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Background and Objectives
• Through digitization, the COVID-19 Pandemic, and 
the conflicts, there are signs of major social and 
technological changes related to energy, food, and 
infrastructure. 

• These developments are now occurring not only in 
developed countries, but also in emerging economies 
such as Thailand, Indonesia, and Vietnam. 

• How can research on sustainable consumption and 
production (SCP) contribute to the urgent need to 
achieve global long-term goals such as 
decarbonization and zero plastic pollution? 



APRSCP as the Voice of SCP in the 
Asia-Pacific Region

APRSCP as an international, non-profit 
organization/platform

 fosters dialogue and partnerships, strengthen 
cooperation and promote best practices, programs and 
lessons on SCP policy, strategies, and initiatives in Asia 
and the Pacific

 Promoting International Dialogue: 17 international 
conferences have been held since 1997 through 2024

 Contributed to the UN and ASEAN Processes

 Regional Network of National Platforms on SCP

*** Established since 1997 as APRCP (supported by UNEP and UNIDO),  
changed to APRSCP in 2005. There are RSCPs in North America, Latin 
America, Europe, Africa, and Mediterranean.
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The Asia Pacific Roundtable for Sustainable Consumption and Production (APRSCP) is an international, nongovernmental, non-profit, network institution that promotes sustainable consumption and production (SCP) in the Asia-Pacific. APRSCP came into being after a regional meeting on cleaner production in Thailand with the support from United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and other partners. Since then, seven more meetings, where up to 400 professionals joined together, were held to discuss the latest issues and trends.  Known then as Asia Pacific Roundtable on Cleaner Production (APRCP), these meetings confirmed the importance of a forum to discuss and promote cleaner production and resource efficiency. Along the way, Cleaner Production has changed into the more challenging agenda of Sustainable Production and Consumption (SCP). With a global shift to include sustainable consumption, the forum was renamed to APRSCP, weaving SCP into broader policy platforms on sustainable development. 
 
The APRSCP has been fostering dialogue and partnerships between industry, governments, academia and non-governmental organizations in the region in sharing and promoting best practices, programs, local initiatives, policies and lessons learned on SCP related projects in Asia and the Pacific region. The roundtable has been held every 18 to 24 months since being founded, working to facilitate uptake of SCP research, policy and practice. To date, the APRSCP has held 11 roundtables within the region and has built up a strong network covering the entire Asia Pacific region. These roundtables were hosted by member countries in the Region co-organized by the Board of Trustees of the APRSCP and supporting partners such UNEP and UNIDO, GIZ, and the EU. The roundtable has been successful in including participants from all sub-regions including South Asia, Southeast Asia, Northeast Asia, Central Asia and Australasia. 
 
APRSCP outputs have been used as major inputs in global decision-making processes, such as the World Summit on Sustainable Development and the 18th and 19th session of the Commission on Sustainable Development. The declaration on the implementation of SCP in Asia and the Pacific Region, a key output in the 10th APRSCP in Yogyakarta, Indonesia last November 9 to 11, 2011, was submitted in the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 2012 (Rio+20). This declaration was instrumental in the adoption of the “10-Year Framework of Programmes (10 YFP) on SCP” in Rio+20.
 
Under the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed in November 16, 2012 by UNEP and APRSCP, both parties agreed to cooperate in fostering regional collaboration to further their shared goals and objectives in promoting sustainable consumption and production and green economy activities in the Asia-Pacific region. The APRSCP drew from the results and recommendations of important events organized by UNEP, as part of the programme of work of the EU SWITCH-Asia Policy Support Component (PSC), with the main objective to support regional and sub-regional SCP strategies and initiatives through the development and implementation of the 10YFP.
 
The APRSCP network has grown and matured over the years with its board members and partners involved in providing their expertise in the drafting and implementing of the Asia Pacific Roadmap for the Implementation of the 10YFP 2014-2105.




Context 1: Expanding SCP

Hotta et al 2021. Expansion of Policy Domain of Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP): Challenges and Opportunities for Policy Design. Sustainability (13)
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SCP has covered more and more fields.
Approaches for transformation also has diversified. 



Context 2. Significant Changes in Center of 
Gravity on Production and Consumption

Conventional Emerging Trend

1. Infrastructure • Urbanization
• Physical infrastructure 

development to develop 
public transport, residence, 
office

• Infrastructure for basic 
needs

• Digitalization
• Online platform
• Reflecting diversification of 

lifestyles
• Consumption for quality of 

life

2. Technology and 
innovation

• Environmental technology 
for cleaner production

• Energy and material 
efficiency

• Social innovation for creating 
new value and businesses

• Well-being
• Digital connectivity

3. Business and 
Industry

• Eco-label
• Product environmental 

information
• Informal economy

• Servicizing
• Start-ups
• Formalization of commerce 

through digital connectivity

4. Regional 
development and 
urban planning

• Mega city
• Urbanization

• Impact of COVID-19 and 
digitalization

• Decentralization?

5. Behavior and 
lifestyles

• Behavior change and 
awareness raising

• Informed consumers

• Systematic change
• Lifestyle as a system of 

technology, institution, and 
behavior

• Rule change



Key Activities Towards 2027
Pan-regional presence of experts, policy makers and national SCP networks
• Hold the 18th meeting in one of ASEAN countries.
• Organize the 19th meeting in Japan. Preferably in 2027 as a 30th anniversary event (idea 

stage).

Only independent SCP voice from Asia Pacific Region
• Submit a position paper on SDG 12 and the post-2030 agenda to the HLPF in 2027.

Platform to share incredible innovation on SCP and on circular business models
• Formation of a research and survey project on decarbonization and circular economy and 

nature positivity in collaboration with national platforms.

Regional knowledge hub
• To organize special sessions on transition to circular and decarbonized economies, 

challenges and opportunities for synergies among decarbonization, circularity and nature 
positive in leading academic conferences such as Eco-Balance and ISIE.

Facilitating implementation of the ASEAN SCP framework.

Linking to other regional network



The Vision

APRSCP can become a core organization for 
mainstreaming SCP 3.0 (transition to net zero, 
circular and nature positive economy) across 
the region, functioning as a multi-stakeholder 
platform for dialogue and operationalizing an 
incubation network of social experiments and 
model practices of sustainable lifestyles and 
businesses



Session schedule

1. Development of LCA research and SCP research in 
Thailand

Thumrongrut Mungcharoen, APRSCP foundation/PMUC

2. Transition to SCP and CE: emerging issues and topics for 
SCP research

Monique Retamal, University of Technology, Sydney

3. SCP research beyond S-16
1. Yusuke Kishita, The University of Tokyo
2. Atsushi Watabe, IGES
3. Eri Amasawa, Waseda University

4. Commentary by Masahiko Hirao (Utokyo) and Tomohiro 
Tasaki (NIES)

5. Discussions and concluding remarks
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