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Background of East Asia Workshop on
Education for Sustainable Consumption and Promoting Sustainable Lifestyles
in China, Japan and Republic of Korea

The goal of this workshop is to advance the quality and increase the implementation of Education for
Sustainable Consumption in East Asia. Education for Sustainable Consumption (ESC) supports the transition
towards a low carbon society through the realization of sustainable consumption patterns by directly
influencing consumer choice and behaviour. ESC is addressed as a sub-topic of Sustainable Consumption and
Production (SCP) which is receiving attention at the international level from the United Nations Commission
for Sustainable Development and the Marrakech Process which will establish a 10-Year Framework of
Programmes (10YFP) on SCP as the outcome of the CSD 19 meeting in 2011. Regional work is also occurring in
Asia and includes activities undertaken by the Asia-Pacific Roundtable on SCP and UN-ESCAP’s Green Growth
initiative.

East Asia has a particular significance in SCP when we consider the countries’ rapidly increasing energy
consumption and CO, emissions in this region. In particular, three countries i.e. China, Japan and Republic of
Korea consist of a leading group in the East Asia which critically impacts incidental environmental problems
due to either the rapid economic developmental growth or its advanced economy status. These three
countries have initiated close political cooperation as shown in a series of recent round table meetings to
address SCP at a regional level together.

Despite a growing international consensus on the importance of SCP, efforts on the promotion of sustainable
consumption and ESC are still limited globally. In the Asia-Pacific region, policy efforts on sustainable
production are now improving and regularly applied, but sustainable consumption remains unaddressed
across much of the region. Governments are limited in their efforts to promote sustainable consumption by a
lack of capacity and understanding on how best to influence consumer behaviour and effectively implement
ESC. This workshop aims to highlight and strengthen governmental capacity, policy and strategies for
promoting sustainable consumption, influencing consumer behaviour and implementing Education for
Sustainable Consumption in China, Japan and Republic of Korea.

The promotion of sustainable consumption and responsible lifestyles is major social challenge as we consider
how societies can transition to greener, low-carbon models. Governments, both national and local, have a
significant potential for influencing consumer choice through the promotion and implementation of ESC by:

e Providing an understanding of the environmental imperative;

e Empowering individuals to be actors in protecting the environment;

e Explaining the importance of sustainable consumption within this imperative;

e Developing a supportive social infrastructure for sustainable consumption practices.

This potential can be better capitalized on through the increased capacity of governments to plan and
implement effective ESC. There is a need to develop effective governmental mechanisms to advance
sustainable consumption practices; to secure strong ESC leadership from policy-decision makers; and to
promote political dialogues that encourage regional cooperation and good practice



It therefore would be a great opportunity when we bring ESC policy decision-makers, practitioners and
researchers together from China, Japan and Republic of Korea, based on the rationales explained above. From
the workshop, we can gain deeper understanding of sustainable consumption, especially about how
governments play their critical role in consumer education. We also expect that this workshop can contribute
to narrowing down the gap between policy and its actual implementation for education for sustainable
consumption to lead towards a low-carbon and sustainable society.

Workshop Aims
The major aims of the regional workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption in East Asia are:

e Reporting current status of Education for Sustainable Consumption in each country;

o Identifying the key aspects of the current governmental context for promoting sustainable
consumption and consumer awareness raising and highlighting relevant policies on SCP generally
and ESC specifically from each country;

e Providing an opportunity to bring together both ESC responsible policy-decision makers from
governments and ESC experts from NGOs, universities and institutes in one place to exchange
productive dialogues to narrow the gap between the two arenas, and;

e Supporting future ESC policies and effective implementation by: 1) identifying the current strengths
and weaknesses in existing ESC knowledge held by relevant policy decision-makers; 2) identifying
opportunities for better policy integration between wider SCP policies and specific ESC initiatives,
and; 3) developing strategies for improving the current approach to promoting sustainable
consumption.

Expected Outcomes of the Workshop

From the workshop, we are expecting to:

e Report current status of Education for Sustainable Consumption in China, Japan, and Republic of
Korea;

e Provide an opportunity which contributes to developing practical policies which link policy decision-
makers and practitioners/researchers to enable them to implement efficient ESC together, especially
regarding consumer education;

e Support future ESC policies and implementation, especially regarding government roles for public
education in the East Asian countries and other countries with similar economic, political and
cultural conditions.

Targeted Invitees of the Workshop

The invitees of the regional workshop from three selected countries — China, Japan and Republic of Korea are:
e Governmental officers responsible for Education for Sustainable Consumption policy at a national
level;
e Practitioners who have been implementing Education for Sustainable Consumption, especially
targeting public/consumers in actual fields, and;
e Experts in ESC including university researchers and institutes at a national/international level.

Date
5-6 December, 2010

Location & Venue
Beijing Normal University — Beijing, P.R. China



Key Message of East Asia Workshop on
Education for Sustainable Consumption and Promoting Sustainable Lifestyles

in China, Japan and Republic of Korea
5-6 December 2010, Beijing Normal University — Beijing, China

In early December 2010, over forty participants met for a two day workshop on Education for Sustainable
Consumption (ESC) in China, Japan and Republic of Korea. The workshop was organized in cooperation
between the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) in Japan, the Environmental Education Center
at Beijing Normal University (EEC-BNU), and the Center for Environmental Education and Communication under
the Ministry of Environmental Protection China (CEEC-MEP). The participants included relevant government
officers, practitioners and civil society members, and experts in ESC from research universities and
international organizations including UNESCO and UNEP. The workshop allowed the opportunity to investigate
the current status of ESC in each country, to address the current policies and strategies of the three countries’
governments for promoting sustainable consumption, and to exchange productive dialogues on how best to
strengthen the implementation of ESC in East Asia. It was recognized that it is necessary to increase the
capacity of governments to plan and implement effective ESC, and several recommendations were formulated
on how best to achieve this.

The recommendations included:

1) Identifying clear policy mechanisms and strategies for promoting sustainable consumption and
influencing consumer behaviour. ESC should be integrated with policy efforts on both Sustainable
Consumption & Production (SCP) and Education for Sustainable Development (ESD).

2) Utilize existing frameworks on Environmental Education (EE) and Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) in each country to implement ESC.

3) Capacity building for government officers to effectively promote ESC.

4) Develop pilot projects under which effective implementation of ESC can be experimented with and
tested prior to national implementation.

