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ABSTRACT

This paper describes the recent trends in forest policy and non-
governmental organizations engaged in forest conservation in the
Republic of Korea. The forest policy of Korea has paid attention to
conservation, to save the forest resources from human interventions such
as logging and land conversions. Urbanization and industrialization have
been successfully facilitating forest policy. Now more urban people are
interested in the conservation of forest lands in Korea and actively
participating in the movement of forest conservation by joining in the
membership of NGOs such as Forest for Life.

OVERVIEW OF KOREAN FOREST POLICY AND TIMBER MARKETS

1.Economic Development

Republic of Korea (ROK hereafter) has experienced rapid economic growth for the
last three and half decades. The economic growth rate has been relatively high (more than 5
percent per year) except during two periods as shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Rea GDP Growth Rate
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Table 1. The changes in forest resource of ROK over the last five decades

Category Unit |[1946 |1952 |1960 |1970 [1980 |[1990 | 1996
Forestland Mil ha | 6.814 | 6.469 | 6.701 | 6.611 |6.568 |6.476 |6.448
Growing stock Mil 54.00 | 30.82 | 63.99 | 68.77 |145.6 |248.4 |340.82
n 0 6 5 3 94 26 4
Average stock m‘/ha | 792 | 4765 | 955 [10.40 |22.18 [38.36 |50.21
Population Mil 19.36 | 20.52 |24.98 | 3146 |37.43 |43.41 |45.991
9 7 9 6 6 1
Forest Acreage | Ha 0.352 [ 0.315 | 0.268 | 0.210 |[0.175 [0.149 |0.140
Per volume | n? 2.788 | 1502 | 2561 | 2187 |3.892 |5.723 |7.411
capita

There were two periods when economic recessions occurred, in 1980 and 1998. In
1980 the domestic political environment was unstable, while the country experienced a
financial crisisin 1998.

The most important component of economic development of ROK has been the export
industries. The exports of goods and services accounted for 29 percent of the national gross
product in 1993. This means that the international competitiveness of industries is key to
economic development.

The economic development has been the ground for importing materials for building
capital stocks like housing and roads. The building construction sector has grown 53 times
during the 32 years between 1962 and 1994 while the length of roads has grown 2.2 times
during the same period. The economic growth has transformed the land cover and the life
style of Korean people. More forestlands have been converted into other land uses, as the
country has become more industrialized and urbanized. People now consume more of such
goods and services as fiber products and outdoor recreation.

2.Forest Resources

Forestlands cover nearly two thirds of ROK land area. As of 1997, there were 6.441
million hectares of forestlands in ROK. This was 0.366 million hectares less than that of the
year 1946. The reduction in forestland is mainly due to the land conversion into agricultural
and urban land uses. The main force of conversion of forestland into other uses has changed
over time: first from agriculture (until 1970s) and followed by urbanization since the 1980s.
The average forestland acreage per capita has declined continuously as the population has
increased nearly threefold since 1945. However, the growing stock per capita has
increased continuously ever since the Korean War ended. (see Table 1)

There were many treeless “forestlands’ in ROK until the 1960s when the government’s
reforestation policy became effective. By the 1980s when the reforestation was completed,
nearly four million hectares of lands were planted by work forces (Y 00, 1997). Today there
are about 2 million hectares of plantation forests established. The main species of forest
plantations include Japanese larch (Larix leptolepis), Korean pine (Pinus koreansis), pitch
pine (Pinus rigida), hybrid populars (Populus euramericana, Populus alba x grandulosa),
black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia) and Alnus spp., among others.

The forestland is divided into three categories by ownership: namely, national, private

41



Table 2. The current status of species composition of ROK forests

Category conifers Hardwood Mixed Tota
Acreage | Mil ha 2.788 1.686 1.779 6.441
% 43.3 26.2 27.6 100.0
Volume | Mil m3 151.0 94.6 95.3 340.8
% 44.3 27.6 28.0 100.0

Source : Forestry Administration

and owned by public bodies such as provincial municipalities. The national government
owns 21 percent of the nation's forestland while individuals and private corporations own
71 percent (4.6 million hectares). National forests are usually located in upper ridges of
mountains in the remote areas while most of urban forests are owned privately.

There are 2.1 million individuals who own their own forests, giving the average
forestland holding only 2.2 hectares per individual owner. In most cases, the main purpose
of owning forests is to keep the graveyards for their ancestors. This provides the
explanation for the relatively high land price of forestland compared to the productivity.

