intelligent and civilized nation” focusing on the subtheme: “to increase the indepen-
dence, competitive advantage and superiority of the nation in science and technology development”.

Knowledge and wealth, together with power, play a crucial role in our lives. Nevertheless, power
itself is neither good nor bad. It is an inescapable aspect of every human relationship, and to a greater
degree than most imagine, we are the products of power (see A. Toffler in the Powershift 1990). We
are now at a moment when the entire structure of power is disintegrating and in a democratic sys-
tem, therefore, the power now is in the hands of the people. Therefore, without transfer of knowl-
edge to all concerned, there will be no wealth. Without the objectivity, transparency and dedication of
science and technology for the whole population, we are at the turning point toward an era of new
capitalism and new imperialism.

One of the topics being discussed is environmental science looked at as a new paradigm, namely
that science and technology as a reference of human behaviour, must result in the continuance of life,
and the welfare of human and other living beings (Re: M. Soerjani “Environmental Science in
Sustaining Development” 2003). The essential meaning of life is a basic human, social and environ-
mental responsibility for people to demand their human right to live in a clean and prosperous living
environment. With this paradigm, education, transfer of knowledge, training and transfer of techno-
logical skills are key elements toward a future society including the security and stability of the whole
world.

4. Jakarta Declaration on Clean Development Mechanism

On September 15, the National Workshop on Clean Development Mechanism was held in Jakarta,
Indonesia, with participants from government, parliament, higher education, research institutions,
professional organisations, non-governmental organisations, private companies, international agencies
and individuals. The participants came together to:

1. Affirm the noble goal of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in preventing cli-
mate change that could endanger future well-being;

2. Note that the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) proposed in the Kyoto Protocol should be
an opportunity to reduce emissions to the targeted level, which is 5 percent below the 1990 emission
level for the period 2008-2012;

3. Reaffirm that the CDM application should stimulate stakeholders to act with proper coordina-
tion and cooperation in the implementation of sustainable development to meet their business needs,
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while enhancing, protecting and promoting the human and natural resources needed for the future.
Therefore, it is now timely:
1. To ratify the 1997 Kyoto Protocol through an Indonesian act;
2. To establish the Designated National Authority (DNA) to facilitate CDM activities in Indonesia.

3. To urge all stakeholders in development to work together to support initiatives in facilitating
the implementation of provisions of the Kyoto Protocol.

The workshop was attended and addressed by the Deputy Minister of the Environment, represen-
tatives of the Parliament, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Forestry, the Ministry of Energy, as
well as representatives of UNDP, NEDO, etc..

5. Challenges and Opportunities to Develop Sustainable Development

This is the title of a book now being launched by the Environmental Forum of the National
Research Council (NRC), covering the working period 1999 — 2004, as an inheritance to the next gen-
eration of new and younger members of the council. Written in the Indonesian language, preparation
to summarise it in English is now underway.

This book consists of two parts:

The first book is an overview of challenges that cause environmental problems and resource degra-
dation in implementing development. The first chapter of the book is focused on the inappropriate
implementation of sustainable development due to the various failures in conservation and rehabilita-
tion of the degraded natural resource. This is followed by potential ways to manage the depreciation
of natural resources through improvements in the economical use of natural resources and by devel-
oping manufacturing industries for the added values of the harvested biotic as well as extractive
resources. The following chapter outlines the prioritised agenda of environmental research for devel-
opment, which is to be supported by moral and ethical research and commitment as well as appropri-
ate environmental education strategies. This is only possible if it is sustained by good governance in
all institutional sectors.

The second book will introduce a compilation of individual papers of members of the NRI environ-
mental forum. This will be classified to be focused on the following: future environmental research
and management to sustain development; conservation, rehabilitation and sustainable utilisation of
natural resources; environmental education perspectives, and institutional development strategy.

Information about and requests for the book should be addressed to the Secretariat of the National Research Council, Professor Mien
A. Rivai through email: dewanrisetnasional@yahoo.com (phone: 62-21 3905126 or 3140382).

LEROROFEELEMS 6R178) ([CH15 INRBRET+—F 4] &8
Some members of the Environmental Forum of the National Research Council in a meeting
to prepare the two books on June 17, 2003
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Yohei Harashima
Associate Professor
Faculty of International Development, Takushoku University

1. Controversy on Tax against Global Warming

It has become a matter of great concern as to how Japan achieves the target of reducing the
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 6 percent of the 1990 level from 2008 to 2012, stipulated in the
Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change. For the purpose, the Ministry of the Environment (MoE) suggested
to the public about introducing the tax against global warming in the year 2005. According to esti-
mates by the National Institute for Environmental Studies (NIES), GHG emissions will be reduced by
2.4% of the 1990 level by 2012, if the government could levy 3,400 Japanese yen tax on each one
ton (as of carbon) of CO, emissions in fossil fuels consumption (approximately 2 Japanese yen per 1
liter gasoline). The entire revenue from the tax could exclusively fund any measures against global
warming. However, several questions are raised on the suggestions. The questions include: Is the tax
indispensable to cope with global warming? To what will the tax be levied? Who will be the taxpayer?
How will the revenue of the tax be used? Will the tax overlap with existing energy-related taxes? Will
the tax contribute to a decline in the global competitiveness of Japanese industries? These questions
require solutions. At present, many business groups take a negative stance on the suggestions. The
controversy on the tax will continue for some time.

2. New Regulation on Exhaust Gases from Diesel-Powered Vehicles

After October 1, new regulations on exhaust gases are put into operation in Tokyo and its three
neighbouring prefectures of Chiba, Saitama, and Kanagawa, in order to eliminate particle matters in
the air. The regulation is jointly introduced by the above four local governments with strong initiatives
by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, ahead of the national government. Diesel-powered vehicles
without a diesel particulate filter (DPF) are outlawed on the streets by the regulation. The results of
inspections in the first month of starting the new regulation indicated that only 3 percent of inspected
vehicles did not comply with the regulation. Air pollution caused by exhaust gases remains unresolved
in Japan. This is also a major cause of global warming. The government of Japan has launched a pro-
motion of the development and dissemination of vehicles powered by clean energy, including fuel cell.
In the future, both gasoline cars and diesel cars may disappear in Japan.

3. Troubles at Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) Power Plants

The problem of solid waste is of particularly high interest to the public. While policies and laws
have developed for waste reducing, reusing, and recycling, several large-scale illegal waste dumps
were revealed in the nation. Furthermore, on August 19, an explosion occurred at the refuse derived
fuel (RDF) power plants run by the prefectural government in Tado Village, Mie Prefecture. Two fire-
fighters were killed and a plant worker seriously injured in the blast. There are more than 50 RDF relat-
ed facilities in Japan. Troubles were reported at some of RDF related facilities one after another. The
RDF technology is an advanced technology for utilising solid waste as thermal energy. However, these
troubles resulted in reconsidering the safety of RDF related facilities.
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4. The 3rd World Water Forum

The eight-day 3rd World Water Forum was held in the three neighbouring cities of Kyoto, Shiga
and Osaka from March 16-23. Participants made more than 100 new commitments on water. The
Forum held separate sessions on 33 interlocking themes dealing with water, especially on how to
bring safe water and sanitation to the entire world. Some 24,000 participants from 183 countries
attended the sessions. The key issues that they addressed revolved around balancing increasing
human requirements for adequate water supplies and improved health and sanitation with food pro-
duction, transportation, energy and environmental needs, while most countries will require more
effective governance, improved capacity and adequate financing. The Ministerial Declaration-
Message from the Lake Biwa and Yodo River Basin- was adopted on the final day of the Forum.

Further information on the 3rd World Water Forum is available at the URL: http://www.world. water-forum3.com/.

5. Enactment of the Law for Promotion of Environmental Education

Raising public awareness is one of the key factors to resolve the environmental problems. In this
regard, the General Assembly of the United Nation, decided to adopt “A Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development”, proposed by the government of Japan, which starts in 2005. The momen-
tum for human resources development that aims to foster those who take initiatives in environmental
conservation is now strengthened in both domestic and international community. Thus, in this year,
the Law for Promotion of Environmental Education was enacted in order to promote the environmen-
tal education in three fields, namely schools, local communities, and workplaces. As key elements, the
Law places importance on the role of Non-governmental Organisations (NGOs), and also encourages
the collaborative efforts between NGOs, businesses, and schools in promoting environmental educa-
tion. The Law calls for further governmental budgetary steps to environmental education. Any NGOs
complying with requirements set by the national government are formally allowed to conduct training
projects for environmental education leaders.
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1. Conservation and Convenience Conflict at Mt. Bukhan

A diminutive terrain feature called Mt. Sapae - situated in the eastern part of Mt. Bukhan National
Park in northern Seoul - could scarcely have sparked so much controversy before in its long geological
history as it has within the past year. Mt. Sapae became the centre of public attention when the gov-
ernment initiated a privately-funded project to drill a tunnel into the mountain in order to build a
road. This idea was immediately met with an uproar of opposition from environmentalists, local resi-
dents and Buddhist monks alike. A government official explained that the selection of Mt. Sapae for
the tunnelling project came after conducting a comprehensive feasibility and environmental impact
study to minimise the effect of the project on the surrounding area. Local environmentalists, however,
argue that the nation's mountains should remain untouched for the sake of preserving nature and the
land's ecosystem. They say that protecting the environment should take priority over development. As
experts failed to reach a consensus on the issue, President Roh Moo-Hyun recently proposed a “delib-
erative polling” survey but both opponents and supporters are expressing doubt that a fair conclusion

will be produced from the new round of debates.
Source: The Korea Herald, 18 March, 2003 and The Korea Times, 2 October, 2003

2. Schools Boycotted to Protest Nuclear Dump Site

Thousands of students in Puan County, North Cholla Province, may have to repeat their grades
next year as they continue to refuse to attend school for more than 20 days at a stretch. More than
71 percent of Puan’s 4,880 elementary school students stayed home while their parents took to the
streets to protest the government’s decision to build a nuclear waste storage facility on Wido, an
island off the county’s coast. More than 28 percent of all junior high school and 42 percent of high
school students also stayed away from school, according to an official at the Puan Board of Education.
Puan residents are showing firm determination that they and their children will continue with their
struggle against the government’s decision to build a nuclear waste facility in their county.

Source: The Korea Times, 24 September, 2003
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3. A Typhoon Hits Regions of South Korea

A powerful typhoon pounded southern South Korea on September 12, leaving at least 47 people
killed or missing and causing significant property damage. Packing gale winds that registered veloci-
ties of 60 metres per hour, the highest in Korean history, Typhoon Maemi hit the Korean Peninsula,
causing floods, landslides and power outages mostly in southern and eastern coastal regions. Some
1.4 million households across the nation suffered from power failures as a result of the typhoon. A
total of 317 hectares of farmland were inundated, while many other roads and some highways were
flooded, resulting in traffic inconveniences. But the final numbers will likely increase steadily, with vast
regions returning to normal after suffering power outages or disrupted communications due to the
typhoon. Southern coastal areas in South Gyeongsang Province were hit hardest. South Korea is usu-
ally hit by a couple of typhoons each summer and early fall. In September last year, Typhoon Rusa left
at least 119 dead and 65 others missing.

Source: The Korea Herald, 14 September, 2003

4. Five Oil Companies Agree on Protecting Soil Near Gas Stations and
Depots

South Korea's five major oil companies operating gasoline service stations and oil storage depots
nationwide have made pledges to the government to maintain soil quality under a voluntary environ-
mental programme, the first such agreement worked out between the government and the industry.
The Ministry of Environment said that it signed a voluntary agreement with SK Corp., LG-Caltex Oil
Corp., Hyundai Oilbank Corp., S-Qil Corp., and Inchon Qil Refinery Co. on government-industry col-
laboration for soil preservation. The agreement calls for the industry to conduct soil quality reviews on
the premises of gas stations and oil storage depots within the first year and every three years there-
after over the next 10-year period. These reviews must be outsourced to contractors with professional
expertise in soil quality evaluation. The companies will be required to perform further reviews on any
business site failing to meet official soil quality standards and to implement plans to restore soil quality
within a year-long period. They also must report annual progress on restoration programmes to the
ministry.