5) Strengthen linkages between national policies and local level implementation and also between top-
down and bottom-up approaches. Better linkages between government and civil society can also help
to achieve these linkages.

6) The promotion of sustainable consumption and sustainable lifestyles in East Asia should establish a
strong connection with traditional cultural values as the countries already have good examples of
sustainable livelihood practices and community practice rooted in traditional cultural values.

7) Engage more directly with citizens’ needs and concerns especially related to well-being and quality-of-
life, as a connection with sustainable consumption can move concerns from an individual dimension to
a social dimension.

The workshop participants also recognized the importance of continued cooperation at both the tripartite,
regional and international levels. With this in mind several opportunities for cooperation on ESC were
identified: the CSD 19 meeting & development of a 10 Year Framework of Programs on SCP, the Partnership for
Education and Research on Responsible Living (PERL) & its recently formed Asia-Pacific Regional PERL Network,
the Asia-Pacific Roundtable on SCP. Finally, the participants also identified a strong opportunity for future three
country cooperation on ESC initiatives which could be incorporated into the action plan of the Tripartite
Environmental Ministers Meeting (TEMM).
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OPENING REMARKS BY MR. DINGDING TANG,

Director of Sino-Japan Friendship Centre for Environmental Protection — Environmental
Development Center of Ministry of Environmental Protection, China

at the East Asia Workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption

Distinguished guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am very pleased to participate in the East Asia Workshop on Education for Sustainable
Consumption in China, Japan and Republic of Korea. | am also very glad to see experts and
researchers from international organizations, and three countries get together to discuss
about the issue of sustainable consumption from the view of education. | would like to take
this opportunity, on behalf of the Sino-Japan Environmental Protection Center and in my

own name, to express warm congratulations to this meeting.

Great economic achievements have been achieved in China over a short period, but the
economic structure continues to promote a mode of extensive economic growth that is not
reasonable for the achievement of an ecological civilization or a circular economy. High
consumption of energy and resources and the deterioration of the ecological environment

have become the primary bottlenecks and obstacles to achieving sustainable development.

The active participation of Government, enterprises, consumers and social communities is
urgently needed in implementing sustainable consumption. Establishing a model of
sustainable production and consumption, reshaping the industrial structure of energy and
resource conservation and environmental protection, and developing a mode for
sustainable growth and consumption patterns are all basic tasks in constructing an
environmental friendly society. Government is one of the largest purchasing groups in our
society. By implementing policies that give priority to the purchase of green products,
government can guide enterprises to produce environmentally friendly products. It is also a
model of behavior that can guide the public on sustainable consumption through the

demonstration of best practice.

In this workshop, experts and researchers from UNEP, UNESCO, IGES, China, Japan and
Korea will exchange successful experiences in sustainable consumption in each country and

explore best ways to promote education for sustainable consumption together.



We believe that with the efforts of international organizations, governmental authorities,
producers, consumers, education departments, media and various communities, concepts
of sustainable consumption for consumers will be strengthened continuously by promoting
education for sustainable consumption step by step. At the same time, the work carried out
in sustainable production will also directly benefit the consumer practice of the concept of
sustainable consumption. Governmental authorities can play an important role for
advancing these practices through improved integration of policy efforts on sustainable
production and consumption and on education for sustainable consumption. This will play a

positive role in achieving socio-economic sustainable development.

To conclude, | wish this workshop a complete success, and you a pleasant stay in Beijing.

Thank you!



OPENING REMARKS BY PROF. ZUOYU ZHOU,

Dean, Faculty of Education — Beijing Normal University

at the East Asia Workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption

Ladies and Gentleman, and distinguished guests, good morning!

On the occasion of “East Asia workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption in China,
Japan and Republic of Korea”, | am honored on behalf of the Faculty of Education, Beijing
Normal University to congratulate this workshop to open smoothly and to make important

contributions to this field of study!

At present, the consumption problem is already a vital issue that affects the progress of
global sustainable development. After the Johannesburg’s World Summit on Sustainable
Development, UNEP and UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs initiated the

Marrakech Process to promote sustainable consumption and production worldwide.

In China, “to promote energy-saving and emission reduction, to build a resource-saving,
environmentally friendly and low-carbon society” is currently a pressing national mission

especially after the Copenhagen Conference.

In the direction to shift consumption to sustainable development, the importance of
education is regularly highlighted. Education is the important mechanism to solve present
patterns of unsustainable consumption. Consumption concerns the life style. Sustainable
consumption means a transformation of life style, and this can greatly affect social
production practices and the relevant policy formulation. Therefore, sustainable
consumption requires the cooperation of the government, enterprises, schools, the media
and from all walks of life within society, to strengthen the awareness of sustainable
consumption by the consumers, to advance reform of consumption altogether, and finally

to impel the entire society to shift towards sustainable development.

In the development path of the global economy, education for sustainable consumption
should be developed not only at a national level but also at the regional level as well as the
global level for common action. The realization of sustainable consumption requires the
establishment of a series of guarantee mechanisms including market controls, production,
rewards and punishment, information provision and education mechanisms. The education
and information provision mechanisms need to deepen sustainable consumption from the
level of awareness and knowledge towards the promotion of conscious actions by

consumers. Higher education is the important social institution to produce high-level



talented professionals of society who have the responsibility and ability to play a significant

role. Universities also play a very important role in training for sustainable development
knowledge and skills,

Best wishes for the workshop to achieve great success! | wish the CEEC, Ministry of

Environment Protection and IGES, in collaboration with EEC-BNU strengthen their mutual
cooperation.

Thank you for your kind attention.



OPENING REMARKS BY DR. MEE YOUNG CHOI,

Programme Specialist in Education/Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Team
Leader — UNESCO Office, Jakarta

at the East Asia Workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption

Distinguished guests and all participants, ladies and gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to be with you this morning at the opening of the East Asia
Workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption (ESC)!

Very good morning to all of you! Nin Hao, Ahn-Nyeong Hah-Seh-Yo, Konichiwa!

I would like to express my great appreciation to all key speakers, Mr. Tang Dingding from the

Ministry of Environmental Protection and Prof. Zhou Zuoyu from Beijing Normal University.

Especially, my heartfelt thanks goes to Dr. Qing Tian at Environmental Education Center at
Beijing Normal University and Dr. Robert Didham and Mr. Simon Olsen from Institute for
Global Environmental Strategies in Japan. | understood that these two cooperative
counterparts have made great efforts on preparing this workshop today. | deeply appreciate
them to provide us a valuable opportunity for a two-day workshop with the specific focus

on Education for Sustainable Consumption (ESC).