Forests of ROK are composed of young stands, which have grown at the rate of 5 to 6
percent per year by volume for the last three decades. The average growing stock at the
current time is just over 50 cubic meters per hectare. The forests are normally be composed
mainly of mixed hardwood if there are no human disturbances. Due to the historical human
disturbances, there are more coniferous forests than hardwood forests in ROK at the
moment. However, due to the low level of forest disturbances over the last three decades,
thereis an evident trend of transition from conifers back to hardwood forests. The Table 2
shows the current status of forest composition in ROK.

Stumpage and log production

The stumpage market in ROK is dominated by the log-producing merchants, who buy
the stumpage from forest owners and harvest timber to supply the domestic logs for saw
mills and pulp mills. The stumpage is usualy small in volume and scattered in a large area
so that the price paid to forest ownersislow. Only one quarter of the log price is paid to the
stumpage owner with variations in log size and usage. The trend in stumpage price of
national forests is shown in Figure 2.The forest owner had to get permission for harvesting
his or her timber until 1995 when the timber harvest regulations were eased; harvesting
permission was replaced by reporting if he or she operates according to a forest
management plan. Even with such a change in timber harvest regulation, the forest owner is
subject to the governmental regulations such as forest planning. This means the Korean
stumpage market has been fairly regulated by the government.

Among the stumpage permitted for harvesting, only 20 percent was from final harvests
while the rest is from thinning, salvage harvests from stands damaged by insects and

42




species conversion for stand improvement. The share of final harvest was 87 percent in
1985. The change in stumpage structure is largely due to the change in market demand for
domestic timber. From the late 1980s, the demand for pit props declined sharply while the
demand for domestic pulpwood has increased. The composition of domestic timber by
usage is shown in Figure 3.

The demand for logs exceeds the supply potential from domestic forests in ROK. The
excess demand is be met by imports from foreign suppliers. In 1997, the total demand for
logs in ROK was 9,328,000 cubic meters while the domestic supply was only 1,062,000
cubic meters. The balance (8,266,000 cubic meters) was imported. The trend in log supply
isshown in Figure 4.

The source of imported logs has changed remarkably over the last twenty years. In
1978, Indonesia supplied 54.7 percent of the total logs imported into ROK while New
Zedland supplied 41.5 percent. The most prominent feature during this period is the
substitution of tropical hardwood with radiata pine logs from New Zealand and Chile. (See
Figure 4) The most powerful factor in the change in the Korean log market was the relative
price of logs. For example, the relative price of Malaysian tropical hardwood to New
Zedland pine logs was 0.59 in 1977 but rose to 2.53 in 1997.

The end-use of logs has changed dramatically over the last three decades. In 1967, logs
for plywood to be exported accounted for 43 percent of total logs consumed while sawlogs
for domestic construction accounted for more than 60 percent in 1997.
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Figure 2. Stumpage price of national forests for the last two decades
Source: Forestry Administration
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Table 3. Plywood production and production capacity in ROK (Unit : nT)

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997
Production | 1,067,26 | 1,808,62 | 1,574,93 | 1,227,21 | 1,123,62 | 974,237 | 895,979 | 1,014,05
1 1 0 3 5 4
Capacity 1,449,27 | 2,425,86 | 2,516,90 | 2,408,77 | 1,329,37 | 1,031,87 | 991,000 | 1,032,00
5 4 8 0 1 1 0

Source: Forestry Administration
Processed timber (lumber, plywood, pulp and paper)

The number of sawmills and lumber production capacity has declined remarkably in
the last decades as the international competitiveness has eroded due to increased wages and
shortages of raw materials supply. There were 936 sawmills with production capacity for
about 6.5 million cubic meters of logs in 1996 while there were over 2,000 sawmills with
capacity of 7.7 million cubic meters of logs in 1985. The lumber production in 1995 was
3.440 million cubic meters with a 72 percent capacity utilization ratio. The demand for
lumber exceeded the domestic production by 985,000 cubic meters in 1997, which was
filled by imports. Only 20,000 cubic meters of lumber were exported in 1997 compared to
376,000 cubic meters in 1980.

The utilization of waste wood from sawmills increased remarkably in recent years as
the medium density fiberboard (MDF) mills increased their production capacity. However,
the declining competitiveness of Korean sawmills worries the MDF mills.