Source: Asia Environmental Review, 18 January, 2003, Vol: 7 Issue: 35
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1. The Inaugural Meeting of the National Environment Committee (NEC)

The National Environment Committee was established in February 2002 to be a coordinating body
for the environment policy. The National Environment Committee, abbreviated to NEC, has the man-
date to act as a secretary and provide advice to the government in all environment-related matters
and to be the coordinator in planning, managing, monitoring and inspecting environment protection
activities in order to ensure the effective implementation of the aforementioned activities in accor-
dance with the state socio-economic development plan.

The inaugural Meeting of NEC took place on 21 February at the Conference Hall of the govern-
ment under the chairmanship of H.E Asang Laoly, Deputy Prime Minister, the Chairman of National
Environment Committee.

At the meeting, extensive discussions took place on the significance of environmental issues with
regard to the socio-economic development of the country. The mandate and the annual action plan of
the Committee were also discussed in the meeting.

2. Provincial Environmental Action Plan and Strategy

To enforce and implement the Environmental Protection Law, provinces, Vientiane Municipality and
Xaysomboun Special Zone have drafted their environment strategies towards the years 2010 and
2020, as well as environment action plans for 2001-2005.

The primary objectives of the action plans and strategies are to improve the quality of urban envi-
ronment, to make efficient use of natural resources which are the leading potential for socio-econom-
ic development, and to incorporate those potentials into the course of poverty alleviation in localities.
The focus is on the exploration and effective use of natural resources to achieve economic efficiency
and value-addition with a view to minimising the negative impacts on human health and environmen-
tal quality.

In this connection, provincial environmental action plans and strategies are crucial for the imple-
mentation of local socio-economic development plans and strategies. On 5-7 May, a local consulta-
tion conference was held in Thalad, Vientiane province focussing on strategic and action plans for
environmental education and public awareness, related to the formulation of the Provincial
Environmental Action Plan and Strategy. The conference was co-chaired by Mr. Khamchen Vongphosy,
Deputy Governor of Vientiane province and Mr. Noulinh Sinbandhit, Vice President of STEA and was
attended by 80 participants from central and local levels.

3. National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan

Biodiversity management is also regarded as an important component of environmental manage-
ment and protection. To ensure the sustainable use of biodiversity resources, it is necessary that the
government develop its biodiversity strategy and action plan. For this purpose the government of
Denmark and UNDP have provided financial and technical support for the government of Lao PDR. To
reach the said target, STEA, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and some sectors concerned are now
in the process of conducting the said activities. The National Biodiversity strategy, and Action Plan is
expected to complete within this year.
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4. National Strategy on Environment Education and Awareness

The Goal of the Strategy is that ‘The people will have environmental knowledge and skills, positive
attitude and values for the Environment, and by participating in sustainable environmental manage-
ment they will take responsibility for the Environment and help to conserve the Natural Resources to
improve the quality of life for all.’

The development of the EEA Strategy is the response of the Lao Government to the ASEAN EEA
Action Plan. The EEA Strategy will assist the Government of Lao PDR to reach the goals of the
National Environmental Strategy by encouraging and motivating the people to take care of the coun-
try’s natural resources on a sustainable basis. Just as the environment belongs to everyone and every-
one has a role to play in environmental protection so too the EEA Strategy is for us all. All sectors,
both government and private, have an important role in implementing the strategy with their own
objective, and in supporting each other.

The EEA Strategy has been developed through a series of participatory workshops and meetings
involving key people from all sectors at all levels. There have been consultations at Provincial and
National levels and across sectors. Furthermore there will be continuous reviews of this document dur-
ing implementation.
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1. Good News for the Seas

Positive developments in the marine environment began with a February 20 announcement by the
National Oceanographic Directorate to launch the country’s own sea-going vessel for oceanic
research, thanks to collaboration between the Science, Technology and Environment Ministry and
Royal Malaysian Navy.

This was followed by the Johor government’s May 7 pledge of RM600,000 over a period of five
years towards monitoring and breeding of the giant clam population around the islands of Mersing. In
mid September, an artificial reef made of environment-friendly cement was sunk near Tioman by a
retinue of 250 divers led by the Crown Prince of Pahang. Shortly after, a reef conservation and aware-
ness campaign was launched at a resort on Redang. A break to the series of good news came in the
form of two incidents: a mid October damage to coral beds off Tioman by a barge’s irresponsible
anchoring, and an early November crown-of-thorn starfish (COTS) outbreak in waters off Johor.

Authorities’ response was swift: sixteen barge workers were charged in court by mid November,
and a tripartite (Fisheries, Marine departments and Johor National Parks Corporation) investigation
ordered into the COTS outbreak. The latter move coincided with a proposal by the Johor government
to gazette the islands off Mersing as a marine park by April next year. Meanwhile, the Redang island
Turtle Sanctuary at Mak Kepit beach reports hatchlings that are ‘bigger and stronger’ than those
hatched on the Trengganu mainland.

2. Tough Actions Follow Highlands Damage

Indiscriminate land clearing on the hills made headlines again, this time given special impetus by a
February 5 recommendation of the Prime Minister that offenders be jailed, following a January 17
landslide at a Cameron Highlands residential site under construction. Soon after, a police report was
lodged by the District Office on the developer of a Blue Valley commercial vegetable farm found to be
using heavy machinery to level the land, in defiance of 2 stop-work orders previously issued.

Echoing the PM’s sentiment, the Pahang Chief Minister urged relevant ministries to push for
amendments to existing laws e.g. the Land Conservation Act 1960, to allow for stiffer penalties. The
state government promptly ordered an immediate freeze on all development projects in Cameron
Highlands, and the Sultan himself took personal interest in the matter by hitting out at greedy devel-
opers and reminding them that “...people in Cameron Highlands also have their dreams and more
importantly their livelihood.”

As a result of these events, Cabinet approved a proposal to render its Committee on Highlands and
Islands Development, formed in 2000, a permanent feature. By late February, neighbouring states also
made progress: Perak approved the guidelines on hill-slope development issued by the Federal gov-
ernment and Selangor announced a decision to gazette its hillsides under the Land Conservation Act
1960. In mid- September, Cameron Highlands authorities declared the probability of legal proceedings
against the offending Blue Valley vegetable farm developer under the Highlands Development Act
1963.
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3. Ramsar Recognizes Johor Wetlands

Announcing its intended launch of the National Wetlands Policy, the Science, Technology and
Environment Ministry (MOSTE) on February 10 made known its submission for 3 sites in Johor to be
included in the Ramsar list of Wetlands of International Importance. About four months later the
application received a nod from the Switzerland-based Ramsar Bureau, designating each of the three
as an ‘area whose ecological characteristics cannot be changed by human activity within or in the sur-
roundings’.

The recognition was especially significant as, after having had only one site included beforehand,
namely the Tasik Bera in Pahang, Malaysia has attained Ramsar status for 3 sites in one go.
Furthermore, the group of 3 is unique; one being an island (Pulau Kukup), the other a riverine swamp
(Sg Pulai) and the third a coastline (Tg Piai). Collectively, they are home to the currently endangered
Lesser Adjutant stork, a species protected under the Third Schedule of the Wildlife act 1972. Pulau
Kukup is the world’s second biggest mangrove island, a vital ecology site for flood control and ‘buffer’
for the mainland from severe storms, while Sg Pulai is one of the best examples of a lowland tropical
basin, supporting a rich biodiversity dependent on mangroves.

As for the third site, Tg Piai, located as it is at the southernmost tip of mainland Asia, the coastline
is threatened by severe erosion and heightened shipping with the opening of a new port in the Johor
Straits. Not long after the Ramsar acceptance, international experts were promptly offered by the
Bureau to study and recommend remedial action to Tg Piai, in cooperation with the state of Johor
which by then had put in place an education and communication programme, as well as administra-
tive instruments to protect mangrove and natural forests.

4. Breakthrough in Water Resource Management

After a long-drawn discourse through the years surrounding the heretofore uneasy Federal-state
jurisdiction over water resources, the Works Minister on July 31 announced that the Federal govern-
ment will undertake the administration of water management in all states by year end, pending
approval by the respective State assemblies. The move, suggested by the Prime Minister at a recent
National Water Council meeting that he chaired, was welcomed by the Malaysian Water Association
which had always favoured a holistic approach to water resources.

With the takeover, implementation of the following proposals tabled prior to the announcement
would naturally follow: the setting up of the National Water Resources Council to coordinate water
development and management in the states; preparation of a National Water Resources Master Plan
to identify future sources of water; drafting of the National Water Policy to detail development objec-
tives and long-term sustainability; creation of a Water Commission to help states regulate the water
concessionaire companies, and the introduction of the Integrated River Basin Management (IRBM)
concept.

It is hoped that with this development, not only will consumers have access to adequate treated
water in terms of quantity and quality, the issue of standardisation for the setting of water tariffs can
also be resolved. Also timely would be a review of the 19 water-related legislations to reflect an inte-
grated system of water governance.
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1. Household and Industrial Waste Law Enacted

The current situation recorded in Mongolia with respect to its household and industrial waste
shows that waste is being thrown away without any classification and in addition, the operations of
existing centralised dumpsites fail to meet corresponding sanitary and environmental demands.

The draft law on Household and Industrial Waste developed from the Government of Mongolia
and submitted for consideration to the Parliament of Mongolia was enacted on November 28.

Since the approval of this law favorable conditions are expected to be created for providing the
classification of household and industrial waste from the first stage and putting it into circulation
through recycling, checking the disposal of non-assigned waste categories, creating technical, techno-
logical and economic mechanism for reducing waste amounts, building structures intended for dump-
sites, and introducing and adapting advanced technologies.

Also, it is likely that the total amount of waste will be reduced, the expenses and burden of local
and state budgets incurred in connection with waste disposal will be alleviated, specialised plants and
business entities will be set up to deal with waste management, market interests in waste disposal
business will be increased and waste management will be improved.

Source: “Zuuny Medee” Newspaper No.197, 2003

2. Fourth Asia-Pacific Forum for Environment and Development

The Fourth Asia-Pacific Forum for Environment and Development was held in August, in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. More than 70 participants from 23 countries arrived to take part in the forum
including the former Prime Minister of Japan and the chairman of this forum, Mr. R. Hashimoto.
During this forum, the "Zero draft report" version incorporating regional environmental development
issues was discussed including a number of water, renewal energy, trade, finance and urbanisation
issues regarded as of high importance.

Mongolian Prime-Minister N. Enkhbayar attending the forum made a speech, and Mr. U. Barsbold,
Minister of Nature and Environment delivered a presentation. Upon completion of the forum, Mr. R.
Hashimoto paid a two-day visit at the invitation of the Minister of Nature and the Environment mak-
ing a tour around picturesque places of Mongolia, getting acquainted with its people's lifestyles and
enjoying the national holiday of Naadam.
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3. The Basin of Uvs Lake Placed on the World Natural Heritage List

The issue of putting the protected area of Uvs lake basin, located in the western part of Mongolia,
onto the World Heritage List was first discussed in 1993. A working group was set up from the
Government of Mongolia by the Ministry of Nature and Environment together with the State
Committee on Nature and Environment, Tuva, Russia with the aim of working out relevant materials
and substantiation. In 1998 the basin of Uvs lake was proposed for inclusion on the World Heritage
list.

At the 27th regular sitting of the World Heritage Committee and UNESCO Secretariat held on June
30, the basin of Uvs lake was placed on the World Heritage list according to such World Natural
Heritage specifications as rare flora and fauna and a unique and pristine natural ecosystem.

The basin of Uvs Lake is one of the ancient lakes of Asia and stretches 160 km from north to south
and 600 km from west to east.