When we consider the significance of ESC to build a Low-Carbon Society, this workshop will
be a precious opportunity not only to all participants who are specialists in this field but
also to UNESCO. Since UNESCO were designated in 2003 for as the lead agency in the
promotion of the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) 2005-2014, we
have given hard efforts on DESD to integrate the principles, values, and practices of
sustainable development into all aspects of education and learning, in order to address the
social, economic, cultural and environmental problems we face in the 21st century.

There are eight priorities of UN DESD within education parameters such as gender equality,
health promotion, peace and human society, environment, rural development, sustainable
urbanization, sustainable consumption, and cultural diversity. In comparison with
achievements in other priority areas over the last five years, there is a lack of evidence of
clear political and implementation achievements in the priority of sustainable consumption,

though we are already now half way through the UN DESD.



On behalf of UNESCO Jakarta Office and Mr. Min Bista at UNESCO Beijing Office, | want to
express our strong supports on the IGES role in achieving outcomes from this special
workshop. In particular, | have high expectations for this workshop towards its outcomes
and agreements when | consider the significance of the mutual environmental impacts
caused by the adjacent geographic condition & economic relationship amongst three
countries i.e. China, Japan and Republic of Korea which clearly shows the importance of this
workshop today. As a foundational milestone of international ESC cooperation amongst
these three countries, | sincerely wish this workshop provides an opportunity to participants
to identify the priorities in ESC for its achievement. The UN DESD is a framework for
partnership and collaboration, bringing together a great diversity of interests and concerns.
It is an instrument of mobilization and advocacy, through which governments, international
organizations, civil society, the private sector and local communities around the world can
demonstrate their practical commitment to learning to live sustainably. Within this vision,
the three countries’ cooperation and mutual-supports on ESC would be critical in successful

implementation.
Finally, | would like to express my hope that this workshop meets its goals and produces
concrete outcomes. Once again, | would like to convey my heartfelt appreciation to

everyone today for your attendance and participation in this workshop.

Thank you.



WELCOME REMARKS — INTRODUCTION OF THE WORKSHOP

Dr. Robert J. Didham, Education Policy Specialist,

Institute for Global Environmental Strategies

My distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies, | would like to express my
sincere appreciation to all the attendees today for taking the time to come to this East Asia
Workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption. | am sure that this workshop will
provide us a valuable opportunity to share ideas and experiences about ESC and promoting
sustainable lifestyles in East Asia and globally as an important mechanism for building a
sustainable low-carbon society, especially amongst the three countries: China, Japan and
the Republic of Korea.

| also would like to express my deep thanks to the key speakers, Mr. Tang Dingding, from
Ministry of Environmental Protection of China, Prof. Zuoyu Zhou from Beijing Normal
University, and Dr. Mee Young Choi from UNESCO for taking the time from their busy

schedules to provide their opening remarks and support for the success of this workshop.

| would especially like to express my sincerest gratitude to Dr. Tian Qing of the
Environmental Education Center at Beijing Normal University and Ms. Song Xuhong & Ms.
Zhang Qinghong of the Center for Environmental Education and Communication at the
Ministry of Environmental Protection. This is the third year in which IGES, BNU and MEP
have collaborated to organize these valuable workshops on Education for Sustainable
Development and Sustainable Consumption. It is due to this cooperation that we are able to
make this workshop a success.

In May 2011, the UN Commission for Sustainable Development will discuss the activities
that have taken place under the Marrakech Process and work towards a “Global Framework
for Action on Sustainable Consumption and Production”, the so-called 10-Year Framework
of Programs on SCP. Both Education for Sustainable Consumption and Sustainable Lifestyles
have been highlighted as important areas under the Marrakech Process. Nevertheless, there
remains a critical lack of knowledge, experiences and research evidence on how to
implement effective ESC and how to integrate this with wider policies for both SCP and ESD.
In this light, today’s workshop on ESC and promoting sustainable lifestyles in China, Japan
and Korea can have a valuable significance by producing tangible outcomes and

recommendations to contribute to ESC policy and implementation.



Objectives and Scopes

The goal of this workshop is to advance the quality and increase the implementation of
Education for Sustainable Consumption in East Asia for the purpose of supporting the
transition towards low carbon societies through the realization of sustainable consumption

patterns by directly influencing consumer choice and behaviour.

Today’s sessions will investigate the current policies and strategies for sustainable
consumption and production, education for sustainable development and education for
sustainable consumption. We will also have the opportunity to learn about several
innovative practices for ESC. This afternoon there will be presentations on country case
studies from China, Korea and Japan on the current capacity of governments to effectively
implement ESC. These case studies are being conducted by researchers from the three

countries as part of this year’s research component on ESC at IGES.

In the sessions tomorrow, we will investigate some of the policy opportunities for improving
ESC implementation. There will be an opportunity for all of the participants to reflect on
and discuss the workshop’s aim of supporting future ESC policies and effective
implementation through three main aspects. First, by assessing the current strengths and
weaknesses in existing ESC strategies and policies. Second, by identifying priority actions for
ESC and developing strategies for improving the current approach to promoting sustainable
consumption. Third, by considering opportunities for better policy integration between
wider SCP and ESD policies, and also by identifying opportunities to strengthen regional

cooperation on Education for Sustainable Consumption.

Again, | would like to acknowledge all of the distinguished guests and participants of today’s
workshop on ESC. | hope that you will find the presentations and activities over the next day

and half valuable and rewarding.

Thank you for your attention.






