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The Tropical Ecosystem:  

A Rich and Complex Natural System 
that 

Once Had Fed and Cured People All 
Over the World







ñThe Triple Dividendò:

Natural 

Disaster 

Management

Climate 

Adaptation

Sustainable 

(LC) 

Development



Traditional & Emerging Values

and Practices in Local Areas of Thailand

Anthropocentricm >>

üAgriculture: 
¸ ñGreenò Revolution

¸ Energy 
ÅCentralized 

Management

>>Toward Ecocentricm

¸ ñBlueò Revolution
ÅOrganic agriculture & 

food

(Thanks to Fuguokain 
Movement)

¸ Decentralized, community-
based alternative energy 
sources (small-scale 
biomass, wind, water 
generation)



Traditional & Emerging Values

and Practices (Cont.)

Anthropocentricm >>

ü Health Care & Beauty

¸ Shaping & Curing

ü Forestry/Biodiversity

¸ Top-down conservation

>>Toward Ecocentricm

¸ Prevention & nurture by 

nature- care approaches:

ÅBioprospecting and 

Biopiracy

¸ Community Forestry

ÅFood security

ÅAdded income for the poor

ÅParticipatory conservation



Traditional & Emerging Values

and Practices (Cont.)

Anthropocentricm >>

üTourism
¸ High Carbon 

consumption leisure 

¸ ñDehumanizationò of 
the low-income 
societies, part. young 
women, children

>>Toward Ecocentricm

¸ Community-managed 
tourism:
ÅCross culture

ÅParticipation in real life

ÅAgro-eco tourism

ÅNature-based, local 
wisdom

ÅCommunity-selected 
tourists



Key Research Issues

üSummary:

¸ ñCommunityò ïnew meaning, as network and 
self-organized environmental activism & 
ethics & lifestyle

¸ Yes, practices have changed: but diverse and 
marginalized

üKey Research Questions:

¸ Who, How, and why they do the way they do?
¸ Social values-action and or vice versa 

¸ Why not popularized and in the mainstream?
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ü Methodological Development Issues:
¸ A need to employ/develop methodologies:

Åintegration, 

Åsystem, ecological world-view/paradigm, 

Åmulti-stakeholders 

ÅTransdisciplinarity 

¸ CBNRMðCommunity-based Natural Resource 

Management, highly recommended