The basin of Uvs Lake is a wonderful complex of ecosystems encompassing major natural zones
and it has a special scientific significance being one of the 10 areas included in the International
Geosphere-Biosphere Program.

4. 2004 Declared as Year of Water

The Government of Mongolia has decided to declare 2004 as the year of Water and has summed
up the preparations provided in this connection in 2003.

In the papers of the Johannesburg Summit, Third World Water Forum held in Kyoto, Japan, and
the Ulaanbaatar forum of Asian-Pacific Forum for Environment and Development (APFED4), the issues
of improving the water supply, water protection and rational utilisation have been considered as top
priority.

The Ministry of Nature and Environment declared 2003 as the year of providing corresponding
preparations and carried out a number of large-scale actions including the following:

* A package of water laws updated and worked out has been submitted to the Parliament of
Mongolia;

* Policies to be pursued from the state of Mongolia in the field of water have been developed
and the major areas of actions to be carried out have been approved by the Government of
Mongolia;

* A surface water survey has been carried out on a countrywide scale; appropriate conclusions
drawn up and respective measures to be taken are being planned.

According to the survey, 683 out of the 5,565 rivers recorded are observed to have dried up, as
well as 760 out of 4,193 lakes and ponds, and 1,484 out of 9,600 brooks.

5. No Land Reclamation Carried Out

The Ministry of Nature and Environment together with the Ministry of Industry and Trade have con-
ducted a joint inspection of the operation and land reclamation activities carried out with respect to
the mines and mining industries on the territory of Mongolia.

According to the inspection it has been established that out of 129 economic entities engaged in
mining industry the operation of some 66 percent is polluting the water bodies without any land
reclamation and rehabilitation actions undertaken or conducting them just nominally. This situation
has been taken into account by the Government of Mongolia, which considers it appropriate to make
decisions starting from 2004 for establishing and carrying out an economic and financial mechanism
for land reclamation actions.
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6. Distribution and Reserves of Mongolian Khulan Horse

Scholars and researchers of the Mongolian Academy of Science and Biological Institute together
with the local environmentalists of the Ministry of Nature and Environment's Environmental Protection
Offices and the Special Protection Department arranged in September a field survey concerning
Mongolia's khulan horses (Equus hemionus Pall) population distribution patterns and reserves.

During the survey it was established that there are 19-20 thousand head of khulan horses in the
territories of Dornogobi, Umnugobi, Gobi-Altai, Bayankhongor and Khovd provinces, occupying an
area of 177,563.4 square km, which means that their population density per 1,000 hectares is 1.04
specimens on average.
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1. Four Ramsar Sites

Three wetlands, Ghodaghodi Tal of Kailali district, Beeshazar Tal of Chitwan district and the
Jagdishpur reservoir of Kapilbastu district acquired international status this year. These internationally
important wetlands had been proposed for inclusion in the Ramsar List last year. Koshi Tappu was the
only Ramsar Site in Nepal so far.

At an interaction programme organised by the Environment Protection Campaign Nepal, Surya
Bahadur Pandey of the Department of National Park and Wild life Conservation reported that all pro-
cedures are almost complete, and that by the end of this year Nepal will have four Ramsar sites.

Wetlands are not only source of livelihood for many rural communities but they are also refuge to
several rare and endangered species of flora and fauna. Due to anthropogenic activities, wetlands all
over the world are deteriorating at an alarming rate. Organised efforts aim to stop the degradation of
wetlands.

According to Ramsar Convention, all contracting parties should identify the potential wetlands of
international wetlands in the country and propose them for inclusion on the Ramsar List. At present,
10 internationally important wetlands, including the proposed three, have been identified in the coun-
try so far.

Source: The Kathmandu Post, August 29, 2003

2. Fertiliser from Capital's Waste from Next Year

The government has decided to grant permission to Lona Fertilisers, a private company, to produce
organic fertiliser from the capital's waste for 30 years. An agreement to that effect was signed on 5
September, following its approval by a meeting held at the Ministry of Local Development three days
previously.

Installation of the fertiliser plant at Okharpauwa, Nuwakot would commence within a week and
the plant, estimated to cost Rs. 400 million, is expected to come into operation by the end of next
year.

The government secured a landfill at Okharpauwa, Nuwakot, for 50 years for the sustainable man-
agement of the capital's garbage following strong opposition from the locals over the management of
the capital's waste in Gokarna Dumping site. Lona Fertilisers was selected for the production of
organic fertiliser from the waste to be shipped there. The production will start once the government
shifts waste to Okharpauwa,

The government and Kathmandu Metropolitan City jointly shoulder the responsible for transferring
about 500 metric tons of the daily collected waste from the collection centre at Teku to the site, locat-
ed about 30 km north-west of the capital. Apart from that, they will provide approximately 150 ropa-
nis for land, drinking water and communication services to the company.

Source: The Kathmandu Post, September 6, 2003
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3. Environment Issues Well Considered in Kali Gandaki 'A' Project

Environmental and social issues were given due consideration during the construction and opera-
tion phases of the Kali Gandaki 'A' Hydroelectric Project, and suggestions were made in a post-con-
struction environmental impact report of the project released by the Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA).
The report was prepared by the NEA's Environmental and Social Studies Department.

Impact predictions were mostly accurate and most of social and environmental mitigation mea-
sures have been successfully implemented. With a few exceptions, implemented mitigation measures
were effective, the environmental condition of the area is good and social conditions of local people
have improved.

According to the report, various measures were implemented, ranging from the installation of a
siren warning system to bio-engineering, to compensation for the loss of land, houses and other
assets in order to mitigate physical, biological as well as social upheavals. Both the families' standard
of living and the local economy soon exhibited the positive impact of this regular cash inflow.

Implementation of various community development programmes, improvement of public infrastuc-
ture such as access roads, rural electrification programme, communication and health services,
enhanced educational facilities are other benefits that were brought in by the project.

Kali Gandaki 'A" Project started in 1997 and was completed in April 2002. It began commercial
production from August 2002 and has a capacity to generate 842 GWh of electric energy annually.
Source: The Kathmandu Post, November 19, 2003

4. Biogas Plants Effective Carbon Dioxide Controllers

Nepal can claim an amount of Rs 150 million annually by reducing the emission of carbon dioxide
(CO,) in the atmosphere through biogas. According to a study carried out by Eco Securities in collabo-
ration with an INGO (International NGO), a Biogas plant can reduce emissions of about five metric
tons of carbon dioxide every year. There are more than 100,000 Biogas plants in Nepal at present,
therefore it is reducing the emission of 500,000 metric tons carbon dioxide every year.

The 1997 conference on the environment held in Kyoto, Japan had endorsed reductions in the
amount of carbon dioxide and five other greenhouse gases in the atmosphere by 5.2 percent by
2012. There are about 52 countries which are to comply with the directives. As per the Kyoto proto-
col, a country displacing a ton of carbon dioxide is given five US dollars. Calculating this way, with
about 100,000 Biogas plants in Nepal, the country can receive more than two million US dollar per
year.

However, Nepal first should sign the protocol and abide by the directives, for which an authorita-
tive body on behalf of His Majesty's Government should be formed. Although no claims of any kind
have been made so far in Nepal, the Biogas assistance programme has been acting as a pressure body
to make the government aware of positively taking the necessary steps. The amount, if thus received,
can be utilised in development and establishing more Biogas plants in the country, helping improve
the living conditions of people and alleviate poverty by receiving additional amounts of foreign curren-
ay.

Source: The Kathmandu Post, July 29, 2003
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5. Nepal Needs Green Projects:

A national stakeholders' workshop was jointly organised by the Small Grant Projects and
Himalayan Light Foundation in order to identify the issues related to the Global Environment Facility
(GEF) and SGP and also to enhance tools and methodologies in participatory ways to achieve the
goals of Global Environment Facility (GEF) and SGP.

The GEF/SGP of the UNDP provides financial and technical support for programmes aimed at
improving both the livelihoods of the people and the quality of the environment. The 18 GEF/SGP
supported projects now under way in different parts of Nepal, demonstrating why community actions
are crucial for finding and maintaining a balance between socioeconomic development needs and the
need for conserving the environment.

SGP provides opportunities to the core poor by mobilising their own resources in addressing envi-
ronmental problems. Simple operational modality, flexibility in selection of projects and high level of
local ownership has made the programme very popular and successful. The programme has shown its
success in a short period of time and the interest of NGOs and CBOs are worth mentioning. The
National steering committee of the project has selected some innovative projects such as conservation
of Siwalik ecosystem in llam, biodiversity registration in Kaski and forest certification in Parbat for
future implementation.

Source: The Himalayan, March 28, 2003
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Claire Gibson, Information and Publications Officer
Neil Ericksen, Director
The International Global Change Institute (IGCI)
The University of Waikato

1. Agricultural Emissions Research Levy

New Zealand is a signatory to the Kyoto Protocol and is committed to reducing its greenhouse gas
emissions to 1990 levels. Non-CO, emissions from pastoral agriculture account for more than half of
New Zealand's emissions. There is, however, a lack of practical and cost-effective farm practices and
technologies to reduce agricultural emissions, especially methane from animals.

In order to address this, the New Zealand Government drafted a policy (June 2003) to exempt the
agricultural industry from an emissions tax until at least 2012, but introduced an annual agricultural
emissions research levy of farm businesses (NZ$8.4 million in total) to fund research on reducing non-
CO, emissions from agricultural activities.

This proposed levy was not well received by the farming community. Federated Farmers (a national
farmers’ interest group) rebelled against the proposal under the banner Farmers Against Ridiculous
Taxes (FART). They gathered 65,000 signatures on a petition against the policy, and marched on
Parliament.

As a result of discussions between the Government and the agricultural sector, the policy was
reworked to remove the need for a statutory levy on farm businesses. Instead, the research will be
funded through the Pastoral Greenhouse Gas Research Consortium which is supported by the dairy
and meat industries with additional funding from Government.

Source:http://www.maf.govt.nz/mafnet/rural-nz/sustainable-resource-use/climate/agricultural-emissions-research-

funding/agricultural-emissions-research-funding-cover.pdf
http://www.beehive.govt.nz/ViewDocument.cfin? DocumentID=18128
http://onenews.nzoom.com/onenews_detail/0,1227,229001-1-453,00.html

2. Water Quality of Rotorua Lakes

The Rotorua District, which includes geothermal landscapes, is one of the most popular tourism
destinations in New Zealand. Formed by volcanic activity, its 11 major lakes are under increasing pres-
sure from human activities, such as residential settlement, farming and recreation. Such activities have
increased nutrient levels in the lakes for decades and their sediments are rich with stored nutrients
which feed algal growth and thus degrade water quality.

In 2000, Environment Bay of Plenty (the regional council), Rotorua District council and Te Arawa
Maori Trust Board finalised a strategy for co-operatively managing the lakes. Environment Bay of
Plenty has implemented the Rotorua Lakes Protection and Restoration Action Programme, which
includes the development of action plans for key lakes, ongoing monitoring, new regulations and sci-
entific investigations.

In response to public calls for action on the condition of the lakes, this year Environment Bay of
Plenty has allocated an additional NZ$100,000 to hasten improvement of water quality. This will
enable economic evaluations of land use changes within the lakes’ catchments. It will also fund inves-
tigations of direct intervention options for Lakes Rotorua and Rotoiti, including oxygenation and
stream diversion.

Additionally, Environment Bay of Plenty is in the process of developing Best Management Practices
(BMPs) that will help minimise nutrient losses from farms in the lake catchments.
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Lake Tarawera, one of the 11 major lakes in the Rotorua District
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Source: http://www.envbop.govt.nz/Water/Lakes/Lake-Action.asp
http://'www.envbop.govt.nz/media/pdf/regional%20guardian%20feb2003.pdf
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http://'www.envbop.govt.nz/publications/media/030903ac.doc

3. Moratorium on Genetic Modification

The Royal Commission on Genetic Modification reported its findings in July 2001 after an inquiry
into the risks and benefits of genetic modification (GM). It concluded that New Zealand should pro-
ceed cautiously with GM, but also allowed for consideration of opportunities offered by new technol-
ogy. To allow time for the Royal Commission’s recommendations to be implemented, the Government
placed a two-year moratorium on applications to release GM organisms into the environment. The
moratorium expired on 29 October 2003.