Session 1 - Summary of Dialogues
International and Regional Strategies and Policies on Education for
Sustainable Consumption

Chairman: Dr. Yu Huang — Environmental Education Center, Beijing Normal University

International Strategies on Sustainable Consumption and Production and the
significance of education
Presentation: UNEP — Beijing, Dr. Jiang Nanjing

Sustainable Consumption and Production policies in China
Presentation: Environmental Certification Center, MEP, Ms. Zhang Xiaodan

Education for Sustainable Consumption: Strategies and Policies for the Asia-Pacific
Region
Presentation: UNESCO-Jakarta, Dr. Mee Young Choi

The first presentation was made by Dr. Jiang Nanjing, who is with UNEP in Beijing. She gave
a presentation entitled International Strategies on Sustainable Consumption and
Production (the Marrakech Process) and the significance of education. In her presentation
she focused on the efforts being made by UNEP under the Marrakech Process on
Sustainable Consumption and Production. She explained the specific activities undertaken
by the Taskforce on Sustainable Lifestyles and explained that the main objective was to
deliver more information on sustainable lifestyles. She summarized that the government
had already made good progress, in response to pressure from sustainable lifestyle groups
(including free bus-rides for over 65 aged). The taskforce also develops support structures,
promotes good practices, and celebrates successes. Dr. Jiang also shared information on
UNEP’s work with the Marrakech Process, including research on the limitations of using GDP
as benchmark for progress as well as information on product lifecycles and the need to
increasingly engage with the business sector as well. She concluded her presentation by
making a valuable point on the need to engage with the current generation of children and
youth, since this is an age group that are already making headways on their own also
towards sustainable lifestyles, examples here included social innovation and the youth-
exchange initiative.

The second presentation of the session came from Ms. Zhang Xiaodan of the Environmental
Certification Center of the Ministry of Environmental Protection, China. She gave
information on China’s product eco-labelling and green public procurement programs. This
included an explanation of China’s development priorities with regards to sustainable
consumption. Following that, she conveyed that the Chinese government is emphasizing to
the public to opt for green consumerism, aiming at growth towards a moderately
prosperous society. She also mentioned the challenges in readjusting consumption patterns
as they occur rather naturally in tandem with economic growth and the increase in per
capita GDP. She shared that China’s eco-labeling has developed and improved under MEP in

10



the long term and is now including information about larger environmental impacts of the
products. Ms. Zhang concluded her presentation by emphasizing China’s governmental
support of the green sector through green procurement.

The session was followed by Q and A. One participant wished to know if the CEC eco-label
logo was used as both a sign of product quality and also to signify environmental quality as
well as safety? This was confirmed. Another participant remarked that the achievements of
public procurement were remarkably fast and high in China, and wondered what the details
behind such success would be. In response, Ms. Zhang explained that this programme was
still new and the government promoted it strongly to companies. In terms of accountability
and information sharing more information was available online.

The session then continued with a presentation by Dr. Meeyoung Choi, Team Leader of
Education for Sustainable Development at UNESCO, who gave her Presentation on
Education for Sustainable Consumption: Strategies and Policies for the Asia-Pacific Region.
She summarized that there is currently no clear policies and strategies for ESC in Asia and
the Pacific but that the wider framework on education for sustainable development creates
a direction and approach that can be replicated. She then gave an overview of information
on UN agencies’ initiatives for ESC that touched upon the redefinition of human needs and
desires as well as questions regarding what to expect from ESC? Proposed answers included
critical awareness, eco-responsibility, social responsibility, action and involvement, global
solidarity and others. She stated that ESC helps people develop their attitudes as well as
gave an overview of ESC priorities including gender, peace, security, water, disaster, rural
development, sustainable urbanization, cultural diversity. Among her findings were that
more attention needs to be put onto monitoring and evaluation in the ESC area, so that
progress can be measured and we can identify what works well and what does not. The
rising number of middle class gives need for more focus on consumption sustainability.
Poverty issues however, must also be addressed simultaneously. Establishing mechanisms
for national policy and strategy on ESC was therefore a priority. She concluded by stating
that when we research and analyze progress we should also find the right entry points to
development of policy and strategy. The UN way is one, where information is currently
being collected and then communicated to decision makers.

The Q and A included questions about strategy for cross-country cooperation for those
countries which are in special focus of UNESCO Jakarta Office. Dr. Choi responded that,
given the countries’ unique developmental and political backgrounds, strategies would have
to be tailor made for optimum fit as well, but also allow the countries to bring policy
decision makers, researchers and facilitators together to discuss and agree on an action plan.
Other questions mounted to whether UNESCO’s Jakarta office would be cooperating with
Beijing office, to which Dr. Choi responded that most work would be separate since one
office would cover East Asia and the other one Southeast Asia. Shanrgi-La inquired whether

11



UNESCO could support them in organizing an ESC workshop, which was positively embraced.
Finally, it was commented that there seems to be a difference between developing country
government policy making that focuses on eco-labeling and production-side, whereas in the
developed world they are more focused on public awareness and changing behavior. It was
asked why do China, Korea and Japan focus more on policy? Would it not be more effective
for these countries to focus on changing behavior? Dr. Choi explained that countries in this
region predominantly have governments which have central administrations. In addition,
she pointed out that there are different roles between governments and academics.
Governments need to see clear outcomes and thus they want to do labeling first, the
behavioural change objective is not less important but a longer-term goal.

12
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Session 2 - Summary of Dialogues
Country Case Studies of the Governmental Capacity for implementing
effective Education for Sustainable Consumption

Chairman: Dr. Soon Young Bae — Korea Consumer Agency

Education for Sustainable Consumption —Ideas and Practices in Informal Education
Area (Beijing Case)

Presentation: Center for Environmental Education and Communications, MEP, Ms.
Yang Ke

China Case Study on Governmental Capacity for ESC Implementation
Presentation: Beijing Normal University, Dr. Tian Qing

Korea Case Study on Governmental Capacity for ESC Implementation
Presentation: Consumers Union of Koreq, Dr. So-Young Lee & Dr. Jung Hwa Kang

Ms. Yang Ke from the Center for Environmental Education and Communication-MEP and
Beijing CEEC gave an overview of local activities on ESD at Beijing CEEC and explained that it
is part of the Beijing Environmental Protection Bureau. Their work focuses on the modalities
of bringing SC from idea to action which involves support from several sectors of society
including policy, production, markets etc. She told that people have awareness and
information, but cannot implement and need enablers and encouragement. Practical
solutions are needed to make the vision of sustainable consumption a reality. Among others,
these can include information networks that focus on local level awareness. Ms. Yang Ke
also pondered what would be the best way to encourage and educate people to follow
sustainable lifestyles and concluded that there are many options for educating on
sustainable consumption. In China, she elaborated, ESC is not as popular as ESD. Issues that
are considered important by the Ministry of Environmental Protection are not equally
acknowledged as a priority for the Ministry of Education. How to bridge this gap? She
explained about Beijing’s air pollution problems and the measures to improve air-quality
including banning yellow license plate vehicles (yellow license plate is high polluting vehicle)
and changing heating in houses from coal to electricity. Top-down management has proven
difficult, if it cannot win people’s support. This claim was substantiated in the example of a
voluntary car free day. Finally, Ms. Yang Ke summarized the large scale public effort on
broadcasting information on environment issues for awareness-raising and the fact that the
MEP is advocating for cooperation from other agencies and ministries.