Plywood industry has aso declined in the recent years, as its international

competitiveness becomes weak. The number of plywood mills saw its peak with 88 in 1985
and decreased to 7 in 1997. The type of plywood produced by domestic mills has evolved
into a few very speciadized products such as thick plywood for container flooring and
concrete framework, from thin plywood for furniture manufacturing in the early period.
The production capacity accordingly followed the trend in number of mills. Table 3 shows
the production capacity and level of plywood production.
The export of plywood has declined steadily from the peak in 1977. (See Table4) Asa
result of the declining competitiveness of the Korean plywood industry, imported plywood
has gained in market share in the last decade. In 1997, the imported plywood captured 48.3
percent of the Korean plywood market. Indonesia has been the biggest exporter to the
Korean plywood market followed by Malaysia.

The demand for plywood in the domestic market has steadily increased due to the
growth of the construction sector and number of households. The construction sector
accounts for 35.7 percent of plywood consumption and furniture manufacturing 37.2
percent. The growth of plywood consumption would have been larger if MDF and
particleboard manufacturing industries had not penetrated the plywood market. The
production capacity of MDF aloneis equal to that of plywood.

There are three kinds of pulp mills in ROK; namely four ground wood pulp mills, a
thermo-mechanical pulp mill, and a chemical mill. The production capacity has increased
from 35,600 tons in 1960 to 852,000 tons in 1997. The chemical pulp mill with production
capacity of 400,000 tons per year consumes mainly hardwood chips while the other mills
consume pine logs and chips.
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Table 4. Export and import of plywood (unit: thousand nv)

Export 1,055 1,304 953 127 76 104 89 44

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997

Import | - - 23.0 11.0 735.0 1,307 1,081 970

Source : Forestry Administration

Table 5. Supply of raw materials for Korean paper industry (unit: metric ton)

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 1996

Pulp 239,605 | 325,250 | 620,264 | 834,611 | 1,457,61 | 2,218,15 | 2,526,44
(65.1%) | (45.6%) | (36.7%) | (35.5%) |2 8 7
(30.4%) | (31.0%) | (31.9%)

Wastepape | 128,748 | 388,542 | 1,071,96 | 1,518,45 | 3,342,12 | 4,94532 | 5,391,30
r (34.9%) | (54.4%) |4 9 1 3 6
(53.3%) | (54.5%) |(69.6%) | (69.0%) | (68.1%)

The domestic pulp mills supplied only 22.7 percent of total pulp requirement in the
Korean paper industry in 1997. Pulp imported from overseas in 1997 was 1.981 million
tons, of which 1.798 tons was chemical pulp (FAO 1999). The source of pulp imported
includes USA, Canada, Indonesia, Brazil, Chile and New Zealand.

The Korean paper industry relies heavily on recycled paper for its raw materia supply.
Theratio of recycled paper inthe paper supply has grown from 35.1 percent in 1970 to 69.3
percent in 1997. The relative price again played a critical role in the substitution between
virgin pulp and recycled paper (Youn, 1988). The domestic supply of recycled paper
accounts about three quarters of the total requirement while the balance is imported. The
main source of recycled paper imports is United States, which accounted for more than 90
percent in 1995. Table 5 shows the structure of raw material markets for the Korean paper
industry.

The Korean paper industry has experienced extraordinary growth over the last four
decades. The production of paper and paperboard increased to 7.75 million tons in 1998
from 54,825 metric tons in 1960. The growth rate of paper and paperboard production in
ROK was 14 percent per year over the last four decades. The growth was based on the
population and economic growth of the nation, which experienced a rapid growth of
economy with doubled population over the last four decades.

3.Korean Forest Policy
Forest management policy

The social unrest during and just after the Second World War and the Korean War
caused the forest resources to be unregulated and over exploited. Thereafter, the forest
management policy in ROK has been focused on rehabilitation and reforestation of
damaged forest ecosystems coupled with tight protection measures. Since the early 1960s,
total planted area approaches about 4 million ha while about one half has failed to become
plantations.

Magor species planted include pine (Pinus koreansis, Pinus rigida), larch (Larix
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leptolepis), poplars (Populus euroamericana, Populus alba x grandulosa) , black locust
(Robinia pseudo-acacia), and chestnut (Castanea crenata). The hardwood species are fast
growing species planted for rehabilitation and fiber production while pine and larch are
planted for long term rotations. The coniferous species have been planted heavily except
during two periods, one prior to 1968 and one in the middle of the 1970s when fast growing
species were given higher priority.