Under an amendment to the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act (1996) the
Government gave the Environmental Risk Management Authority (ERMA) power to control the release
of GM organisms. The Government has also funded more than NZ$7 million of research into the envi-
ronmental, human health, economic, social and cultural impacts of GM organisms. The results of this
research will form the basis of ERMA's decisions.

Following the expiry of the moratorium, ERMA can once again consider applications to release GM
organisms on a case by case basis. When assessing applications ERMA must consider the impacts GM
organisms will have on the environment, public health, society and the economy. Cultural, spiritual
and ethical considerations must also be taken into account.

Source:http://www.mfe.govt.nz/issues/organisms/

http://'www.gm.govt.nz

4. Do Good Environmental Plans Make a Difference?

Research funded this year by the New Zealand Government (through the Foundation for Research,
Science and Technology) is assessing the effectiveness of environmental plans produced by local
authorities under the Resource Management Act (1991).

Carried out by the International Global Change Institute (University of Waikato) in collaboration
with others, it builds on earlier research which examined the quality of plans and their implementa-
tion, including factors influencing plan development. This new phase of research attempts to evaluate
the environmental outcomes from the implementation of RMA plans in a selection of local authorities.
Lessons from this research will be applied to new long-term council community plans prepared by
local governments under the new Local Government Act, which focus not only on the environment,
but also social, economic and cultural considerations.

Findings from Phase 1 of the research into plan quality and governance are available in the book,
"Plan-Making for Sustainability: the New Zealand Experience” available through Ashgate (UK) from
February 2004.

Source: http://www.waikato.ac.nz/igci/pucm
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Merlin M. Magallona
Professor of Law and Director
Institute of International Legal Studies
University of the Philippines

1. Thousands of Passenger Motorcycle Drivers in Protest against Clean Air
Law

Thousands of tricycle drivers, in procession with their passenger motorcycles on the way to
Malacanang (Presidential) Palace in Manila, held a dramatic protest against the implementation of the
Clear Air Act on 6 January . This law came into effect starting this year. The protest caused a massive
traffic jam in the main avenues near the Palace for hours, beginning with a prayer rally and ending
with the negotiations between the drivers and operators of passenger tricycles with high government
officials.

The implementation of the Clean Air Act involves the phasing out of the two-stroke engines with
which a large number of passenger motorcycles are equipped. The National Confederation of
Tricycle Drivers and Operators assailed Resolution No. 02-36 promulgated by the Metro Manila
Development Authority to give effect to the Clear Air Act, as a peril to the livelihood of thousands of
tricycle drivers. The Confederation described the resolution in question as “our sector’s Calvary” and
blamed the present government for pushing its members “deep into poverty”.

In the ensuing negotiation, the government gave way to a concession to suspend the effectivity of
the resolution by one month. It also agreed to form an inter-agency committee which would include
representatives of the Confederation in proposing new government policies affecting its members.
The government negotiators were led by Secretary Elisea Gozun of the Department of Environment

and Natural Resources and Secretary Hernani Braganza of the Department of Agrarian Reform.
Source: Philippine Daily Inquirer, January 7, 2003, Philippine Star, January 7, 2003; Today (Manila), January 10, 2003.

2. Drivers of Passenger Vehicles Inflicted with Tuberculosis Due to Air
Pollution

On 23 January 2003, Secretary Leandro Mendoza of the Department of Transportation and
Communication disclosed the findings of a study conducted by the University of the Philippines
College of Public Health on the health consequences of air pollution in the streets of Metropolitan
Manila. The highlights of the study indicate that passenger jeep drivers are the primary victims of pul-
monary tuberculosis (TB). Of the total number of victims reported, 32.5 percent are passenger jeep
drivers. Although staying inside air-conditioned vehicles, bus drivers account for 16.4 percent of the
TB victims. Of the commuters covered by the study 14.8 percent are so affected.

The findings in this study are included in the World Bank environmental report for 2002, which
observes that about 22 million Filipinos, or one out of four, are exposed to tuberculosis. It also esti-
mates that 68 persons die of this disease daily. Apparently because of polluted air, TB cases are on

the rise, resulting in high cost of medical treatment.
Source: Philippine Daily Inquirer, January 25, 2003.

3. Potable Water Sources Drying Up in Cebu Province

As the Philippines marked the United Nations-sponsored World Day for Water on 22 March, scien-
tists at the San Carlos University Water Resources Center (WRC) in Cebu City warned that the
province of Cebu is facing the bleak prospect of escalating riots over salt-contaminated wells and dry
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taps. “People in the area serviced by Metro Cebu Water District stand with their back against the
wall”, WRC director Fr. Herman Van Engelen noted, stressing that “one must be prepared in 10 years
time to face riots in Cebu”.

The WRC studied the intrusion of sea-water into Metro Cebu’s aquifer and the increasing ground-
water salinity beyond permissible levels, turning the main water source of the city into a non-potable
“cesspool”. According to Van Engelen, “systematic observations on this intrusion ... show that in
2025, half of the coastal aquifer will be permanently lost”.

Metro Cebu is suffering from shortages in the supply of water to its more than 1.7 million popula-
tion as industrial uses of water multiply. Warning signs of the crisis appear in reports that water taps
in Cebu City give out brackish water.

Source: Philippine Daily Inquirer, March 22, 2003.

4. Environmental Clearance Application through Internet

Secretary Elisea G. Gozun of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
announced that starting April, business establishments may apply for environmental compliance cer-
tificates (ECCs) through the internet. The online service is designed to simplify the application process
and speed up issuance of ECCs.

Interested parties may verify the status of ECC applications on DENR's website (www.denr.gov.ph)
or on the website of the Department’s Environmental Management Bureau (www.emb.gov.ph).
Online service covers relevant information in DENR’s central office in Manila as well as in all its regional
offices nationwide.

Source: Business World (Manila), April 3, 2003.

5. Asian Development Bank Official Critical of Clean Air Law Implementation

A critical statement from an Asian Development Bank (ADB) source points out that the manner by
which the Philippines’ Clean Air Act is being implemented at present fails to encourage entrepreneurs
to engage in profitable transport undertakings that do not involve environmental deterioration.
Patrick Giraud, director of ADB’s Southeast Asia Infrastructure Division, recently told the press in an
interview “the problem is that there are not enough incentives for the private sector (to opt for less
polluting ventures) because the Clean Air Act is not properly enforced”.

As a result, the Philippine government has been paying the ADB commitment fees of some Php 8
million a year on a $25-million four-year loan which it has not began to tap. The loan package, is
intended to implement ADB’s Air Pollution Control Facility through the Land Bank of the Philippines,
which is required to relend the money to borrowers that may put up infrastructures for compressed
natural gas (CNG) for the transport industry.

The ADB transport facility is established for the adoption of fuels, such as natural gas, that do not
pollute the environment as much as oil and its derivative products.

However, the Land Bank has not been able to tap the loan package and so, according to Giraud, it
"has been paying commitment fees since the loan has to be farmed out.”

Transport officials are of the view that the ADB loan programme may be out of place because the
infrastructures that would make it possible for them to invest in a CNG facility for transport does not
exist in the Philippines.

Source: The Daily Tribune (Manila), June 20, 2003.
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Anatoly Lebedev
Chairman
Non Governmental Organisation - Bureau for Regional Outreach Campaigns (BROC)

1. Oil Pipeline Development Plans and Governmental Strategy

During 2003 most of the Siberian, Far-Eastern and North-Western environmental NGOs in Russia
criticised governmental strategy, targeting the creation of new exits for Siberian oil to the global mar-
ket. Despite the environmental disasters caused by the new pipeline, “Transneft” in the Baltic area
due to many violations of the law, the companies “Yukos” and “Transneft” launched a fierce compe-
tition for Siberian oil between Chinese and Asia-Pacific markets via strategic pipelines. Since Japan
announced an interest to invest in the Angarsk-Primorye pipeline, the Chinese government immedi-
ately started to promise funding for the much less expensive pipeline Angarsk-Datzin, promoted by
“Yukos”. On the other hand, since “Yukos” had been charged for hiding profits and its President
Khodorkovskii arrested, the cheaper Chinese option became less realistic. However there is still a huge
lack of the evaluated Siberian oil deposits to feed the full capacity of 50 billion tons announced for
the alternative Pacific pipeline in preliminary economic justification. Against this background, a series
of anti-pipeline environmental actions and lawsuits over Siberia and the Far East serve as a reminder
that both pipelines will cross a wide area of pristine territory with high conservation status and value,
and there is the danger that there will be annual spills of tens of thousands of tons of oil onto the
intact Siberian environment. Furthermore, the greatest danger may well come from the designated oil
terminal in waters of high recreational value in the Sea of Japan.

Source: Bureau for Regional Outreach Campaigns — BROC, own analysis

2. "Nuclear Deputies” to Be Excluded from the Next Congress

In 2001, 242 Deputies of the Russian State Congress (Duma) voted for a bill presented by Nuclear
Energy Minister Adamov, which cancelled the previously established ban on the import of Used
Nuclear Fuel into Russia for processing and storage. In 2003 most of the Deputies took advantage of
the lack of information about the previous vote, and balloted for the next elections. Meanwhile, trains
with nuclear materials had already arrived at the “Mayak” enterprise in Chelyabinsk from Bulgaria and
other countries for processing and storage. According to some sources, secret negotiations regarding
this issue have been taking place for many years with Taiwan, South Korea and the Philippines. The
scandalous bill was adopted against the background of a non-governmental campaign to collect 2.5
million signatures for a referendum to ban the import of nuclear materials in 2000, which were not all
recognised by the Central Electing Commission. Before the new elections in late 2003, the Greens
conducted a Russia-wide campaign to demand that the so-called “nuclear voters” do not ballot again.
This is particularly the case in Far East Russia, as the Government announced that Primorsky seaports
are open for the import of nuclear materials. As a result, even if the situation failed to embarrass any
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of those candidates , the electorate became more sensitive to issues regarding nuclear waste and to
the behaviour of the deputies.

Source: Bureau for Regional Outreach Campaigns — BROC, own analysis

3. Environmentally Exhaustive Fishing Quota Bidding Abolished

Auctions on fishing quotas, put into practice by the State Government in 2000, became a real
tragedy for the Russian fish industry, particularly in the Far East, affecting 80 percent of Russian fish
products. All privileges in the bidding procedure were taken under the control of governmental
authorities, which preferred to give the most valuable resources to foreign companies for the highest
fee or bribes, or to private criminal firms, which are often hidden under the umbrella of so-called “sci-
entific fishing”. During 2003, under pressure from the Fisheries Associations, administrations of
marine territories and key companies, the auctions were abolished, and there was a return to the for-
mer model of distribution quotas according to regional needs. However, the Fisheries Law, which has
been waiting for approval from the State Duma for more than 5 years and which aims to legalise local
guotas and rental fees, has still not been adopted, and there is no chance that it will be adopted by
the new Duma any time soon. Therefore, competition amongst criminal Moscow-based firms, Far East
regional, and Asian-Pacific fishing firms has become very engrained. There is also competition
amongst three Russian law enforcement agencies on the sea, which give the appearance of trying to
reduce poaching and smuggling, but which are really interested in sequestering as much valuable
marine resources as possible to fill their own pockets. Coastal communities, dependent on the marine
resources, remain poor in light of these practices.