The Q&A focused on how to integrate environmental knowledge into education system, to
which responses clarified that it should be the role of Beijing environmental education
center. There are many initiatives on consumption and low-carbon. Cooperation with NGOs
and better funding are both areas that could significantly improve implementation.
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Environment and health (such as bicycling) can be combined and change from forced into
voluntary behavior.

Dr Tian from Beijing Normal University commented that the Chinese system is centralized. It
has some advantages (eco-socialism) and can be used for education. But because ESC is
cross-sectoral it should have more than one ministry working on ESC. In 2007, the NDRC
worked with 17 ministries to enact a policy to construct resource-saving society. Then the
Ministry of Education gave a sub-policy on this issue. Thus everyone became concerned.
Now for the ESC case, similar actions could take place to effectively integrate ESC concerns
horizontally into policy making. The presenter answered that many governments are
working on this integration issue but it is very hard. MEP have centres in every province and
at the city level. Ministry of Eduction does not, but it should have similar structure if they
are to become equally well-represented at the local level.

Dr. Tian from Beijing Normal University gave a presentation on the China Country Case
study on Governmental Capacity for ESC implementation. She summarized the findings of
her research showing for instance only 9 ministries have mandates on SD or ESD. But in their
policies they use different words. There were 2 agencies with focus on ESD and ESC: NDRC
and MEP. There had been problems with access to the Ministry of Commerce and in general
with access to information. The Ministry of Education had been quite passive. Most of the
ministries had blankly refused to give interviews. However, in total four ministries and eight
offices did welcome interviews. For NGOs eight persons were interviewed from three
international and five national organizations. Governmental work on ESC is fragmented and
not systematic. The MEP needs more training from the Ministry of Education or from
academia to better understand ESC.

The Q&A session gave rise to comments and questions regarding the fact that many
ministries had refused to be interviewed. Notably, the Shangri-la Institute would like to
cooperate in the finalization of this report if it could be of any help. Another question asked
pertained to the difference between ESD and ESC, since perhaps some ministries are not
aware of the concept and therefore not ready to answer questions about it. A third question
considered if there is a real need for a whole new initiative like ESC or could this be better
treated under the ESD or SCP frameworks? Dr. Tian answered that indeed there were many
concepts and that ESD is an umbrella. She also said that EE and ESD are now addressing the
same concepts, and that both of these can function as umbrella concepts to others like ESC.

Dr. Soo-young Lee and Dr. Jung Hwa Kang from Consumers Union of Korea gave their
presentation on the Korea Country Case study on Governmental Capacity for ESC
implementation. They summarized about their interviews that people in charge of the
agencies were very interested in ESD, ESC, and green growth (GG). Main actors included “all
actors”, but the government is the highest responsible actor at this moment, whereas the
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civil society is seen as a practical performer. Nowadays, governance aspects between actors
is more important than before, and is an important point for further researched. The
current focus of governmental policy is more on GG than sustainable development.
Sustainable consumption is an ideal target, but green consumption seems to be more
suitable for Korea for the time being. There are different strategies among the ministries for
promoting ESC and a pan-national action network has been established. NGOs are not
working very well with the government as there is little communication from one sector to
the other. There are currently only three government officers working on sustainable
consumption and ESC. The presenters explained that the Consumers Agency wants
clarification on who is responsible for dealing with the issue of ESC. The vision for GG should
incorporate the concept of a sustainable society as well, but has not yet gone that deep.
NGOs appear very critical about government’s objectives and believe that their explanation
on lacking progress is an excuse. NGOs suggest horizontal partnerships and governments
need to be more effective in promoting this cooperation.

The Q&A included comments on the gaps between government and NGOs, and UNEP
offered to play a facilitating role in promoting this cross-sector cooperation. Other
participants wanted to know whether if priority areas had been defined for influencing
consumer behavior. Finally, the participants debated the differences between sustainable
consumption and green consumption. It was put forth that green consumption is about the
goods or service that are purchased while sustainable consumption is broader and should
be done only by developed countries. It was also explained that Korea currently focuses
most on production, industry and green technology with the goal that when production is
green enough then consumers will choose green goods by themselves.
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Summary of Presentation by Consumers Union of Korea: Dr. Jung Hwa Kang and Dr. So-Young Lee

Education for Sustainable Consumption and Promoting Sustainable Lifestyles:

Case Study on Republic of Korea

After 2008 financial crisis, central government of Republic of Korea (ROK) announced the Green Growth
National Vision (GG) as a stimulus package, and worked on the formulation of a master plan as a blueprint
for the implementation of the strategy. The GG Vision of ROK has been widely known whereas its
implementation has not evaluated yet. In-depth interviews of relevant national/local government officers
and NGO practitioners show current Korean governmental capacity for effective ESC implementation and to
identify pathways for improving overall performance.

Main actors with responsibility for achieving sustainable development: Most of interviewees answered the
importance of all the actors. National governmental officers in charge of actual policy making emphasized the
role of National Government as the highest responsible actor at the moment. Practitioners who have been
implementing ESC pointed out the importance of Government, Industry, and Business in terms of financial
support and appropriate policy making; at the same time, they put the most important role on Civil Society
as the practical performer.

Definitions of ‘Sustainable Consumption’ (SC): Meanings of GG and SD have not clearly defined, because 1)
current national governmental strategy put much attention on GG than Sustainable Development (SD)
considered by previous government.; 2) as a developing country, SD/SC is ideal target to practice in daily lives.
Green consumption is more practical in ROK. National governmental officers focused on Purchasing Green
Product, Saving Energy, and Recycling as the way of practicing SC. Practitioners in NGOs acknowledged SD
and SC clearer and more in depth.

