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United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):
17 Goals, 169 targets and 231 indicators (92 related to the environment)
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Classification of SDG indicator tiers and the status

Tiers Definition (as of 4 February 2022)

Tier 1 Indicator is conceptually clear, has an internationally
established methodology and standards are available,
and data are regularly produced by countries for at
least 50 per cent of countries and of the population in
every region where the indicator is relevant.

Tier 2 Indicator is conceptually clear, has an internationally
established methodology and standards are available,
but data are not regularly produced by countries.

Tier 3 No internationally established methodology or
standards are yet available for the indicator, but
methodology/standards are being (or will be)
developed or tested. (As of the 51st session of the
United Nations Statistical Commission, the global
indicator framework does not contain any Tier Il
indicators).
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Source: Compiled by X. Zhou based on data from UNSD
(https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/tier-classification/)
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Environment-related SDG indicators: Tiers and the status

Goal 1

Goal 2 Tiers (Environment-related
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Source: Compiled by X. Zhou based on the data from UNSD (https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/tier-classification/)

® ISAP2022



Environment-related SDG progress and data constraints in Asia and the Pacific

me = . East and we H North and = = = South-
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC — "~ &-— North- e < B~ Central — “ m-— EastAsia
SDG PROGRESS REPORT " ! - - .
— « == East Asia — w B=== Asia = at B =
2022 - il B - o B= g L B =
Widening disparities amid COVID-19 | i == | o H= al =
- T o [ B - I ail B ==
- al [ = - arl [ = = al e
| | 1 U . - al = | all Bl =
— al B ==== — ail B === —— atl B ===
S . — — o — —
- il = R i === ™ T
] 1 o B = [ 1 al B == - «l B =
— 1 ol B = = ] o B= —— al Bz
1 o B = I wl B = -
m 1 o = [ - o B = = -
: ol == | LS S
@ HEIGOALS @.?.%9#‘.?3 ' " o = ' - W= - o
-z = m_. Southand = - = m.. pacific
, , : ; ol B -l
U —— Hl Pogressinse 2015 [l Segression s " A-— South- - " H—
= “—_ % nsufficient indicators alll | Evidence Strength « H== West Asia - ot ==
it ] = i B = Lt B =
cots [N T at = l B=
. i il B == - o B ==
C —— Data | - al B == - L
cois T availability = g =.. = al g =
-0 — o B === a1 B ===
S —— S — ~ — — o 8=
Goal 13 -l No data |} il H mamar L ol B ==
e YN T ] o B == - o B =
T e o = — =
. ol B == ol B=
f } T . a1 B = ] ¥ ="
o 5 10 15 20 25 30 .7 - T
Number of indicators . o H == — o H =

Source: UNESCAP, 2022. https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-products/ESCAP-2022-FG_SDG-Progress-Report.pdf#page=100

™ ISAP2022




Regional review of VNRs in Asia and the Pacific: 36 countries, 50
VNRs and 92 environment-related indicators
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Reporting of environment-related SDG indicators
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Use of global SDG indicators for environment-related reporting in VNRs
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Across the 50 VNRs, about 71% of the
environment-related indicators used
global indicators.

%¢ At the goal level, this ranges from 90%
(Goals 8) to 40% (Goal 5).

£+ Increasing trend of using global SDG
indicators, e.g. 67% (Japan’s VNR 2017)
increased to 92% (Japan’s VNR 2021).
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Source: UNEP, 2022.
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Use of national SDG indicators and data

Bangladesh

© SDG {2 Tracker ¢

Bangladesh’s Development Mirror HOME ABOUT GOALS 39+1INDICATORS MAMIFESTO CONSTITUENCYDATA OTHERS
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 14

conserve and sustaiably use the oceans,
resources for sustainabié development

14 IiII!lEnw WATER

10 10 9
targets Indicators providers

SDG 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development

Data Providers: DoE, MoEF

Target 14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine poliution of all kinds, in particular from land-based act
‘and nutrient pollution

including marine debris

Indicator 1411 Index of coastal eutrophication and floating plastic debiis density

Target 14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and id significant
strengihening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order 1o achieve healthy and productive oceans.

, including by

Indieator 14.2.1 Proportian of naticnal exclusive economie zones managed using ecosystem-based approaches

Source: Bangladesh SDG Tracker
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Key findings on environment-related indicators in VNRs

The overall level of reporting of environment-related indicators in VNRs is low
though with an increasing trend and there are big differences across countries.

Global SDG indicators were often used for reporting environment-related
indicators with an increasing trend.

National indicators are also used based on the national context and data
availability.

Indicators and data are often provided in the Annex but not consistent nor with
sufficient data track the progress through VNRs.

Reporting format, indicators, use of global indicators, trackable data, and progress
assessment, etc. differ largely across countries and across VNRs for the same
country, which make it difficult to track progress and make comparisons across
countries.
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Recommendations

Strengthening the reporting of environment-related indicators in general and
with a focus on those under Goals 3, 8, 9, 11, 12 and 15.

UNDESA and UNEP provide guidelines on how to report environment-related
indicators in VNRs, including the format, VNR monitoring process, indicator use
(global indicators and national indicators), data, and progress assessment, etc.

Capacity building in least developed countries and developing countries;
Develop a couple of country cases to enhance the reporting capacity;

Closing indicator and data gaps (proxy indicators and national indicators).
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Closing the gaps in environment-related SDG indicators and data: Proxy indicators

Global Proxies for Some Tier I1I Indicators "UNSD
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Sustainable Development Goal Indicators (IAEG-SDGs)
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@ Goal 1. No poverty

Goal 2 Zero hunger

Goal 3. Good heaith and well.being

Goal 4. Quality education

@ Goal 5 Gender equality

& Goal 6. Clean water and sanitation

Goal 7. Affordable and clean energy

Goal 8. Decent work and economic growth
Goal 9. Industry, innovation and infrastructure

\% : Goal 10. Reduced inequalities

/ Goal 11. Sustainable cities and communities
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Thank you very much for your attention.

Dr. Xin Zhou
Contact: zhou@iges.or.jp
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