OPENING REMARKS

Kazuo Matsushita

Good morming, disinguished partidpants ladies and gentlemen.

It ismy great plessre towdcome dl of you to the Third Intemetiond Workshop on Forest
Consarvation in Adaand the Padific Region hogied by the Indtitute for Globa Environmenta Srategies,
o “IGES’ for short. This series of workshops darted firdt at the IGES Canter in Hayamain Uy 1998,
fallowed by the second workshop, hdd in Singgporein November 1998,

Nesdess to sy, humen baings today face a hog of evironmentd problems. Indudrid
palution, loss of bio-diversty, and gold waming are afew o the exanples The vay suviva of
human beings depends on the sudainehility of globd ecosydems

In the forestry sector, continuing depletion and degradation of forests are oocurring in- many
patsof Adaand the Pedfic region Millions of hedtares of forest have been svept by fores fires
excessve logging, land use change, mining and other humen adtivities

Who is reppongble for forest loss and degraddion? Govenments locd communities or
private sactor such ascommerdd loggersand timber traders? What are the underlying causes? How can
paticipetory forest manegement be achieved? What kind of legd and sructurd messures, as wel as
timber trade palicy, should betaken in order to atain sugtanadle managemant of foreds? These are some
of theissuesthat we haveto addressin thisworkshop.

Now let me explain briefly about |GES Forest Consarvation Project. Thisproject isonedf the
ax draegic prgectsthet IGES is curently undearteking in order to devdop innovative palicy meeaures
and drategiesto address fores and fores-rdated issues The main focus and efforts are directed to prepare
adraegy for consarvaion and Sudaineble manegement of forest in Agaand the Padific region. It dso
amsto proposelegd and palicy messures neaded for consarving forests In order to attainthese purposes
IGES Fores Consavation Prgject is divided into four drategic ubthemes These ae Legd Andlyss
Sructurd Andyss Timber Trade, and Participatory Fores Manegement.

Andyticd leves of these subthemes vary from locd and ndtiond, to intemetiond leves and
from tropicd to tempearate bored farests Thus, as you can tdl, daing research in forest consavaion is
redly an ambitioustask. Besdes sncethe number of IGES g4t is rather limited, therdesexpected to be
played by the cdlaboraive researchars ae vay important. By working together, bath IGES ad
collaborative ressarchers are expected to contribute to devd oping agtrategy of forest consarvation.

Theoutputsof thisresearch project will be submitted to mgor intemationd palicy consultation
forasuch asECO-ASA (The Environmental Congressfor ASaand the Padific), IF- (Intergovernmentd
Forum on Forestry), and NGO medtings Thisis in arder to engble the resLiits to bewiddly acknowledged
and proparty implemented.

This 3" interationd workshop is gaing to discuss the resLits of the reseerch produced by the
four subthemes during the fird year. We hopedl the partidpants are ddle to present and discuss your
resserch findings dhare idess and pargpedtives and propose a drategy to move a 9ep fawad in
sudanale useand manegement of foressin Agaand the Padific countries

A lat of wok is aheed of Us in addressng the foredry issues in this workshop. But far the
momet, | wish you every successin your dscussonin the days aheed. | Snoardy hope that evaryone
will find thisworkshop gimulating, enriching, and fruitful by the end of thefind day.

Fndly, and parhgos modt importartly, for those who have come a long way from home to dtend this

" Acting Vice President, IGES.



workshop, pleese do find some time to enjoy the Sghts and sounds of Tokyo and surrounding aress
during your Say in Japen
Good ludk and let uswork together. Thark you.