Promoting Sustainable Consumption & Responsible Consumer Behavior: Main strategies & Programs There
are different strategies to promote SC between each ministries depends on its own role and responsibility.
Pan-National Action Network established i.e. Ministry of Environment (MOE)’s Green Start Network, Ministry
of Gender Equality and Family’s We-green, Ministry of Knowledge and Economy (MKE)’s Green Energy Family
Network, Ministry of Public Administration and Security’s Green New-town. MOE enforced the Act on
Obligational Purchase of Environmentally-friendly Products in governmental sector since 2005 and
encouraged voluntary purchase of green products in enterprises and individual consumers. MKE tried to lead
the citizens to voluntarily participate in energy savings through Green Energy Family Network project which
encourages public participant by offering incentives. The main strategy of the Korea Fair Trade Commission
(KFTC) for promoting SC tried to offer correct information to consumers in the field of Labeling and
Advertisement, Consumer Deceptive that KFTC originally covers. Seoul Metropolitan Government (SMG)
focused on distribution and consumption of environmentally-friendly products. In March 2009, a partnership
agreement for promotion of green product was made between Manufacture Association and superstore and
SMG offered administrative supporting for the agreement. NGOs put more attention to general citizens
education and local based project emphasizing the importance of SC as cultural transformation. These
programs and projects are very active.
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Main Success & Weakness of the projects In spite of the fact that government officers pointed out the
special character of SD, uneasy to conduct figures, they evaluated government project and program on SC as
success thanks to the high motivation of the current government on GG. SMG emphasized their success
thanks to advertisement (PR) through media and local community government. MOE mentioned the limits of
purchase on environmentally-friendly products in governmental organizations. EPA claimed programs and
projects carried on were not by citizens’ participant but by governmental officers’ intention. SMG and NGOs
pointed out the fundamental limits such as insufficient financial support and lack of human resources. The
civil leaders in NGOs who encourage general citizens to practice green lifestyle are claimed as the main
success factor.

Main constrains for the successful implementation of SCE Lack of citizens awareness and participant related
to SC. Environmental education within National Curriculum has low choice as an optional subject. Critical
shortage of trained teachers and officers in charge of SCE. Different interests crossing diverse governmental
departments as well as NGOs. Mismatch between strong willingness on GG of the national government and
approach on SC of NGOs and Local government. No communication to mutual understanding. Lack of
collaboration between government and NGOs.

The relationships of government with civil society organization/NGOs to promote SC: Understanding on the
existing relationships of government with NGOs to promote SC is various depending on who the subject is.
National/local governments believe in a concrete partnership by offering financial subside to the selected
NGOs. NGOs under current regime feel no deep connection with governmental partnership. It is only the
contract implementation without in-depth discussion toward SC. Governmental sectors established own civil
organizations to promote SC or green consumption.

The opinion on the existing institutional capacity of organization/government and the improvement of
governmental capacity to promote SC: MOE in fact has main status as government agency toward SC;
however it suffers from the shortage of human resources. It needs to have special team or officers in charge
of SC/ESC and help from NGOs. EPA believes capacity to promote SC/GG is enough but hard to drive toward
unless Korean education perspective only emphasize high grade on major subjects changed. PCGG supports
government strategy on green lifestyle revolution; however, it is all still at the beginning of its development.
KFTC recommend government should focus more on improvement of policy and system rather than on
consumer awareness which has been dealt with NGOs. KCA claimed the urgent need of clarifying main
organization for effective policy implementation and opinion collection. KCA suggested SC/GC policy is
needed to encourage SC Education to be absorbed in every education rather than just development of SCE
itself. Local government and NGOs said their capacity and national government are limited due to the
shortage of human resources and financial support. The approach to GG should include the concept of SS
which contains the pursuit of citizen’s well-being and long term blue print for sustainable society. Education
itself needs to be sustainable rather than one-time event and fragmented campaigns.
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Session 3 - Summary of Dialogues
Country Case Studies of the Governmental Capacity for implementing effective
Education for Sustainable Consumption

Chairman: Ms. Zhang Qinghong — Center for Environmental Education and
Communication, MEP

Japan Case Study on Governmental Capacity for ESC Implementation
Presentation: Tokyo City University, Prof. Hideki Nakahara and Dr. Masahisa Sato

Status report of Northeast Asian ESC initiatives
Presentation: Institute for Global Environmental Strategies, Dr. Robert J. Didham

The first presentation of this session was on the Japan Country Case study on Governmental
Capacity for ESC implementation by Prof. Nakahara & Dr. Sato, both from Tokyo City
University. They gave an overview of their research methods and of the ministries
interviewed. They also addresed the connections between consumer citizenship education,
consumer education and ESC. They brought in a lot of safety elements as well. Based on the
framework for analysis developed by IGES in their previous year’s research, Prof. Nakahara
and Dr. Sato used five assessment tools to categorize interviewees. They shared with the
audience that inter-ministerial cooperation on SCP recently started in Japan, and that
government officers meet every week to share ideas and practices and to coordinate
policies for SCP. Nowadays environmental education and consumer education are the main
approaches to ESD and ESC under the Ministry of Education (METI). One identified need for
strengthening ESC implementation in Japan is to advance the actions being promoted
beyond simple, individualistic practices to more complex and socially oriented objectives.
The presenters gave praise to IGES for initiating this research.

The Q and A pointed out that the Japanese paper and presentations were almost too
perfect to be true and enquired whether there were any problems or challenges for ESC
implementation in Japan. The presenters responded that the strong efforts on promoting
sustainable consumption in Japan are recent developments, and of course financial
resources and changing policies/parties in Japan remain constant challenges. Also the lack
of human resources poses a constraint. Further, the PDCA cycle is an important point, and
affects human resources availability.

Another participant wanted to know on their presentation slide 7, there were arrows only in
one direction? What relations are there between green consumers and smart consumers?
The answer was that it depends on countries’ direction. We are still focusing on consumers.
Consumers are promoting partnerships and cooperation, like in quadrant 2. In Asia, some
countries may have problems with democratic thinking and centralized administration. But
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the political system is a sensitive matter, and we have to consider how we can progress
within the given system. Environment is a cross-cutting area, and depending on nations that
have own political system, we can compare directions with this kind of research. Direction
from quadrant 3 to 2 is one way, but depending on countries political situation you could
find an arrow that would point in the opposite direction. In Germany for instance, the Green
Party is a leading promoter of green consumerism, in other countries another arrangement
could be envisioned.

Dr. Choi also communicated support for Sato-san’s work. She shared that the ministerial
level was indeed an interesting level to research and analyse, but the question remained if it
was really a report matter to show the perfection of Japanese administration? She also
shared that Japan actually has one of the most efficient SCP working manners, but the
experience can not so easily be exported to other countries because consumers in Japan
have accepted SCP as a code-of-conduct throughout society, which is somewhat further
ahead than other countries. The challenge for Asia thus remains how to mainstream the SCP
message to the general public.