The government has been the key player in forestry investment in ROK. It provides
subsidies to forest owners for planting trees and improvement of forest stands. The
rationale for providing subsidies to forestry activities is mainly based on the public benefits
of forestry to the society in general. Activities in forestry which are eligible for subsidy
include tree plating, pruning, thinning, and construction of forest roads and recreational
facilities within forested areas. The income of forestry is specialy treated in tax law such
that forestry income can be deferred until harvest time.

The road building in forested areas started in the 1980s as a strategic measure for
improving the forest management environment. The forest road density has increased from
nearly nil in 1980 to 1.9m per ha. The national forests have 2.5m of forest roads per ha
while non-national forests have 1.7m per ha on average. The nationa government has a
plan of lengthening forest roads until the density reaches 10 m per ha by 2030.

Timber harvesting have been strictly regulated by the authorities according to forest
and environmental laws in ROK. Every forest has been managed based on a forest
management plan, which is approved by the authorities. From this year, due to the new
government’s policy of freeing the governmental regulations in business, the forest
management plan becomes not mandatory but optional. It is expected to see more timber
harvesting sites near roads from next year. Since the public interests in environmental
functions of forests are increasing, the conflicts between timber-oriented forestry sector and
environmental conservationists could appear more often in the future.

Forest industry policy

The Korean forest industries largely rely on the forest resources overseas as the
domestic forest resources are at the early stage of development. The logging industries are
composed of small harvesters who operate only seasonally during the autumn and winter.
They do not have a coordinated channel to express their views to the forest policy decision
making of government while there is a growing citizen's movement against logging in the
natural forests near urban areas and scenic view points. However, thinning of planted
stands is promoted both by the government and non-government al organizations.

Most of Korean saw mills process mainly imported logs while some small ones located
near forest areas process domestic logs. The saw malls processing domestic logs receive
more policy attention than those processing imported logs. There is a growing demand for
wooden housing though the magnitude is still limited.

The international competitiveness of the Korean plywood industry has eroded since
early 1980s. The major factor affecting the competitiveness of the Korean plywood
industry is the cost of raw materia supply. The log producing countries’ policies, which
restrict log export and promote production of plywood domestically, and international
environmental politics against tropical deforestation have raised the price of tropical
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Table 6. Trend in forest recreation in ROK

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Number of | 4 8 14 21 31 37 52 53
recreational
forests
Number of | 44 624 815 1,025 1,170 1,461 2,079 2,471
visitors
(1000 persons)

Source : Forestry Research Institute

hardwood logs. The Korean government has been supporting the plywood industry to
substitute tropical hardwood with softwood logs for their raw material supply. In 1999,
Korean plywood manufacturers supplied about 40 percent of plywood raw materials with
softwood logs, which were nearly nil until late 1980s.

The environmental policy has become more concerned of reducing wastes and
recycling resources since the UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED)
in 1992. The use of wooden chopsticks in the restaurants was condemned while recycled
paper was collected more for re-use in paper-making.

The timber or forest certification is not yet discussed in the public while only academia
investigates the implication on the forest —based industries if it is introduced.

As income and leisure time become larger, the number of visitors to forested areas is
increasing. There are 20 national parks and 67 recreational forests, which are major
destinations of forest recreationists. The number of visitors to national parks saw its peak in
the early 1990s while visitors to recreation forests are growing continuously. Table 6 shows
the trends of forest recreation in Korea. The government provides subsidies to forest
owners who develop a recreational forest in order to internalize the social benefits of forest
recreation. In the recent years there are growing numbers of people participating in ecotour
trips involving forest aress.

The government holds the production of non-wood forest products, such as mushroom and
chestnuts at as high priority of its forest policy since local forest villagers can make
earnings out of forests from these non-wood products. The production of bed-logs for
mushrooms is promoted while the pest control for chestnut plantations is given high

priority.
Timber trade policy

Since joining the World Trade Organization, the ROK government has been reducing trade
barriers. The tariff rates of forest products imported have been declining as shown in Table
7. Asaresult of the reduction of tariffs, alarge part of Korean forest products markets have
been captured by foreign suppliers. The case of plywood market is one of the most well
known examples.