Source: Bureau for Regional Outreach Campaigns — BROC, own analysis

4. New Forestry Code

Discussions on the new Forestry Code started after the abolition of the State Forest Service in 2000
by Presidential Decree. By making it part of the Nature Resource Ministry, this agency was weakened
and faced the challenges of the growth of illegal logging, corruption and destruction of the last intact
forests of the Far East and Siberia. The most valuable group of forests around the cities was the most
urgent issue, because officials were being coerced into make money for the budget and themselves by
giving those lands up for the local elite. Efforts to change the rules, requiring Moscow to take those
forests off the federal stock were noticed for many years. Environmentalists won a lawsuit in 1998
against the federal government, which leased a lot of such forests illegally for private use. But, in the
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late 2003, State Congress, awaiting new elections, yielded to strong pressure from the government
and passed a new rule, simplifying this procedure. The next step, as many environmentalists forecast,
may be the new Forestry Code, which gives an opportunity to privatise forest plots. This danger, inten-
sified by the continued reduction of regional authority in forest management, is a key one for Russian
mentality, since it would cancel the last, although weak, official regional control over some forests and
accelerate moves to turn them into exportable timber and terrestrial desert.

Source: Bureau for Regional Outreach Campaigns — BROC, own analysis
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Prof Koh Kheng Lian
Director
Asia-Pacific Centre for Environmental Law (APCEL)

1. The United States of America and Singapore Free Trade Agreement,
2003 (USSFTA)

The USSFTA was signed by Singapore and the United States of America on 6 May 2002. The US
Senate ratified it on 1 August 2002. It is expected to enter into force in January 2004. The USSFTA
establishes a free trade area consistent with Article XXIV of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade 1994 (“GATT 1994") and Article V of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (“GATS").
Chapter 18 of the USSFTA deals with environment covering the following matters: levels of protec-
tion; application; application and enforcement of environmental laws; procedural matters; institutional
arrangements; opportunities for public participation; environmental consultations; relationship to envi-
ronmental agreements, and principles of corporate stewardship. Pursuant to this chapter, Singapore
prepared its environmental review report in consultation with various agencies. This report deals with
how Singapore manages its economic growth while protecting its environment. In light of its scarce
resources, it has sometimes to take a pragmatic approach.

Source: http://'www.mti.gov.sg/public/PDF/CMT/FTA_USSFTA_Agreement_ER.pdf

The United States and Singapore also signed a Memorandum of Intent (MOI) on Co-operation in
Environmental Matters on 13 June. The MOI provides the framework for the two countries to identify
environmental issues of mutual interest and to establish a mechanism for cooperation. The scope
extends beyond bilateral activities and includes where appropriate, regional activities to promote sus-
tainable environmental policies and practices, and effective measures in support of sustainable devel-
opment. A Plan of Action is contemplated under the MOI which would include exchange of profes-
sionals to promote the development of environmental policies and standards; organisation of joint
conferences, seminars and training sessions; facilitation of linkages among representatives from acad-
emia, industry and government to promote the exchange of best practices and sharing of informa-
tion.

2. Singapore Infectious Diseases Act, Chapter 137

As a result of the outbreak of SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) in early 2003, Singapore
amended the Infectious Diseases Act to control the diseases. Some of the important amendments
which were included in the First Schedule, section Il “infectious diseases” are: (1) Notification of
Infectious Diseases. For example, every medical practitioner who has reason to believe or suspect that
any person attended or treated by him is suffering from an infectious disease or is a carrier of that dis-
ease shall notify the Director within the prescribed time and in such form or manner as the Director
may require having medical examination and treatment. The Director may require any person who is,
or is suspected to be, a case or carrier or contact of an infectious disease to submit to medical exami-
nation or medical treatment at such times and at such hospital or other place as the Director may
determine. (2) If any person fails to comply with the requirements of the Director under this section —
(a) that person shall be guilty of an offence; and (b) the Director may order the removal of that person
to any hospital or other place where the person may be detained and (if necessary) isolated until he
has been medically examined or treated. (3) Other amendments include post mortem examination
treated of premises or vessels isolation of persons, surveillance, isolation area, closure of food estab-
lishment.
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Source: http://www.dms.dpc.vic.gov.au/sb/2003_SR/S02266.htm!
http://www.singapore-window.org/sw03/030425af. htm

3. Malaysia — Singapore Reclamation Case and Marine Environment

Malaysia brought a provisional order for Singapore to stop its reclamation works, inter alia, in
Tekong on the ground that it is damaging its beaches and harming its fisheries. The case went before
the International Tribunal of the Law of the Sea. On 10 September, the Court comprising 23 judges
unanimously held that there is no provisional order for Singapore to stop its reclamation works.
However, the judges ordered the two countries to co-operate and consult each other. The case will
now go to arbitration.

Source: http://www.mfa.gov.sg/reclamation/order.doc

4. Capacity Building

APCEL (Asia- Pacific Centre for Environmental Law) continued to make its contribution in capacity
building and other activities. Some of the highlights for this year include an invitation by the newly
established Singapore Environment Institute of the National Environment Agency to be a partner in its
course on Understanding Environmental Laws: the Singapore and International Perspectives. The
course is designed for government and public officers and was held from 21 — 22 October. APCEL also
co- sponsored the inauguration of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law and the Colloquium on
Law of Energy for Sustainable Development held from 4 — 7 November in Shanghai. The inauguration
was a great success and was attended by over 150 professors, representing university law faculties
from 41 nations. The UN Secretary General Kofi Annan paid tribute to the establishment of “a new
global network of university law departments” dedicated to environmental law. APCEL jointly orga-
nized a conference on Intellectual Property & Biological Resources held from 1 -3 December in
Singapore. One of the sponsors is the Japan Bioindustry Association (JBA).

At the request of the ASEAN Regional Centre for Biodiversity Conservation (ARCBC), APCEL
together with the IUCN Regional Biodiversity Programme, Asia, and the Centre for Environmental Law
of Macquarie University in Sydney organized a training programme, Capacity Building for Biodiversity
Conservation and Sustainable Utilisation in the ASEAN Region through Skill Development in Legal and
Regulatory Mechanisms, held from 24 — 28 November. Twelve participants from seven ASEAN coun-
tries attended the course.

Source: http://law.nus.edu.sg/apcel/
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1. Gasohol: The Bio-Fuel for Cleaner Air

The Thai government has had for a long time a policy to promote the production of ethanol (which
is produced from a variety of crops including cane molasses and cassava) as an alternative fuel that
will reduce the country’s dependence on oil imports. Moreover, for Thailand, as one of the world’s
top producers of farm products, it is expected that the government plan to opt for the bio-fuel would
have a direct benefit to farmers, especially those producing sugarcane and cassava, the country’s
major products which have been experiencing frequent price fluctuations. Gasohol is considered to
be more efficient than petrol and can meet the fuel standards for vehicles sold in Thailand, especially
EFI (efficient fuel injection) engines. In fact, the standard for bio-fuels, including ethanol-blended
petrol has been set by the government. Without having to undergo a conversion, most car engines
can use gasohol that has less than 10 percent ethanol.

So far, the government has awarded licenses to eight ethanol factories which can produce about
1.5 million litres of ethanol daily. In September, three ethanol projects with a combined investment of
Bt.3.59 billion have won approval from the national ethanol committee and the BOI (Board of
Investment) to produce ethanol to substitute for octane-boosting additives in petrol. The Ministry of
Energy will also come up with a gasohol marketing plan to encourage people to use it. At present,
two private companies, Bangchak Petroleum Plc. and PTT Plc., are selling gasohol at a limited quan-
tity due to the limited supply. However, the amount sold has been increasing, especially at Bangchak
where the total number of selling stations has increased to 99 from four in Greater Bangkok.

Source: Bangkokpost.com (December 6, 2003); Nationmultimedia.com (December 19, 2003, November 26, 2003 and

September 23, 2003); newsweekly.com.au (July 26, 2003)

2. The Potash-Mining Project in Udon Thani

The huge Potash-mining project in Udon Thani Province which has been awarded to a Canadian-
based mining company ( Asia Pacific Potash Corp-APPC) has encountered a serious drawback. Its EIA
report, which has been approved by the Office of Environmental Policy and Planning, was rejected by
an academic team as it was found to be full of flaws and hence deemed unacceptable. Moreover, the
Natural Resources and Environmental Minister is urging the Industry Ministry to revoke the contract
and potash-mining concession awarded to the private company because it is mainly owned by for-
eigners who will likely get most of the benefits from the project.

It has been reported that the potash deposit found in the province of the upper northeastern
region is the world’s third largest and that as an agricultural country, Thailand would benefit greatly as
potash is a key ingredient in fertilizers. However, it is argued that this may not be the case as the
company’s plan clearly states that it will export most of potash from the mine to China. Furthermore,
it has also been argued by some academics that the EIA fails to show the exact area of the mining
operations, no clear magnitude of the total impact and insufficient mitigation measures and monitor-
ing.

After it ran into resistance and protests by the local people early this year, the Natural Resource and
the Environment Ministry started to reexamine its environmental impact and other related issues and
finally asked the Industry Ministry to scrap the contract. However, the Industry Minister said that
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scrapping the concession between the ministry and the APPC would only be the last option.
Source: Bangkok Post, (July 12, and June 18, 2003); Nationmultimedia.com (July 10; April, 12, 20, 24; and March 28, 30,
2003)

3. The New Salween Logging Scandal

The illegal logging scandal started in 1997 when logging operators illegally felled trees in Salween
national park and wildlife sanctuary, hauled them to Burma and then imported them back as Burmese
logs to conceal their origins. The scandal attracted massive public attention as a senior forestry official
was accused of accepting a huge bribe in return for facilitating the hauling of seized illegal logs out of
the Salween forest in Mae Hong Son province. During 1997-2002, it was reported that a total of
33,884 logs were seized and 15,485 of them were sold by the Forestry Department to the Forest
Industry Organization (FIO) in 1997 and 13,215 logs were held in the custody of the Tak provincial
forestry office. In early 2003, the scandal started to surface again when the Ministry of Agriculture
and Cooperative came up with the idea that some 2000 teak timber impounded after the 1997 illegal
logging scandal would be sold to logging operators. This idea came after it was discovered that some
of the impounded logs had gone missing. However, the proposal to commercialise the abandoned
teak logs was strongly opposed by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment and some local
environmentalists who said that it would lead to new illegal logging activity.

In this connection, another new development has recently emerged when authorities confiscated
more than 100,000 logs which belong to a private company owned by a high-profile politician. In
fact, these logs were found in Chiang San Lake and some of these could be among the missing
Salween inventory. However, the FIO said that it sold over 100,000 teak logs to the company and to
preserve them, these logs were then stored in the lake. The Natural Resources and Environment
Ministry also maintained that the logs were legally bought from FIO. Nevertheless, the Special
Investigation Department staff suspected that some logs may have been felled illegally. Finally, in the
latest development, on 7 December 2003, about 200 teak logs retrieved from Chiang San Lake were
set on fire in an apparent attempt to mask their suspected illegal origin.

Source: Bangkok Post, (December 4, 5, 8; November 29, and April, 10, 24, 25, 26, 2003)

4. The Thai-Malaysian Gas Pipeline Disputes

The dispute between the government and opponents of the Thai-Malaysian gas pipeline and gas
separation plant project over the past several years continues into the year of 2003 with no sign of
ending. However, since the clash last December between police and protesters, the protests in recent
months have been rather peaceful. On 30 June, for example, opponents of the project sought the
help of their children in raising the profile of their campaign. About 300 children, many under 10
years old, rode in a bicycle convoy calling on the 600 police guarding the construction site of the Trans
Thai-Malaysian Ltd. (TTM) plant in Chana district to go home. Another approach focuses on religious
beliefs for opposing the 30 billion-baht project. A local Muslim leader said that the teachings in the
holy Koran played an important role in encouraging local people to protest against the project which
they believed would harm marine resources and transform peaceful fishing villages into polluted
industrial centres.
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Despite strong opposition and protest, TTM said it would press ahead with building the controver-
sial and long-delayed gas pipeline and separation plant, with completion set for June 2005. The gov-
ernment, in an attempt to appease the staunch pipeline opponents who are concerned about pollu-
tion from industrial activities in the area, has come up with a cabinet’s resolution banning petro-chem-
ical industry in the Chana district

However, the move was widely criticised, especially by academics in the South, who called it
“sneaky”. It therefore appears that the implementation of this project which has been approved and
supported by former governments as it is believed that the project will benefit the entire country. This
is why even opposition political leaders have been very supportive of the project and have called on
supporters and opponents of the project to avoid any violent confrontation and urge the government
to find a peaceful resolution for the dispute.