Dr. Didham began his presentation on the status report of Northeast Asian ESC initiatives by
mentioning the IGES white paper as a relevant paper to this topic, as well the previous
year’s policy report. He touched upon the question of how best to support initiatives which
stimulate individuals’ awareness of the central role they can play in society. He also gave an
overview of consumption patterns in this region and did a comparison of consumption
patterns between developing and developed countries. It was identified that Asia now has
the largest consumer class in the world (30%) of global total. The presentation gave a brief
overview of the CSD process which then ended with a recap from last year’s workshop. Dr.
Didham then proceeded to provide an overview of the purpose and structure of ESC
research and how one could provide an assessment framework of ESC initiatives
emphasizing the importance in understanding that consumers have a lot of responsibility
now, so it is important to reconnect on how simple measures can be undertaken from
consumers themselves in their daily lives to enhance sustainable consumption practices. He
pondered which incremental changes would finally lead to transformation towards
sustainability and spoke about external and internal factors of influence as well as about
social drivers for consumption and lifestyles. He ended his presentation providing the
direction for future research on how to better join policy and action.

Q and A: One participant discussed the idea of a roadmap to move from an unsustainable
society to SCP, under which two stakeholders have been identified. He highlighted that Dr.
Sato showed that the government is the key player in changing the behavioral patterns on
consumption. However, he questioned if the government’s role may not be sustainable
because it acts from an economic point of view — creating a market for green products
which is driven by fiscal policy. The risk is that when money runs out such an approach will
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not be possible. It is also about consumer behavior, there’s a high level of education, leading
to ‘aware’ consumers. In that respect, Dr. Didham’s presentation is Maslow-like (hierarchy
of needs).

Dr. Didham replied that the distinction between consume better and consume less has been
highlighted by Sato-san as a good approach. There is a fear that green consumption
becomes conspicuous, even if all options were sustainable, because it would still be possible
to over-consume. Thus people should be educated on the effects of their consumption on
society, regardless on what it is they consume, so the patterns themselves can become
more sustainable.

Another participant raised the issue that most of the presentations has focused a lot on top-
down approaches, such as developing policies and explaining to people to take part. But
there should also be more focus on bottom-up approaches. Traditions, values, and belief
systems could support bottom-up participation and this angle deserves more focus and
attention.

It was further added that it also causes challenges when governments do not address
environmental failures. There is a dichotomy between what governments do and what the
people are organize. Could the UN help bridge that gap between intention and action? The
UN representatives explained that there are two approaches (top down and bottom-up).
Normally the UN role is to mainstream environment into strategy and policy of countries.
But UN is a platform for multi-stakeholders and has a plethora of partnerships. The pure
bottom-up approach should be carried out by NGOs, but the UN can then help by linking
them with governments.
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Re-cap from Day 1 and introduction to agenda for Day 2:

Prepared by Robert J. Didham, IGES

Good Morning Ladies and Gentlemen,

| hope everyone had a good night, and | would like to extend a warm welcome back to the East Asia
Workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption.

This morning we will have a couple of presentations looking at policy opportunities for strengthening
education for sustainable consumption and for better integration with wider priorities on sustainable
consumption and production. In Session 5, there will be an opportunity for participants to discuss and
identify concrete ways to improve ESC implementation in East Asia and to share their own experiences
and innovative practices on promoting sustainable consumption.

Let’s take a quick look back at the valuable presentations that were made yesterday:

The workshop opened with our three key speakers — Mr. Tang Dingding, Prof. Zuoyu Zhou, and Dr. Mee
Young Choi — identifying the importance of the workshop’s topic on education for sustainable
consumption, the need for clear research evidence and policy recommendations for improving its
implementation, and sincere wishes for the success of the workshop.

In Session 1, we heard from Dr. Jiang on UNEP’s strategy for promoting sustainable lifestyles and on the
overall international process towards developing a 10 year framework of programmes on sustainable
consumption and production. Dr. Choi explained UNESCOQ’s actions especially under the framework of
the Decade for Education on Sustainable Development (UN DESD, 2005-2014). These two presentations
identified opportunities where ESC can be integrated with wider policies on education for sustainable
development (ESD) and on sustainable consumption and production (SCP). | think it is important to keep
in mind that ESC is significant because it focuses on an area where people can take practical and
meaningful actions in their daily lives. Compared to both SCP and ESD, the value of ESC is that it
expresses simple actions and progressive steps that people can directly participate in.

Ms. Zhang explained to us the sustainable consumption policies in China, especially on eco-labelling and
green public procurement. These two areas are ones that all three countries, China, Japan and Republic
of Korea, are actively promoting and under the Tripartite Environmental Ministers Meeting the three
countries are working towards better harmonization between the countries’ systems. Green market
promotion, especially through eco-labels and green purchasing, should be seen as a real strength among
the three countries’ promotion of sustainable consumption.

In the afternoon, several case studies were presented from the three countries. Ms. Yang Ke presented
cases on ESC practice in informal education from the Beijing Center for Environmental Protection. She
highlighted five important questions that must be considered in terms of promoting sustainable
consumption:
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1) How can social movement towards sustainable lifestyles be stimulated through top down and
bottom up approaches?

2) How can awareness and social involvement be stimulated at local levels?

3) How can the media and ICT be useful tools?

4) How does recognizing a person’s many roles — parent, community member, consumer, etc. —
help in achieving sustainability?

5) What is the best way to educate people about the impact of their lifestyle and to encourage
more sustainable behaviours?

Then we had three country case studies looking at the current governmental capacity, strategies and
approaches to implementing education for sustainable consumption. Dr. Tian explained China’s current
situation. This included recommendations for more efforts to develop bottom-up approaches and to link
bottom-up and top-down actions. The challenge of access to information and knowledge exchange was
also highlighted as an issue that causes obstacles for more holistic implementation.

Dr. Lee presented on the Republic of Korea. She explained that the country’s strong strategies for green
growth establish a major part of the framework for how ESC is addressed. It was also highlighted that
though both civil society/NGOs and the government are taking actions on promoting sustainable
consumption, that there is a need to create better cooperation between these two sectors.

Dr. Sato and Prof. Nakahara presented the case of ESC implementation in Japan. We saw that Japan has
recently started to make significant strides in advancing ESD and sustainable consumption policies
across the country’s Ministries. However, we also heard that much of the thinking still remains more
directed on consumer education and individual practice, but if these efforts are to stimulate a transition
towards a low-carbon society than it is necessary to promote more complex and systematic actions that
are linked to social and political systems rather than just simple actions the individual can take.