The government has shown its interests in supporting forest related industries which can
utilize domestic forest resources. The forestry associations are usually given priority as
recipients of governmental financia support.

48




Table 7. Tariff rates of wood products imported into ROK over the last two decades

(Unit : %)
[tem 1980 | 1988 | 1989 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993-97 | 1998 | 1999
Log
(excl. tropical logs) >10 15 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Tropical logs 520 |5 15 |15 |2 2 2 1 1
Sawnwood 20-30 | 20 10 10 9 7 5 5 5
Veneer 30 20 10 10 9 7 5 5 5
Processed wood 0 |20 [15 |13 |12 |9 |8 8 |8
(excl. plywood)
Plywood 30 20 20 15 11 9 8 8 2
Pulp 10 5 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Recovered paper 10 5 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Paper and
paperboard 20-40 | 20 15 13 11 9 8 8 8

Source: Customs Office (ROK). Tariff schedules of Korea 1980, 1988, 1989, 1998, 1999.
4.0verview of Korean Timber Market

The magor end-users of timber in Korea are construction and furniture industries.
Therefore, the level of demand for timber is heavily influenced by the performance of these
sectors. In recent times the demand for composite wood-based panels such as medium
density fiberboard has increased due to the development of new applications of these
products in construction and furniture manufacturing. Since 1990 the demand for timber
has increased steadily until 1997 when the Korean economy crumbled.

According to the official forestry statistics of the Korean government, the consumption
of timber products has grown from 22,275,000 cubic meters in roundwood equivalent
measure to 27,404,000 cubic meters in 1996. The number decreased a little bit to
26,452,000 cubic metersin 1997. (see Figure 4) Thisis equivalent to a growth rate of 3.9
percent per year for the 1992-97 period. On the other hand, the domestic production of
timber has not increased for the same period, remaining at the level of about 1.1 million
cubic meters per year. Thus the self-sufficiency in timber products has been declining from
6 percent in 1992 to 4 percent in 1996 and 1997. This means that the Korean timber market
is dominated by imported timber and heavily influenced by conditions in international
timber markets.
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Table 8. Timber consumption and supply by category 1992-1997 (unit: thousand nT)

Category 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Zr‘]’ta' consumptl| 55 575 | 26648 | 24178 | 25325 | 27404 | 26452

As logs 9,182 8,832 8,883 9,284 9,225 9,328

Domestic logs 1,123 1,184 1,173 1,055 1,195 1,062

Imported logs 8,861 7,648 7,710 8,229 8,030 8,266

Imported proces

sed timber 12,138 15,816 15,295 16,041 18,179 17,124

Self-sufficiency

n timber (o | 812 5(13) 5(13) 4(12) 4(13) 4(12)

Note: the figure in parenthesis is self-sufficiency in roundwood.
Source : Forestry Administration.

As of 1995, the total amount of domestic timber consumed was 1,335,000 cubic meters.
(Note that there is a discrepancy between the amount produced and amount consumed of
domestic timber: The figure in consumption was calculated from the statistics of timber-
based products while the statistics of domestic timber production is the one reported by the
government). The largest amount of domestic timber (29.2 percent) was used for pulp,
followed by construction (25.0 percent), chips for wood-based panels (13.8 percent),
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Figure 5. The trend of timber consumption (roundwood equivalent)
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Table 9. Trend of Korean log imports by source

(Unit: thous

and nT)
1070 | 1975 | 1980 | 1985 | 1990 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997
Sub-total | 2,852 | 4.661 | 4486 | 3.228 | 3.483 | 1.656 | 1.302 | 1028
Philippines | 888 264 82 67 - - - -
Hardwood | Malaysa | 1487 | 1,628 | 2474 | 2,308 | 2,912 | 656 | 495 | 376
PNG i i 133|841 |571 |997 |802 |650
Indonesia 477 2,769 | 1,817 | 12 - 3 5 2
Sub-tota | 303|458 | 1.655 | 2.350 | 4550 | 6,573 | 6.728 | 7.238
USA 236 | 448 | 1,043 | 1494 | 2971 | 803 | 794 | 754
ftwood
Softwoo g'e"" Zedan| g | 185 |99 | 1200 | 3003 | 3225 | 3417
Others 11 |10 427 | 757 |541 | 2767 | 2700 | 3.067
Total 3155 | 5119 | 6,141 | 5578 | 8,285 | 8,229 | 8,030 | 8.266

Source; Customs Administration

mushroom bed-logs (12.0 percent), and pit-props (9.7 percent), in descending order.
Among these end-use sectors, only the construction sector consumes sawlogs while the
others use pulp logs. In the case of imported timber, out of the total amount consumed
(14,697,000 cubic meters in roundwood equivalent volume in 1995), the construction
sector consumed the largest amount (62.5 percent), followed by furniture manufacturers
(21.9 percent), and packaging (5.8 percent). One of noticeable trends in timber
consumption in Korea is that the share of processed wood is increasing in the consumption
of wood by the construction sector.