Source: Nationmultimedia.com (September 18; July 2, 17; June 4, 8, 13, 17, 24, 25; 30; May 30; and January 4, 8, 13, 21,

24, 27, 31, 2003)
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1. Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park Wins World Heritage Listing

Situated about 50 km northwest of Dong Hoi township, Quang Binh province, Phong Nha - Ke
Bang National Park was recognised as a world natural heritage site by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) at its 27th general assembly session in Paris in July this
year.

Phong Nha-Ke Bang covers 85,000 hectares, including the most ancient limestone mountain range
in Asia.

The park has a system of nearly 300 caves, particularly the Phong Nha Cave, which boasts many
fascinating rock formations, long underground rivers and wide pristine sand banks.

Its tropical forest is home to 36 of the over 750 rare plant species listed in the Viet Nam Red Book
as endangered, with some species listed as becoming extinct in the world.

The park also boasts dozens of unexplored mountain peaks standing at more than 1,000 metres.

Quang Binh will hold a festival in February of 2004 to mark Phong Nha - Ke Bang National Park's
recognition as a World Natural Heritage site by UNESCO. Meanwhile, many activites will take place for
tourism promotion to attract Vietnamese and foreign tourists to Quang Binh. Quang Binh also intro-
duced nearly 40 projects to call for investment into the province.

Source: Ministry of Culture - Information.

2. Symposium on: “Environmental Protection and Sustainable
Development in Viet Nam”

Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment held a symposium on: “Environmental protection
and sustainable development in Viet Nam” in Ha Noi on October 28-29. Speaking at the symposium
Permanent Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung said pollution has become a social concern. He
pointed to weaknesses and shortcomings in environmental protection such as backward infrastruc-
ture, limited resources and unqualified workers.

“Concerted efforts should be made to continue implementing the five systematic measures for the
environment”, Dung stressed

These measures concern water resource protection, waste treatment, forest protection and cultiva-
tion, and strict treatment of production establishments that cause pollution; laws and policies on envi-
ronmental protection; education on environmental protection among the people and community; and
incentives to use environment-friendly technology.

The symposium reported that 90 percent of businesses surveyed failed to meet standards for the
quality of sewage, with 73 percent of businesses having no sewage works and 60 percent of opera-
tional sewage works unqualified.

Viet Nam now has 1,500 craft villages, all of which cause pollution. To date, 46 percent of people
in rural areas have not been provided with safe water.
Source: Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment.
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3. Viethamese Scientist Awarded Blue Planet Prize

Vietnamese Professor Vo Quy received the 2003 Blue Planet Prize in Tokyo on October 22 from the
Asahi Glass Foundation.

Prof. Dr. Vo Quy of the Ha Noi-based Viet Nam National University (VNU)'s Centre for Natural
Resources Management and Environmental Studies became the first Vietnamese to win the interna-
tional environmental science award.

He had investigated the effects of war on the environment and later served as a key member of
the working group for research on the long-term effect of herbicides used in the war on the environ-
ment.

In 1985, he founded the Centre for Natural Resources Management and Environmental Studies,
Viet Nam's first environmental research and training institute. He played a key role in initiating new
environmental policies for sustainable development that will contribute to the economic growth of
Viet Nam.

In addition, he educated local citizens about the importance of forests conservation. As a result,
they achieved remarkable results using community-based conservation strategies under his guidance.

Prof. Dr. Quy, an ornithologist, has also made wide-ranging contributions to the conservation of
biodiversity, helping to protect migratory birds and other creatures.

Source: http://www.vnagency.com.vh

4. Oil-Shipwreck on Saigon River

The accident occurred on January 12 at 6.20 pm when a oil tanker, carrying some 600,000 litres of
oil, collided with an empty freighter from the VOSCO company in the international port area of the
Saigon River. The oil tanker received a two-metre crack on its right side, causing it to sink immediately.
Over 150,000 litres of oil spilled into the river.

The accident received immediate action from responsible agencies, including the establishment of
the above-mentioned board involving a number of relevant authorities and chaired by a deputy direc-
tor of the Ho Chi Minh City Service of Science, Technology and Environment.

The board said it sent a rescue ship to the incident one hour after the accident took place, using
Swedish technology to clean up the oil-slick from the river surface. The operation was backed up by
another ship from the Petroleum Technology and Service Company early on January 13. They dumped
buoys around the sunken ship to prevent the spread of the oil-slick. The whole of the oil spill has been
absorbed into the rescue ships for treatment. By noon of January 13, there was no longer any trace of
the oil-slick on the river surface.

The municipal administration has also issued an urgent message to responsible agencies, calling for
immediate action to prevent and overcome possible damage to agricultural production, especially
aquaculture and the daily lives of local people.

Source: Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment.

115



HheNE

2003%F(F. A TUHFITIAE O SARS, HRLST O, EHICEBAVITIVIVTE, KAICEARR 14
T ol HEDEIIFREREICOEVEZRIINNIDN, SEEERESE (UNEP) OF 1L - J\A7
LENSUNEPH2003F 1 BICHKR UL THZRAY VD [FERIEHAREE] [COVWTERED D DI,
BERES(E. P IHZRAY U TIF20FICRAEEICKD ., TNTTORBERE - REHBBEHW LTSN,
AHBRUEDFANBRRUCCEZRODCTEHELDIC, RIRICEHAT OEROHIE - t17. RRIC5ADF
E0FHBFIE. —ROSMEABDCHDRENRIEIFE. 150IBEZBA BEZITOCLD, RIE[EN
DEHIHE. TDRIHRE U TAZHLXELTCWVS CEDMETH S CLEZWD TERATEONDEHITH D,

SEFEONcZ1—RZRDE. K ORE(E. EXRCRER. HHORREE. BEY. BRRES. S
(Cfcdnt. KT+ —S L] OREICETHELEZIEUHE U TKERDZ 1 —ADBIFICERTEL
E2 TS, 2 HHIcOATFHIKRIREEE U COKBEEDEIF SN TV DIFFMDE D TH AL, IGES
TH2003F 1 1RICNKEBREETOY T bz 5 L, KDBUVWKEREEDERSA T 3 V2R
BEEBIC, BERUFEZ(EUSHETEERAT —INILY —DITEZHE - (BET DIcHDMFVEENZED T
ARt ) ol

IGESTI&F. BF7IT7RKEFEZFROE UCHEENSFEOND D ULILBERICERZILVLED S,
IGESDIFFRT —~Y & L TADENEDN ZE R HIKRIERBOBRICERI D FTEE 21T > CLKFE
THdo

116



Afterword

2003 was an eventful year, characterised by the Iraq War, SARS, repeated terrorist incidences, and
avian influenza. Conflicts in society cast a dark shadow upon environmental issues. Tim Higham of the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) recounted the organisation’s January 2003 report on
Afghanistan titled “Afghanistan Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment.” According to the report,
two decades of war have put on hold all previous environmental management and protection strate-
gies and has led to a collapse of local and national governance. The report contains over 150 recom-
mendations, including the enactment and enforcement of environmental legislation; environmental
impact assessment procedures; and capacity building for public participation and education. The situa-
tion in Afghanistan is a powerful reminder that public peace and order are prerequisites for tackling
environmental issues successfully.

Reports that were sent in encompassed a wide range of topics including water, global warming,
industry and environment, urban environment management, waste disposal, and nature conservation.
But water-related news, including the “World Water Forum,” was noticeably higher in number com-
pared to previous years. It is well-known that water remains one of the 21st century’s most serious
global environmental concerns. In November 2003, IGES launched the Freshwater Resource
Management Project, which sets forth policy options for better water resource management and pro-
vides research to support and promote activities of various stakeholders including policy planners.

IGES will continue to review information obtained primarily from the Asia-Pacific region to decide
on pertinent topics for its research, with the objective of making a contribution towards the resolution
of global environmental issues.
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Contents of the 1998 Top News on Environment in Asia

[China] Ren Yong, Institute for Global Environmental
Strategies (IGES)

1. Enactment of the State Council Ordinance Concerning
Environmental Management for Construction Projects

2. Promotion of National Environmental Protection Agency
(NEPA)

3. The Yangtse River Flood Caused by Abnormal Climate
Conditions, but Worsened by Ecological Destruction in the
Middle and Upper Reaches

[India] Maithili lyer, Institute for Global Environmental
Strategies (IGES)

1. Biodiversity Bill to be Discussed in the Winter Session of the
Parliament

2. High Court Issues Notice to Manage Fly-ash Disposal

3. Proposed Ban on New Diesel Vehicles in the National Capital
Region (NCR)

[Indonesia] Mohamad Soerjani, Institute for Environmental
Education and Development (IEED)

1. Efforts to Socialise the New Environmental Management Law in
Indonesia

2. Sustainable Development: Principles and Implementations

3. The Indonesian Biodiversity Foundation

4. New Eco-tourism Development, Depok, Indonesia

[Japan] Yohei Harashima, Institute for Global Environmental
Strategies (IGES)

1. Enactment of the Law for the Promotion of Measures to Tackle
Global Warming

2. The Emerging Environmental Pollution Caused by Exogenous
Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals

3. Preparatory-Phase (Activities) of Acid Deposition Monitoring
Network in East Asia (EANET)

4. Establishment of the Institute for Global Environmental
Strategies (IGES)

[Korea] Tae Yong Jung, National Institute for
Environmental Studies (NIES)

1. Posting Toxic Chemicals Control Act and Regulations
2. Reforming of Green-belt (Development Restriction Area)
3. First Ever Ecological Survey Planned on DMZ

[The Philippines] Merlin M. Magallona, University of the
Philippines (UP)

1. Environmental Policy in the Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998
2. Environmental and Natural Resources Officers for Philippine
Cities

[Singapore] Chia Lin Sien, Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies (ISEAS)

1. New Measures to Combat Maritime Pollution

2. Singapore Ratifies International Maritime Conventions
3. Study on Energy Efficiency

4. The Haze Continues

[Thailand] Tongroj Onchan, Thailand Environment
Institute (TEI)

1. Salween Logging Scandal

2. Forest Encroachment and the Right of People to Live in
Thailand’s Dwindling Forest

3. The Effects of El Nino and the Worst Forest Fires

4. Thai-Burmese Gas Pipeline Project

5. Inland Prawn Farming

Contents of the 1999 Top News on Environment in Asia

[Cambodia] Kol Vathana, International and Public
Cooperation, Ministry of Environment (MoE)

. Participation in the Second Regional Forum for Southeast Asia
of the TUCN World Commission for Protected Areas

2. Workshop on "Awareness of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance"

. "Management of Forests and Elimination of Illegal Forest Activity"
Begins

4. Workshops on Development of Local Forests

5. Drafting of a "Sub-Decree on the 23 Protected Areas Management

in Cambodia"
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[China] Zhou Xin, Policy Research Center for Environment and
Economy of State Environmental Protection Administration
(PRCEE)

1. Twentieth Anniversary of the Enactment of "The Environmental
Protection Law of the People's Republic of China"

2. Highlighting Pollution Control: Evident Results Achieved

3. Increase of Investment in Environmental Protection

4. Ecological Conservation in the Yangtze and Yellow River Basins

[India] Maithili lyer, Tata Energy and Resources Institute

1. Supreme Court Tightens Emissions Standards in Delhi
2. Ministerial Directive to Use Fly Ash for Construction Purposes
3. Negotiations for a Biosafety Protocol