Finally, we had the presentation on IGES’s research on ESC, and the attempt to identify policy
mechanisms for influencing consumer behaviour. We saw that consumer behaviour and shifts towards
more responsible consumption practices are influenced by both internal-individual factors and external
contexts. Thus, to effectively implement ESC, there must be consideration from one side on how to
make it easier to consume sustainably in regards to market infrastructure, political systems, and socio-
cultural factors; and from the other side there must be consideration of how best to promote a sense of
personal responsibility and consumer citizenship.
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Session 4 - Summary of Dialogues
Country Case Studies of the Governmental Capacity for implementing
effective Education for Sustainable Consumption

Chairman: Prof. Han Ling, Peking University

International Frameworks on SCP and implementation gaps between SCP and ESC
Presentation: Institute for Global Environmental Strategies, Mr. Lewis Akenji

Environmental Policy Integration: Options for strengthening sustainability and ESC
Presentation: Institute for Global Environmental Strategies, Mr. Simon H. Olsen

Mr. Akenji from IGES gave a presentation on the current international policy processes and
frameworks on SCP. This included a summary of tensions between environment and
development, poverty, waste, and lifestyles. He presented details on the consequences of
the emerging consumer classes in Asia which entails increased vehicle ownership, housing
etc. In addition, he summarized a number of strategies for sustainability, including
roundtables and NSSD consultations. Mr. Akenji explained the alternative national
development paradigms in Asia that propose alternatives to GDP growth including China’s
circular economy, Japan’s green innovation, Green Growth in Korea, Thailand’s sufficiency
economy, Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness, and Cambodia’s recent green growth
roadmap. No matter the paradigm, however, implementation is always a problem. SCP is
widely misunderstood. Improvements could be made through a whole systems
transformation, to start addressing things from and upstream rather than downstream
perspective, and to start measuring what matters in terms of social well-being. Finally, his
presentation emphasized that there is a need to develop the capacity of all stakeholders
regarding the workings of the 10-Year Framework Programmes on SCP and other proposed
activities. He proposed the creation of a global research forum and a working group on ESC
in Asia, potentially in link with APRSCP.

The Q&A provided an opportunity to talk about the differences between eco-efficiency and
eco-sufficiency, and it was suggested that the latter requires low-level of investment and is
geared to satisfy people. It was also asked regarding SCP policy and the link with poverty
reduction, whether Mr. Akenji could share any good casse to show the symbiosis between
SCP and poverty reduction?

Mr. Akenji explained that there is currently no real world example of how a society would
look if it had ‘graduated’ to SCP. Without this vision, it is also difficult to move people
towards SCP patterns. In addition, there is the conflict between material growth and human
well-being. Measuring happiness and wellbeing is very subjective, and who is responsible for
providing the means for it? Is it the role of the state? These examples show how SCP has not
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been able to raise large amounts of people out of poverty, even though traditional practices
are often used as good examples for sustainable lifestyles.

Another comment pertained to usefulness of national level directions and cases, and it was
remarked that material production and consumption is regionally interconnected, so the
question should be more about how inter-linkages and synergies can be made and/or
strengthened. A further question was on the roles and responsibilities of education in this
whole ordeal. Mr. Akenji answered that it is indeed not limited to the national level, and
that the transboundary issues and concerns exist, as seen in international trade and perhaps
embodied in the Green Economy initiative. Hence the vision of a sustainable society could
be regional and global. Extended Producer Responsibility concept for instance is creating
linkages amongst countries. Japan is working with Singapore and Malaysia to address waste.
But SCP as a policy block in itself has not been addressed yet. Regarding IGES policy for
addressing international cooperation, Mr. Akenji answered that different technical
standards among countries make this kind of cooperation difficult. If harmonized, then it
would be easier to create strong linkages among production and consumption flows in the
region.

Mr. Olsen, also of IGES, provided a presentation on Environmental Policy Integration (EPI)
and tried to draw parallels from international to national and sub-national challenges in
governance. He explained that collective action on international levels could be seen as
collective action problems among sectors on domestic action levels. He emphasized that
these inherent ways to approach problems results in approaching sustainability issues from
a sectoral point of view, which causes us to lose possible synergies if it were approached in a
more holistic way. He compared sectoral to integrated approaches to sustainable
development and proceeded to give an overview of his ongoing research on environmental
policy integration, sharing ideas and good practices on how sectoral ‘compartmentalization’
can be broken down and cross-ministerial cooperation can be enhanced on domestic level
policy formulation and implementation. His overall aim was to show how to create multi-
level (vertical) integration of policies and multi-stakeholder (horizontal) participation in
policy formation. He presented levels of integration as well as three different stages where
integrative efforts could vyield positive effects to synergistic cooperation between
environmental ministries and departments and other ministries such as ministries of
education.

In the Q&A, participants said that such kind of better integration, while perhaps not entirely
focused on the nexus between education and environment, was useful for overall decision
making efficiency. One participant pointed out that Northeast Asia is about to sign a free
trade pact, and asked how would this kind of research benefit action on trade and
environment issues. Mr. Olsen answered that this was a good case for environmental policy
integration to avoid negative offsetting of trade and environment objectives, for instance
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then it could be imagined that environmental criteria could be included in determinants for
ease of access to markets. Non-tariff barriers could also be created with environmental
concerns in mind. These would then be examples of EPI.

Another participant asked about the levels of EPI that Mr. Olsen had presented, and
specifically whether there are any cases/studies of how to move from one level to next and
what types of obstacles must be overcome at different levels. The answer revealed that
there are not theoretical answers but plenty of experience to be found in European country
cases, and that the methods and best strategy for improving integration to large extent
would depend on the structure of the administration. Mr. Olsen also explained that actual
information on how to transgress levels of integration was subject to current research.

A comment pointed out that much of this session was focused on top-down approaches and
its use for bottom-up influencing decision-making was limited. Mr. Olsen commented that
this could be true but that the objective with EPlI was for more and better coordinated
action in environmental matters, and since most decision making does take place from the
top-down, EPI would be a tool to create better and more synergistic decision making. In
addition it was pointed out that some initiatives had started as bottom-up lobbying efforts
but now, three decades later, they were part of the top-down decision making.
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