In the five years since 1992, the trend emerged of restrictions against the timber
production in major timber producing countries. This was echoed by a new trend in Korean
timber importation; that is, import of tropical roundwood has been declining while that of
processed tropica wood and softwood logs is increasing. The import of roundwood has
been declining while that of processed wood is increasing as shown in Table 9. Especialy,
the import of sawnwood is increasing at a rapid rate reflecting the declining international
competitiveness of Korean sawmill industry.

The reasons for declining import of tropical hardwood logs are also similar to the case
of sawlogs. The Korean plywood industry has substituted a part of its traditional raw
material - tropical hardwood logs with softwood logs imported as a reaction to the
uncertain supply potential of tropical hardwood logs due to international environmental
pressures. Among the imported tropical hardwood logs, two species of Malas and Kerueing
constitute more than 60 percent while in the case of softwood logs radiata pine from New
Zedand and Chile constitute 58.5 percent in 1995.
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5.Prospects of Forest Resourcesand Timber Tradein Korea

Korea is a net timber importer due to its low productivity of forestlands and the
distribution of forest stands skewed toward its younger generations, even though 65 percent
of her land is covered with forests. It is very important that the country pays its attention to
any changes in international timber markets in order to be responsive to the changes.

A mode was used to predict the future demand and supply of roundwood in ROK
based on the scenario explained earlier. The result of scenario simulation shows that the
consumption of coniferous roundwood will grow from 4,198,000 cubic meters in 1995 to
5,975,000 in 2010 and 6,656,000 in 2015. The consumption of non-coniferous roundwood
is predicted to increase dightly from 4063 cubic meters in 1995 to 4113 cubic meters in
2010, and 4213 cubic meters in 2015. The domestic production of roundwood is expected
to increase steadily, mostly from coniferous forests, even though the absolute amount is not
much.

The emergence of global environmental problems has been affecting forest policies of
major timber countries such as the United States of America and Indonesia. Such changes
in forest policies have been affecting the production and trade of forest products. One such
change is the restriction of logging in the national and state-owned forests in the Pacific
North West of the U.S. The pressure of environmentalists who wanted the protection of old
growth forests resulted in apolicy change to protect forests for biodiversity conservation.
Changes in a national forest policy can affect the prices of internationa forest products
markets. Since Korean forest product markets are to a large extent open to the international
suppliers, the demand and supply of timber in Korea will be directly affected by changesin
international environmental or forest policies.
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FOREST CONSERVATION MOVEMENTSIN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Since the middle of 1980s, there hasbeen growing interest in environmental protection
among people in Korea. There are a few organizations newly established for nature and
forest conservation. Forest for Life, Forest for Peace and Northeast Forest Forum are
included among them. These new organizations with specific goals of forest conservation
are gaining popularity among urban people while Forestry Associations are familiar among
rural residents.

1.Forest for Life Movement

The Forest for Life movement in Korea started at the end of 1997 when the financial
crisis hit the South Korean economy and many people were laid off. The movement has a
two-pronged mission: one is the creation of jobs for unemployed people and the other is to
foster the thinning of man-made forests, which are densely planted. The movement has
been successful to draw public support for the forest tending work. The national and local
governments have been very interested in funding the forest thinning operations and hiring
more forest workers. The movement has created about 20,000 new jobs for the unemployed.
The rationale for forest thinning is based on two objectives of the movement: economic and
ecological. The economic rationale is to create new jobs and to increase the land
productivity of forestry while the ecological rationa is to enrich the biodiversity of man-
made forests. The second rationale was once challenged by ecologists who worry about the
effects of tending urban forests. The ecologists criticism has made the forest tending
operations more sensitive to the site conditions.

