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Foreword

Globalization of economies in the late 20th century has led to inequality not
only of wealth, but also of information. In order to correct this distortion and
realize sustainable development at an international level, networks for shar-
ing information among developing and industrialized countries, and regions
are indispensable. Research institutes are expected to greatly contribute to
the establishment and fosterage of such networks.

Playing an important role, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies
(IGES) has engaged in implementing strategic research, applying results to
policy decisions and actions, training researchers and practitioners as well
as disseminating and exchanging information.

In line with our above activities, IGES has gathered top environmental news
in Asia and the Pacific region and compiled it to publish a booklet every year
since 1998. The 2000 Top News on Environment in Asia has just been com-
piled, including newly added reports from the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN/ESCAP), the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB), Russian Far East, Lao PDR, and Bangladesh. Coverage
from sixteen countries and two international institutes is incorporated into
this booklet so that readers can grasp environmental trends and problems
in the region through a broader view and fresh perspective.
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The Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the
Pacific 2000 took place in Kitakyushu, Japan, from 31 August to 5 September 2000.
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A man carries his mother on his back as he
wades through flood waters to reach higher
= land in South-west Bangladesh
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Afterword

As the State of the Environment in Asia and the Pacific (SoE) points out (see UN/
ESCAP-2), overall environmental conditions on the Earth are continuing to deterio-
rate, as illustrated in cases such as the frequent sandstorms in Beijing and Tianjing
municipalities (see China-4), forest fires in the ASEAN (see ADB-1) and damage by
floods (see Bangladesh-1, Cambodia-1, Viet Nam-2). As coping with diverse environ-
mental problems on a global scale is beyond the abilities of a sole nation, it is impor-
tant to establish international cooperative systems and networks to promote them.

To find solutions to environmental problems in the 21st Century is therefore to carry
out continual policy reform and to improve its effectiveness of implementation both
in sectoral and cross-sectoral areas.

Considering the above conditions, IGES will develop networks among governmental
institutes, research institutes and NGOs, and contribute to environmental protection
through strategic policy proposals based on research outputs.

IGES therefore greatly appreciates your continued support and cooperation.
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