[Indonesia] Mohamad Soerjani, National Research Council

1. Provincial Autonomy in Regional Development

2. Profile of the Environmental Minister

3. Sustainable Development and Provincial Autonomy

4. Environmental Impact Analysis New Regulations 1999
5. Timber Plantation

[Japan] Yohei Harashima, Institute for Global Environmental
Strategies (IGES)

. Crested Ibis Hatching

Accident at the Conversion Building in the Nuclear Fuel

Processing Plant

. Law Concerning Special Measures for Dioxin Contamination

. First Tripartite Environmental Ministers Meeting among China,
Japan, and Korea

. IGES Hosts the 1999 Open Meeting of the Human Dimensions
of the Global Environmental Change Research Community
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[Korea] Seung Woo Kim, Korea Environment Institute (KEI)

1. Reforming of the Greenbelt Policy

2. The Dong-gang Controversy

3. New Plan to Improve Nakdong River Water Quality
4. New System to Regulate the Use of Disposable Products
5. Nuclear Radiation Leak Accident

[Malaysia] Wan Portia Hamzah and Norhayati Mustapha,
Institute of Strategic and International Studies
(ISIS) Malaysia

1. National Coastal Zone Policy

2. The Dugong - A Creature Threatened?

3. Hope for Biodiversity

4. The Sungai Selangor Dam

5. Pesticide Danger in Rivers?

6. Climate Change Scenario

7. Decisive Action on Toxic and Hazardous Waste

[Mongolia] Ayush Namkhai, Development and Environment
Center (DEC)

1. Draft Law on the Fauna of Mongolia
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2. Natural Disaster Mitigation Country Programme

3. Programme for Protection of the Air

4. Regulation for Issuing Permits to Import, Sell and Use Ozone-
Depleting Substances

5. Natural Disaster (Drought)

[Nepal] Bishnu Bhandari, Institute for Global Environmental
Strategies (IGES)

1. Nepal Establishing a Trust Fund for Biodiversity Conservation
2. Vikarm Tempo Banned in Kathmandu

3. Forest Fire in the Himalayan Region

4. Drought in the Himalayas

[The Philippines] Merlin M. Magallona, University of the
Philippines (UP)

1. A New Comprehensive Clean Air Law
2. Garbage Crisis ID Metropolitan Manila
3. Policy of Sustainable Forest Management

[Singapore] Chia Lin Sien, Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies (ISEAS)

1. Policy Statements by Minister of the Environment, Singapore

2. The Deep Tunnel Sewerage System (DTSS)

3. Join the OPRC Conventions and Accepts Annex V of MARPOL 73/78

4. Annual Oil-spill Exercise

5. Suspension of Import of Live Pigs and a New License for
Selling Chilled Pork

[Thailand] Tongroj Onchan, Thailand Environment
Institute (TEI)

1. Anchovy Causes National Conflict

2. A Conservation Angle From Zemin's State Visit

3. A Controversial Movie "The Beach"

4. Confusion over Public Land Encroachment near Sri Nakharin
Dam

5. Protest against the Coal-fired Power Plant Project

[Vietham] Pham Huu Nghi, Institute of State and Law,
National Center for Social and Humanities

1. Launching of Environmental Protection Policy
2. Hoi An and My Son to Become World Heritages
3. Worst Floods in Forty Years

[Southeast Asia] Chia Lin Sien, Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies (ISEAS)

. UNEP Commissions Review of Marine Pollution of East Asian
Countries

2. Tenth Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Officials on the Environment,
Bangkok

. Regional Consultative Workshop on the East Asian Seas (EAS)

Programme to Discuss Issues Concerning Liability and

Compensation for Oil Spill Damage and Clean-up Claims

An Update on the Regional Haze Situation in Southeast Asia

. Nipah Virus Epidemic in Peninsular Malaysia
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Contents of the 2000 Top News on Environment in Asia

[The Asia-Pacific Region]
Masakazu Ichimura, United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN/ESCAP)

1. Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in
Asia and the Pacific (MCED) 2000

2. State of the Environment in Asia and the Pacific 2000

3. Regional Action Programme (RAP) for Environmentally Sound and
Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific 2001-2005.

4. Kitakyushu Initiative for a Clean Environment

5. Environmental Cooperation in North-East Asia

[The Asia-Pacific Region]
S. Tahir Qadri, Asian Development Bank (ADB)

1. Impact of Forest Fires on the Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN)

[Bangladesh] Khandaker Mainuddin, Bangladesh Centre
for Advanced Studies (BCAS)

1. Devastating Flood Hit South-West Region of Bangladesh

2. Sound Waste Management; an Immediate Necessity for Dhaka City
3. Suspended Particulate Matters Remain High in the Air of Dhaka City
4. Red List on Endangered Wildlife

[Cambodia] Khieu Muth, Ministry of Environment, Cambodia

1. Floods in Cambodia

2. National Greenhouse Gas Inventory for 1994
3. New Sub-Decree of Air Pollution

4. Coastal and Marine Problems

[China] Zhou Xin, Policy Research Center for Environment
and Economy (PRCEE), The State Environmental
Protection Administration (SEPA)

1. The Second Revision of the Law of Air Pollution Prevention
and Control

2. Great Efforts Taken to Realize the Target of “One Control and
Double Attainments”

3. Beijing Initiates the “Green Olympic Action Plan”

4. Sandstorms Hit Beijing and Tianjing Municipalities

[India] Prasad Vaidya, The Weidt Group

1. India Joins the GLOBE Program
2. Draft Rules for Recycling/Management of Lead Acid Batteries

3. Supreme Court Clears Sardar Sarovar on the Marmada River
4. State Governments Fund Participatory Water Harvesting Programs

[Indonesia] Mohamad Soerjani, Institute for Environmental
Education and Development

. National Conference on Natural Resource Management

. Indonesian Sectoral Agenda 21

. Environmental Toxicology, Pollution Control and Management
. National Flora and Fauna Loving Day, 2000

. Caring for the Future
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[Japan] Yohei Harashima, Takushoku University

1. The Basic Law for Establishing a Recycling-based Society

2. Regulation of Exhaust Gases from Diesel Vehicles in the Tokyo
Metropolitan Area

3. ESCAP Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development

4. G8 Environment Ministers’ Meeting

5. Illegal Transfer of Hazardous Wastes to the Philippines

[Korea] Hoi-Seong Jeong, Korea Environment Institute

1. The Illegal Toxic Discharge of the Eighth US Army

2. The Suspension of the Planned Construction of Yongwol Multi-
Purpose Dam

3. The Establishment of the Presidential Commission on
Sustainable Development (PCSD)

4. Environmental Impacts Investigation on the Saemankeum Reclamation Project

[Lao PDR] Viengsavanh Duangsavanh, Technology and
Environment Agency

1. The Environment as Public Responsibility

2. Local Environmental Management

3. Environmental Impact Assessment

4. Public Involvement in Nam Theun 2 Hydro-Power Project
5. Press Release on Climate Change

[Malaysia] Norhayati Mustapha, Institute of Strategic
and International Studies (ISIS)

1. Timely Review of Highland Development
2. Foiled Toxic Waste Shipment

3. Climate Change Update

4. Millennium Tree Planting

5. Beach Clean-up

6. Recycling Launch
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[Mongolia] Ayush Namkhai, Development and Environment

Center Dondogiin Enkhbayar, Ministry for
Nature and Environment

1. Law on Tourism

2.Law on Banning the Import, Export and Trans-boundary

Movement of Hazardous Waste, and Concerning its Export

3. National Action Programme on Climate Change

4. Natural Disaster

5. Establishment of the “ECO ASIA” Institute

[Nepal] Phool Chandra Shrestha, Freelance Consultant
Bishnu B. Bhandari, Institute for Global
Environmental Strategies (IGES)

1. Nepal's “Gift to the Earth”

2. Restoration of the Churia Foothills as a Biological Corridor
3. Nepal Rhino Count 2000

4. Grassroots Conservation Initiatives in Rural Nepal

5. Ban on Old Vehicles in Cities in 2001

[The Philippines] Merlin M. Magallona, University of the
Philippines
1. Garbage Avalanche Killed More Than 200 People
2. Hazardous Waste Shipment Sent Back to Japan
3. Lawyers Demand Compensation for Victims of Toxic Waste
Contamination in Former U.S Military Bases
4. Oil Spill by Singaporean Tanker

[The Russian Far East] Alexander Sheingauz, Economic
Research Institute

1. New Administration for the Use of Natural Resources

2. Voluntary Forest Certification Begins

3. New Protected Area Is Established in Amurskaya Oblast

4. International Workshop on Sustainable Forest Management
5. New Method of Oil Waste Utilization

[Singapore] Chia Lin Sien, Institute of South East
Asian Studies

1. Sewage Contamination of Water Supply in Public Buildings

2. Review of Long-Range Comprehensive Concept Plan

3. Waste Collection in Singapore

4. Chemical Spill Stops Fishing and Swimming

5. Deep Tunnel Sewerage System (DTSS): First Tender For
Changi Wastewater Treatment Plant

6. Virus Outbreak of Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease (HFMD)

[Thailand] Tongroj Onchan, The Mekong Environment
Resource Institute (MERI) and Thailand
Environment Institute (TEI)

1. Protest against Thai-Malaysian Natural Gas Pipeline

2. The Violent Pak Moon Dam Protest at the Government House
3. The Car Free Day Campaign

4. Costly Dike Causes Water Pollution

5. Mishandling of Radioactive Waste

[Vietham] Pham Huu Nghi, Deputy Director of State and
Law Journal, Institute of State and Law, National
Center for Social Science and Humanities
1. Sanctuary for the Ho Guom Turtle
2. Large Flood in Cuu Long River Delta, South Vietnam
3. Effects of the Ho Chi Minh Highway Project on Cuc Phuong
National Garden

Contents of the 2001 Top News on Environment in Asia

[The Asia-Pacific Region]
Tim Higham, United Nations Environment Programme,
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (UNEP-ROAP)

1. The Asia-Pacific Regional ‘Platform’ for WSSD

2. Asia-Pacific Civil Society Perspective on WSSD Heard

3. Strengthening Regional Capacity for Environmental Law and
Conventions

4.Japanese Company Helps Empower UNEP Education,
Awareness and Training Work

5. Industry Outreach and Networking

[The Asia-Pacific Region]
Lester R. Brown, Earth Policy Institute (EPI)

1. Dust Bowl Threatening China’s Future

[The Asia-Pacific Region]
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES)

1. ECO ASIA 2001

2. Regional Preparation for the WSSD (Johannesburg Summit)
3.COP7

4. Illegal Logging in Indonesia

5. New Bill on Managing the Three Largest Rivers in South Korea
6. Korean Environmental Education Act in the Offing

7. Developments on Environmental Management Accounting in Asia

[Australia] Gerard Early, Approvals and Legislation,
Environment Australia

1. Environmental Law Reform

2. Extension of the Natural Heritage Trust

3. National Action Plan on Salinity and Water Quality
4. Sydney Harbour Federation Trust

5. Australia's Virtual Herbarium

[Bangladesh] Khandaker Mainuddin and Dwijen Mallick,
Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies (BCAS)

1. Buriganga, the Most Polluted River in Bangladesh

2. Arsenic Contamination in Groundwater poses Serious Health Threat

3. Banning of Polythene Bags is high on the Agenda of the Government
of Bangladesh

4. Bio-diversity Conservation Programme Launched in the Sundarbans

[Cambodia] Khieu Muth, Ministry of Environment

1. Survey in Lomphat Wildlife Sanctury

2. Regional Platform on Sustainable Development for Asia and the
Pacific

3.The 6th Informal ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the
Environment (15-16 MAY 2001)

4. Japanese Royal Couple in Cambodia

[China] Zhou Xin, Policy Research Center for Environment
and Economy (PRCEE), The State Environmental
Protection Administration (SEPA)