There are about 20,000 members participating in the Forest for Life movement.
Among them are people from many walks of life including business, mass media, politics,
and academia. The mission, goals and major areas of activities are described below:

Missons and Aims
® Promote the conservation of the natural environment not only of our nation
but the globa village through caring for the forests.
® Contribute to the nation's economic development by concentrating the potent
ia of the citizens in the activities related to caring for the forests.
® Regain the old tradition and culture of harmony between humanity and natu
re, and nature respect by promoting the love of forests.

Major Goals

® Increase by 3 times the growing stock volume: from current 50nm/ha to ove
r 150n7t/ha to reach an advanced forest country level.

® Supply clean and clean water: from current 18 billion ton to over 24 hillion
ton a year. Increase intangible value of forests to over 60 trillion won a 'y
ear (annual increment of 3 trillion won)

® Substitute imported forest products for the domestic to attain self-supply of
over US$3 billion forest products so that so much foreign reserve could be
saved:
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Provide employment opportunities:

Increase the awareness and expand the membership (by 2000):
Supporters. three million persons

Sponsors. one million persons

Return and settle in rural areas: 30,000 persons

Major Activities Members Can Participate in

® Experiencing Forestry Activities in Demonstration Forests

® Volunteer Activities by University Students

® Camps for Forestry Experience

® Monitoring Public funding forestry Projects and Publicizing Case Studies
[ Pollcy Development and Related Activities

Develop and Recommend Policy alternatives

- React to International Agreements

- Participating World Forestry Congress
Researches and Symposiums

[ Educat|on and Cultural Activities

- Proposing forestry visions, enlightenment, promotion, training professi
onals

- Promoting Forest Culture Studies and Publication

- Operating homepages on Internet

- Planning and organizing events and activities

- School Forest Project

2.Northeast Forest Forum
The Mission and status of the organization

The Northeast Asian Forest Forum (NEAFF) is established for the promotion of the
environmentally sound and sustainable management of forest ecosystems in the northeast
Asian region by strengthening the networks among the countries concerned. China, Japan,
Mongolia, Peoples Democratic Republic of Korea, Republic of Korea, and Russia Far East
are included in the potential membership of the Forum. Currently the Republic of Korea
chapter is fully established and the others are invited to join the Forum and to establish
their own country s chapter.

Major areas of activity

Research on forest conservation

International seminars and workshops on sustainable forest management
Publication of international journal on forest science

Exchange of experts and information among the participating countries
Environmental education for forest conservation

Cooperative projects for forest conservation in the region
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® Fund raising for the above programs (this is pursued in cooperation with the Fo
rest for Peace Fund Raising Foundation)

® Contributions to international forest policy formulation for globa environmental
conservation

Major areas of international cooperation

® Reforestation and afforestation

- Support the Agricultural Rehabilitation and Environmental Protection (AREP) pr
oject proposed by UNDP/FAO and DPRK government financially and technical
ly.

- Formulate a start-up research project with support from UNDP on the restorati
on of forest ecosystem in DPRK and afforestation of deserted lands in China
and Mongolia

® Promotion of dialogues and environmental education for sustainable developmen
t of the regiona forest resources

- Promote dialogues among participating members on international forest issues

- Organizing international workshops and conference on forest conservation and e
nvironmental education.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

The changes in North American forest policy for biodiversity conservation reduced the
supply of coniferous logs to the international market and it induced an increase in
international coniferous log prices. The consumers in Korean log markets changed their
source of log import form North America to New Zealand and Chile subsequently. The
consumption of timber in Korea will continue to rise, while the domestic production of logs
will likely increase dlightly. Therefore, the supply of timber from foreign countries will
continue to be important for Korea.

The import of tropical hardwood timber has been also affected by international
environmental policy, which stressed the conservation of tropical forests. The conservation
of tropical forests reduced the supply of tropical timber, raising the price. The relative (to
that of softwood) price of tropical timber effectively reduced the demand of tropical timber
in Korea and induced the increase of demand for softwood. The higher relative price of
hardwood, which is consider to be the case in the coming decades, implies that the long-
term forestry investment should be changed from the present softwood-oriented one to one
for hardwood production, at least in Korean situation.

There is a growing interest in forest conservation among Korean people, albeit their
interests are mainly focused on the domestic forest issues. The non-governmental
organizations such as Forest for Life and Northeast Asian Forest Forum are good examples
of this trend. Peopl€e's participation will play a greater role in forest conservation in Korea
in the future.
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