1. New Restrictions on Automobile Manufacture and Emissions

2. Beijing Strengthening Environmental Protection to Realize
“Green Olympic”

3. The Law of Desertification Prevention and Control

4. Air Quality Forecast in 47 Key Environmental Protection Cities

[India] Prasad Vaidya, The Weidt Group, USA; Maithili lyer,
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratories, USA
1. Ban on Plastic Bags Widens
2. State Governments Follow through on Rainwater Harvesting

3. Energy Conservation Act
4. Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Bill
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[Indonesia] Mohamad Soerjani, Institute for Environmental
Education and Development (IEED), Member of
the National Research Council Indonesia

1. “Clean Ciliwung River Campaign,” Jakarta

2. Integrated Chemical Management and Safety

3. National Workshop on Environmental Education
4. Novel Approach to organic Waste Composting
5. Environmental Policy Revitalization

[Japan] Yohei Harashima, Takushoku University

1. Controversy on Ratifying the Kyoto Protocol

2. Reconsidering the Land Reclamation Project at the Isahaya Bay
3. Enforcement of the Law for Recycling of Home Appliances

4. Inauguration of the Ministry of the Environment

[Korea] Jeong-Gue Park, Korea Environment Institute
(KEI)

1. Environmental Efforts Driven by the 2002 FIFA World Cup
Hosted by Korea and Japan

2. Conservation of the Tumen River

3. Eco-Technopia 21

4. Saemankeum Reclamation Project

[Lao PDR] Soukata Vichit, Science Technology and
Environment Agency (STEA)

1. Integration of Environmental Concerns into Socio-Economic
Development Plans

2. The First State of Environment Report

3. The First Sectoral EIA Regulation

4. EIA for Gold Mine

5. Program to Improve Environmental and Social Management

[Malaysia] Wan Portia Hamzah and Norhayati Mustapha,
Institute of Strategic and International Studies
(ISIS)

1. Focus on Wetlands

2. Natural Heritage of Belum to Remain

3. EIA for All Projects

4. Prestigious Award for Malaysians Committed to Turtle Conservation
5. Transfrontier Protected Areas

[Mongolia] Ayush Namkhai, Development and Environment
Center; Dondogiin Enkhbayar, Ministry for
Nature and Environment

. Air Pollution in the Capital

. Amendments Made to the Law on Environmental Impact
Assessment

. Determination of List, Estimation of Size and Percentage of
Payments and Charges

. Pasture Overgrazing Increases

. Census of Argali Sheep (Ovis Ammon) Population

. Drought for Three Years Running
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[Nepal] Phool Chandra Shrestha, Freelance Consultant

1. Kumrose Community Forest Earns from Eco-tourism
2. Arsenic Contamination in Groundwater

3. Lake Phewa Plan Adds Woes

4. Leasehold Forestry in 16 More Districts

5. National Policy on Wetland Management

[New Zealand] Jacquelyn Harman; Neil Ericksen, The
International Global Change Institute
(IGCI), The University of Waikato

1. New Zealand Takes Steps Towards Ratifying the Kyoto
Protocol

2. Moratorium on Field Trials of Genetically Modified Organisms
Lifted

3. Ten Years Under the Resource Management Act (1991)

[The Philippines] Merlin M. Magallona, University of the
Philippines
1. Garbage Crisis and the Semirara Controversy
2. President Estrada Calls Military to Assist in Garbage Disposal
3. Smoking Ban Starts June 2001
4. Congressional Measure for Wildlife Resources Conservation
Signed into Law

[The Russian Far East] Alexander Sheingauz,
Economic Research Institute
1. New Russian Target Program on Ecology and Natural Resources
2. New GEF Project on Ecosystem Conservation in Khabarovskiy
Krai
3. International Conference on Sustainable Forest Management
4. Exhaustion of Fish Reserves in the Sea of Okhotsk
5. A Surge of Poaching in Ussuri Taiga

[Singapore] Koh Kheng-Lian, Asia-Pacific Centre for

Environmental Law (APCEL), Faculty of
Law National University of Singapore

1. Industrial Water ("NEWater")

2. Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, 2001

3. Resources Conservation & Waste Minimization

4. Draft Singapore Green Plan 2012

5. Capacity Building in Environmental Management

[Thailand] Tongroj Onchan, The Mekong Environment
and Resource Institute (MERI)
1. Phetchabun Flash-Floods and Mudslides: Death Toll Climbs to
More Than 120 People
2. Ban on Inland Prawn Farming
3. GM Food Will Be Labeled
4. Bangkok Faces Garbage Crisis

[Vietnam] Pham Huu Nghi, Institute of State and Law,
National Center for Social Science and
Humanities

1. The Project to Improve and Purify the Environment of the
Tolich, Lu, and Set Rivers in the Capital City of Hanoi

2. The Oil Overflow Incident On the Sea of Vungtau

3. The National Seminar on Abidance with and Enforcement of
Environmental Laws
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Contents of the 2002 Top News on Environment in Asia

[The Asia-Pacific Region]
Tim Higham, United Nations Environment Programme,
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (UNEP-ROAP)

1. Asian Brown Cloud Study

2. ASEAN Haze Agreement Signed

3. UNEP Project to Harness the Potential of ICT for Environmental
Protection

4. Sweden Supports UNEP Initiative to Reduce Greenhouse Gas
Emissions

5. Japan Company-Funded UNEP Project Empowers Education

[The Asia-Pacific Region]
Lester R. Brown, Earth Policy Institute (EPI)

1. Water Deficits Growing in Many Countries

[The Asia-Pacific Region]
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES)

. The Second Global Environment Facility (GEF) Assembly

2. APFED’s Message to the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD)

The Eighth Session of the Conference of the Parties (COPS8) to
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC)

New “Bio Carbon Fund” Launched by World Bank

Yellow Dust-Storm over the Skies of Northeast Asian Cities
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands Held

The Second China-Korea-Japan Tripartite Roundtable on
Environment Industries
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[Australia] Gerard Early, Approvals and Legislation,
Environment Australia

1. State of the Environment

2. Natural Resource Management

3. Sustainable Schools

4. Australia and Japan Unite to Protect Migratory Birds
5. World’s Biggest Marine Reserve

[Bangladesh] Khandaker Mainuddin, Bangladesh Centre
for Advanced Studies (BCAS)

1. Workshop on Capacity Building for Preparation of National
Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPA)

2. Total Ban on Two-Stroke Autorickshaws in Dhaka City

3. Noise Pollution Caused Environmental and Health Problems in
Dhaka City

4. Citizens and Environmental Groups Demand Protection of Rivers
and Water Bodies

[Cambodia] Khieu Muth, Ministry of Environment
1. 1st Greater Mekong Sub-Region (GMS) Program Summit

2. The 8th ASEAN summit
3. Training Workshop on Climate Change Issues

[China] Zhou Xin, Policy Research Center for
Environment and Economy (PRCEE), The State
Environmental Protection Administration
(SEPA)

1. The Fifth National Conference on Environmental Protection

2. The Law of Environmental Impact Assessment

3. Anti-Desertification Combating in China

4. The Second Assembly of Global Environment Facility in
Beijing

[India] Kirit S. Parikh, Indira Gandhi Institute of
Development Research, Integrated Research
and Action for Development

1. Civil Society Groups Get Action on Air Pollution in Delhi
2. Supreme Court Protects Tribals’ Right

3. India Ratifies the Kyoto Protocol and Hosts COP8

4. Parliament Passes Bio-Diversity Act

5. International Recognition for Indian Environmentalists

[India] R Uma, Tata Energy Research Institute (TERI)

. India Moves to Eliminate the POPs

2. Regional Workshop on Household Energy Indoor Air Pollution
and Health

. Asian Brown Cloud

. Auto Fuel Policy

. The Eighth Session of the Conference of Parties (COP8) to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC)
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[Indonesia] Mohamad Soerjani, Institute for Environmental
Education and Development (IEED), Indonesian
National Research Council

. Indonesia at the World Summit on Sustainable Development

. Sustainable Development Plan of Action on Women and
Children

. The Earth Charter

. Cooperation with Environmental Counseling Association in
Nagasaki (ECAN)

. The International Center for Research in Agroforestry (ICRAF):
Teaching Materials
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[Japan] Yohei Harashima, Takushoku University

1. Conclusion of the Kyoto Protocol and the World Summit on
Sustainable Development (WSSD)

2. Trouble at Nuclear Plants

3. New National Strategy on Biological Diversity

4. Food Safety Scandals

[Korea] Jeong-Gue Park, Korea Environment Institute
(KEI)

1. Cheonggyecheon Restoration Project

2. Comprehensive Measures for Water Supply Special Act of the
Four Major Rivers and Establish the Water Pollution Prevention
Plan

3. Seoul Metropolitan Air Quality Improvement

[Lao PDR] Somsanouk Phonnakhoth, Science
Technology and Environment Agency (STEA)

1. Keys Environmental Issues in Lao PDR

2. 1st ASEAN+3 Environment Ministers Meeting

3. Lao Environmental Fund

4. Environmental Education and Awareness Programme
5. Climate Change Actions Further Developed

[Malaysia] Norhayati Mustapha and Wan Portia Hamzah,
Bureau of Environment, Science and
Technology (BEST), Institute of Strategic and
International Studies (ISIS)

1. Tora! Tora!

2. People Power Succeeds in Re-locating Incinerator

3. Genetic Engineering

4. Participation of Local Communities in Wetland Conservation

[Mongolia] Ayush Namkhai, Development and
Environment Center; Dondogiin Enkhbayar,
Ministry for Nature and Environment

1. Renewed Law on Land

2. Dangerous Forest Fires and Forest Pests
3. Regional Project on Yellow Dust-Storm
4. Polar Researchers Jubilee

[Nepal] Phool Chandra Shrestha, Freelance Consultant

1. Melting Ice on Everest

2. Land Degradation Combat Plan Underway

3. Tons of Expired Pesticides Stored

4. Plan to Make Daman Second Botanical Garden
5. Medical Waste Contributes to Pollution
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[New Zealand] Jacquelyn Harman; Neil Ericksen, The

International Global Change Institute
(IGCI), The University of Waikato
Sustainable Development in New Zealand

1. A Sustainable Development Strategy for New Zealand

2. Monitoring Sustainable Development in New Zealand

3. An Evaluation of Progress on Ecological Sustainable
Development

[The Philippines] Merlin M. Magallona, University of the

Philippines

. World Bank Report on Air Pollution

.Malampaya Project Won Award in World Summit on
Sustainable Development

. Philippines Ranks Low in Environmental Survey

. Legislative Attempt Failed to Suspend Implementation of Clean
Air Act

. Destruction of Coral Reef Continues Unabated
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[The Russian Far East] Anatoly Lebedev, Bureau of

Regional Outreach Campaigns
(BROC)

. Russian Taiga Has Lost Much of Its Wilderness

. Certification in Forestry Does Not Mean Environmental
Sustainability

. Russia is Sinking under Nuclear Waste and Spent Fuel

. Payment for Waste Disposal into Environment Shifted to the
Budget

. Forest Strategy as a Way to Hide Illegal Timber
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[Singapore] Koh Kheng-Lian, Asia-Pacific Centre for

Environmental Law (APCEL), Faculty of Law,
National University of Singapore

1. National Environment Agency (NEA)

2. The Singapore Green Plan 2012: Beyond Clean and Green
Towards Environmental Sustainability

3. Environment Recycling

4. Capacity Building

[Thailand] Tongroj Onchan, The Mekong Environment

and Resource Institute (MERI)

1. The Establishment of the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment

2. The Smoking Ban

3. Labeling of Genetically Modified Foods

4. Flooding in the North and the Northeast

[Vietham] Pham Huu Nghi, Institute of State and Law,
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National Center for Social Science and
Humanities

1. Establishment of the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment

2. Establishment of Vietnam Environment Protection Fund

3. U Minh Thuong Forest is Burnt

4. Limits on the Number of Motorbikes to Re-establish the Traffic
Order and Reduce Environment Pollution in Hanoi and Ho Chi
Minh City
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